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finance, i is the point w. 


the great king in the midſt 


HE whole of Fredericks ſtate eco- 
-nomy, and eſpecially, his ſyſtem of 
the mighty 
unt Mirabeau thinks he has run down 


that of” Frederick, and conv 
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0 throne, by count Mirabeau, 
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whole world that, at the bottom, his ſoul 
1 was but little better than that of a  block- 
* or a knave®,. | 


\ 


He ſcoffs at almoſt every one of Frede- 


_ rick's political principles; and ſlanders all 
his efforts to meliorate his dominions. 


In diametrical 6ppofition to every true 


maxim of pölie) and finance; he pte- 


fomes't to efizblIR in d work on the 


| Proffian | 


* # > * 1 


. {i 


7 pee rreberck William 5 8 
now king of Pruſſia, the day of his old to the 


| Mirabeau' $ attempt to deſtroy every 
trace of wiſdom and benevolence in Fre- 
derick's government, has been very pro- 

perly compared to the endeavours of a 
| ſerpent that breaks his teeth on a file. 


4 
4 


: 5 
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or  PREDERTOK THE GREAT, | #7 


Pruffian monarchy, the following bern. 
doxical tenets : * 8 


« All endeavours to keep up a vaſt 
circulation of money, within A OT» 
are but fooliſh N 9 8 5 


0 Nothing muſt ſhackle hs unlimited 
liberty of commerce and trade. | 

« It is of cata a country, to 
prohibit the peaſants and farmers from 
carrying their corn to town, and to eſta - 
bliſh corn factors in the country, that 


have it in their power to fell as they 
. pleaſe, and of courſe, to famiſh the ö 
I douns and all the country people, except 
? huſbandmen, whenever they find it con- 
; venient. = 
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1 All care to the improvement and 
axpſruadivement of towns, is a groſs po- 
| litical miſtake. 8 


— 


=. : ManufaQories ought. not to | be en- 

= couraged and e WY 
0 To aft and pals a claſs of ſub- 3 

; 5ets, ſunk. into poverty and ee is 

f mere nonſenſe. 


3 To TY | 


| 4. A ſovereign ought. to "oe alle all 


1 1 tolls, poſt, and ſalt duties: in 
hort, every branch of public revenue, 


5 except the land tax, and the bare words ; 
| 5 5 e Liberty! Will atone for them 1 


Every 


or FREDERICK. THE GREAT. Ph 


EPS Brery: ſubject OY be at liberty to : 
5 buy and ſell where, and however he 
pleaſes, and the public revenue will be 
imply SIO.” "A | 1 


- All this ridiculous ſtuff is a by. 
that mighty politician, i in his work on 


the Pruſſian Monarchy, and be who is 


proved guilty of having groſsly miſtaken 
Frederick financial operations, tramples 
on his wiſeſt principles of government, 
and profeſſes the moſt profound contempt 
of all thoſe who applaud theſe princi- 
_ ples. Under Count Mirabeau' s admini- 
ſtration, all the Pruſſian dominions muſt 
have been deſolated by want and famine, 
and the direct impoſt with which this 
5 n. politician would oppreſs and 
a . 4 grind 
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grind the Pruſſian ſubjects, 4 not 
have failed to conſign to perdition all 
the country people, all induſtry and trade. 


Frederick, it is well known, would 


not avail himſelf of every means to in- 
_ creaſe his revenue. I love much bet- 


4 ter,” ſaid he, © to ſhow my ſubjects 


5 how to keep their money, than to take 


ce it from them, and to give it back.“ 
He has declined adding millions to his 
revenue, for the ſake of ſupporting and 

improving the manufactories in his do- 
minions. He prohibited the i importation 


= of all foreign commodities, and freed 


from all duty, whatever was manufac- 
tured i in his own country. That the in- 


creaſe of the public xevenue ought to be 


4 


in 


or FREDERICK THE N e 


in \ the moſt exact proportion to the pub- 
lic weal, was a ſacred axiom with him. 
Reſolved to give his ſtate a greater ca- 
pacity for population, and his ſubjects 
certain means of ſubſiſtence, he did not | 
Kerifice the wants. of the greater part.of 
them, to the incomparably ſmaller num- 
ber of traders. He endeavoured to lift 
vp and ſupport the greateſt part of his 

people by raiſing and countenancing ma- 

nufactures in his kingdom, and did not | 

mind the trader's and merchant 8 railing 
| againſt. his meaſures. 


| Conformably to this ſyſtem, he ad. 
vanced immenſe ſums to founders and 
undertakers of new manufaQtories; and, 
if convinced of their ſucceſs, he often 
forgave them the whole ſum advanced, 
1 4 . „ This 


* 


3 $ELECT vitwd or THE rr, Ke. N 


FE This he did with the f great filk m dhe. 
tory of Gifard and Michelet; n e 

velvet manufactory of Moſes Ryſs, and 
of the Ailk manufactory of Bernard, whoſe 
+4 book-keeper was the great philoſopher 
Moſes Mendelſon, * "and who, beſides 
. many thouſands in caſh, got about twen- 
ty houſes in Potſdam, for the workmen - 
employed i in this manufacture. General 
Lentulas procured the king a company , 
of Swiſs watchmakers, to whom he grant⸗ 
ed a loan of eighty thouſand dollars, 
which, on the failure of the firſt arrivers, 
their ſucceſſors not only retained, but 


| got alſo mi thouſand dollars more. 
However, the monopolies are the 1025 
point, concerning which Frederick is ge- 
| nerally miſunderſtood, Even Denina 
«nd Buſhing, relpecting this point, dif- ; 

approve 


_ 


— 


or FREDERICK. Tre GREAT. : £ 9 


n his policy.” The acute Mr. 
Denina here almoſt entirely takes the 
party of the adverſaries of this great | 
king: Frederick,” ſays he, © efta- 
«liſhed (as is commonly reported) 
4 four hundred and twelve different mo- 
nopolies, in his provinces. This is a 
cc great number, 1 confefs, and it is | 
* ſtrange indeed, that, nevertheleſs, the 
king was always ſpeaking againſt mo- 
ce nopolies, at table, and in his converſa- 
& tions. In all. likelthood he did this, 
e the better to learn all the objections 8 


- 


- 


A 
* 


275 againſt his ſym; or, he was of opi- L | 


„ nion, that his country y was an excep- : 
© tion to > the mer rules. . 


V 


1 


Eſſal ſur la vie et le regne de Frederick II, Pe 434. 
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| On the Rrength of Mirabeau' 8 vera- 
city, Mr. Denina ſuppoſes that Frede- 
rick, in his dominions, has granted four 
hundred and twelve monopolies; and 
all well-informed men have laughed at 
this ſuppoſition. Count Mirabeau miſ. 
takes for monopolies thoſe prohibitions 
of foreign commodities, which ought to 
take place in every country, where ma- 
nufactures and domeſtic trade are coun- 
| tenanced and promoted. Moſt certainly 
the king ſpoke often againſt monopolies, 
but that did not ſet him at contradiction ; 
with himſelf. He had full right, in 
many reſpects, to diſapprove monopo- | 
: lies. The four hundred and twelve 
monopolics, with which Count Mira- | 


beau upbraids him, were not excluſive 
rights of manufacturing and ſelling com- 
Ot is, 


2 a 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT 11 


| modities, granted to, one ſingle perſon « or 
one ſingle. company, and, of courſe, no. 
monopolies . of ſuch excluſive rights; 0 
there exiſted, perhaps, not ten in the 
whole Pruſſian monarchy, Sing Fre- 


derick 8 e 


No | anderſtayding man would 1 reject 


8 monopolies without reſtriction, when, 

in a country, a kind of manufactory is 
entirely wanting, and the ſovereign wiſhes 
do eſtabliſh it at his own expence, as an 
adventurer attempts it at his coſt; there 


is not a more convenient way of obtain 


ing the propoſed end, than ſuch an ex» 


cluſive right for a certain number of years, 


at the expiration of which, all the ſub - 


jects ought to have an equal right to 


5 eſtabliſh ſuch manufactories. IF 'rhis 


56 meuſure 
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" nibilith be eee by prokibiring the 
5 er of all foreign manufactures | 
of the fame ſort; it cannot fail to be of 
the gfeateſt benefit to a country, as it 
contains rather a monopoly for the whole 
nation, than for a __y individual. 
we min not ser at Mr. Denita's $ 
| bikig miſled, with reſpect to this point of 
Frederick's policy. But very few are 
endowed with that inward ftrength with 
which a powerful mind ſtems the current 
of general errors, and diſregards the con · 
| ſequences of the enſuing clamour, if any 


truth or other Wat can be wrouphe « out 
by his endeavours. | 5 4915 


„ , ns 
6 


2 
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"cc 11 Frederick, Ly tu Mr. Buſhing, 
« had not confined and impaired trade 
4 1 ry e and 
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— 


« dl commerce by monopolies wat. 
b «-other meaſures, he would have been 
8 the idol of his people, for the many 
* millions of money he ſpent in re- 
6e building and embelliſhing 8 6 8 
3 town in 1 dominions 2 


But the ts | Mr. Buſhing, as 
. little as the enthuſiaſtic Mirabeau, per- 
ceived the difference between a mono- 
poly and a prohibition of foreign com- 
modities, which by no means cramps 
and obſtructs the trade of a nation. If 
this was the effect of ſuch prohibitions, 
England and Holland muſt have been 
reduced to indigence long ago. Count 


Kirabozn muſt have been a "PF 11 
tte 2.71 ficial 


— * Charakter of Frederick the Second, 3 
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 ficial obſeryer of the internal policy of 
: England and other trading countries, elſe 
he would have known that the flouriſh- 
wy ing condition of the Pruſſian dominions, 
ſo indubitable on the whole, reſts on the 
very ſame baſis as in theſe countries; and 
that by all means, manufactories and in- 
ternal commerce are and muſt be the 
chief ſupports of any ſtate, and common- 
wealth. Frederic ſtrictly followed their 
principle, from which no wiſe ſovereign 
ever ſhould ſwerve, that as little money 
as poſſible ſhould be allowed to go out 
of the country. He knew very well, 
that many ſmall parts form a great 
whole; and gave the moſt convincing 
proofs of his wiſdom, by thinking even 
a political minimum never wann, of 
his notice. 


. VVo ! Honeret, 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT. 


”— However, Count Mirabeau, with his 
uſual inſolence and preſumption, aſſures 
us that Frederick, who ſ pent a vaſt deal of 

money in eſtabliſhing manufactories, moſt 

cruelly haraſſed and oppreſſed induſtry 
and trade in his dominions. 


But is it 


not a glaring abſurdity to bring this 
charge againſt a monarch, who cheriſned 
all domeſtic manufactories with the ut- 
moſt care, gave to all their produets an 
unbounded liberty, freed all raw mate- 
rials, eſ pecially the wool, from all duties, 
and gave premiums for ſuch ivland ma- 
nufactures as were ſold at the fair of 
Franckfort? Of monopolies in that ſenſe, 
wherein Buſhing and Mirabeau take this 
word, there exiſted very few or none at 
all in the Pruffian monarchy, during Fre- 
deric's reign. But the merchants every 
e „ 
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"where railed loud againſt his commer- 
| OE cial reſtraints, and no where louder than 
1 Hamburgb, where they found the 


8 moſt ſtriking likeneſs between Frederick 
| and Lewis the Eleventh of Fr e or 

. | "TO and d Nero. e e nas 
; | A very reſpeRable voice, in every 
3 country, is that of the merchant” 8. The 
[ EY ; univerſal complaints of fo great, valu- 
; 85 | able, active, and ſpeculative a body, 
A gaiuſt one fingle man, cannot fail of 
I = making the deepeſt impreſſion; above 


all, when this individual adheres to his 
- ſyſtem, and is deaf to all theſe com- 


\ . 


2 r N * 3 5 — — 
8 £8 - 


” 22 
FW. 1 


plaints. Every reproach, loud and often 
repeated, by a great number of people, 
strikes and commands attention. But 
3Y „ the frequent and noiſy utterance of ſuch 


1 7 1 
3 7 * 
E I aa as aft La 


a cen- 


or FREDERICK THE. GREAT, . 1 
Tbenfure is 7 no means a proof of its 3 
being well founded: therefore it will not 4 

be deemedk improper to ſubject thoſe 19 
complaints and cenſures to A ſtrict Terv= 1 
wr and nn 5 ; = ji lf 

26: The ſugar Lg » fays? Mr. De- 3 


nina, “ would be the moſt difficult to 
6 Jukify, if Frederick had not been . 
ce , obliged to grant it, in order to have 10 

| * e n in his own coun- 75 

N «& 100 20, Fog | 


Among all the Wende rights of ma- 
onfitring and ſelling, . beſtowed | by 
Frederick upon individuals, the ſugar | 
ny % is that which may be moſt. 
3 _ 


- 
Vo 


— 0 Ef ſur la vie & 0 regne de Frederick II, page 
437. 
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eaſily vindicated, and does the greateſt 


credit to Frederick's deep infight into 
| financial and commercial matters. 


Sine) years before the fon years war, 


the firſt ſugar manufactories were eſta- 
bliſhed i in Berlin by Meſſrs. Splitgerbes; 
never any new eſtabliſhment of Frede 
rick the Great was miore blamed than 


this; they cried every where: « In 
&© other caſes the public revenue is at 
« leaſt increaſed by monopolies; but in 
this, the aggrandizement of the houſe. 
of Splitgerbes can be the only effect ; 
« for the public will be obliged to pay 
ce for the ſugar, which is now become 


an. * 


ce of univerſal neceſſity, an enormous 


4 price.“ All the grocers, who till then 
| had only been brokers or factors of the 


20 am- 
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8 Hamburgh merchants, dreaded a great 
" in their trade. 


— 


* 


The TRUE on che: contrary, {oY the 


following reaſons for granting this mo- 
nopoly: by examining the tables of ex- 
ports and imports, he found the ſugar 
to be the chief money - drain of his coun- 
try: the many thouſand tons of foreign 
ſugars imported yearly into the Pruſſian 
provinces, muſt appear incredible to 
every one who has not ſeen the toll. 
books and other papers that ſlate and 
prove their numbers. 


\ 


Pruſſia poſſeſſing no ſugar iſlands, the 
raw material of this manufactory muſt 
always be purchaſed from foreigners; 3 
: but the n part of the value of ſu- 


gar 
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gar is paid for labour, as the refining of C 
the raw material. By eſtabliſhing ſugar i 
houſes i in his country, the king, of courſe, 
* kept the price of this workmanſhip with · 
in his own dominions, and gave employ- 
ment to 1 of his FR 6 


; i The whole ane | 3 and all | 
neighbouring provitices, till then got f 
their ſugar from Hamburgh. Six hun- ( 
dred ſugar-bakers, or refiners, lived there 
in eaſe and opulence, partly with Pruſ. ll -- 


ſian money: very few other places 1 

5 Europe brought this manufactory to ſuch : 
perfection as ; Hamburgh, and this was 
e e . peculiar quality of the ma. || 
ter: yet, the eſtabliſhment of ſugar- a 
. houſes i in Pruſſia, broke, in a ſhort time, 


two hundred of theſe houſes in Ham- 
. i 


I, 
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burgh, and drew more than a OY 
| ſugar-bakers, and other workmen em- 
ployed i in thoſe manufactories, into the 
Pruffian provinces. Protected and ſup- 

| ported by Frederick, the Pfuſfian ſugar- 
works began to thrive. Their ſugar 
prices were. almoſt equal to thoſe of 
Hamburgh, and much lower than thoſe 
of the Auſtrian manufactories; and the 
exciſes they quarterly paid amounted to 

[= very great ſums, How beneficial this 
„ monopoly was to the Pruſſian provinces, 
appear in the ſtrongeſt light from the 


0 conſequences of its abolition. In the 

very moment it was known that foreign 
. . treacle might be imported, the price of | 
L- this neceſſary of the poor roſe about : hy 
3 thirty per cent. which was the natural | 
- effect of the great concourſe of e in Ki 
» | Hamburg. f 
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IE. 


% * 


05 the Fad adninifrato of ihe Exciſe and 
| Tos in {hr Tre Dominion. 355 


> OTH the exciſe and taxes were 
but very ill adminiſtered in Pruſ- 


fla, fol want of the neceſſary inſpection 
and controul; and, during the ſeven 
years war ſome Pruffian financiers, con- 
ceiving that the Pruſſian monarchy was 


near its difſolution, embezzled and plun- 


dered the public revenue at will and 
f pleaſure. When this war was ended, the 
king, therefore, had nothing more at 
heart, than to reſtore order and regula- 
| rity in his finances, and to encourage and 
„ bopport 
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ſupport tinker manufactories, which, he 
knew. full well, could never proſper a 
long as the importation of foreign com- 
modities was not entirely prohibited, and 
prevented by all poſſible means. This | 
occafioned the French adminiſtration of of 
the Pruffian tolls and exciſe, or, as they | 
called it, the Regie; the firſt mover and 
promoter of which, Was the renowned 


aer of the ingenious treatiſe, De 1 


CS 


Helxetius was certainly an able finan . 
cier, but, at the ſame time, a gentleman | | 
of the moſt amiable diſpoſition, Being 
one of the farmer-generals in France, he 
acquired an immenſe fortune: he digni- 
fied the poſſeſſion of theſe riches by 
tioning off the . of French deſpo- 
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5 iſm, wrote his famous work, mug hel at 
the wild clamour excited againſt it, and 
went to Potſdam. Adding to an exten - 
five knowledge of the world all the re- 
finement and ſubtlety of the moſt-accom- 
paliſhed eruelties, he poſſeſſed, in an emi- 
nent degree, the talent of infinuating | 
| his opinions into the moſt. prejudiced 
minds. He perſuaded the king that his 
countrymen excelled all other nations 
in the knowledge and management of 
financial concerns, and, ef; pecially, in the 
art of preventing ſmu ggling and contra- 
band practices. Such adepts were the 
very men Frederick wanted. Helvetius, 
therefore, eaſily prevailed on him, that 8“ 
2 number 61. French farmers- general 
; e be entruſted with the care of re- 
019 de 19 a 2 | gulating 


6 i 
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gulating the Pruſſian finances, and new 
modelling them in their own way. 


On his return to Paris, Helvetius choſe 
forty. farmers general, to reform the 
Pruſſian finances. They bound them- 
ſelves only to inſure the king his former 
revenue, and their emol uments ſhould be, 
to ſhare with him, on equal terms, the 
| ſurplus produced by their operations 
They did not give any other ſecurity but 
their word. They even ſtipulated in 
their contract that 1 in caſe of any miſ- 
chance, they ſhould be obliged to no- 
thing more, than to account and make 
good the real revenue paid into their | 
hands. in ;: MA 35 5 
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Three thouſand French financiers now 
_ paſſed the Rhine. Manifold were their 


pr gradations, and ridiculous enough ſome 


of their titles, as e. g. . rolling. comptrol- 
jers, cellar-rats, &c.* Four, and after- 
wards five chiefs ſtood at the head of 


this financial army, called. Regiſſeurs ; 


all were ſubordipate to the farmers-gene- 
ral at Paris, and received inſtructions 


and orders from them. - Theſe fa. mers. 


general aſked ſalaries for their deputies 


and ſervants in the Pruffian dominions, 
whole number was ſo great, that but a 


part of them could be really employed. 
'PÞ rederick ſaw very ſoon what would be 
the conſequence of this French intruſion, 
and demanded ſecurity from the Parifian 
farmers, which, however, they refuſed 
ith the greateſt arrogance. | 


5 Controlleurs awbulants; . commis-rats de caver. | 


: Sane enen e e 0 them 


how wrong they were in denying. 


Invitation, as the king inſiſted upon it, 
andthe ſum did not exceed the amount 
-of that ſecurity, which every farmer - ge- 
-neral was obliged to give to the French 
government. But Helvetius 8 haughty | 
tribe returned them the following an- 
ſwer : Lou ure to know, that we have 
$a eſtabliſhed our company to introduce „ 
«* ſome order into the finances of tlie 


« king of Pruſha, and to give the neceſ- 
L « fary orders for that purpoſe, not not to 
. « receive them. This being the ROY you g 
8 c may tell the king, that, ſhould this 
5 © not be to his liking, he is welcome to 


n take back his buſineſs, and we are 
d * ready to annul our contract.“ 
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When this mandate of: the F rench fi- 
nanceering tyrants was laid before the mo- 
. narch, he could not refrain his indigna- 
tion, and exclaimed, Why this aree- 
e page of ſcoundrels: will give me: or- 
ders?“ He directly a pproved the an- 


nullation of their conttact, paid them 


all their expences according to their own 
arbitrary account, and took the Regiſ- 
ſeurs, with their numerous retinue, into 
is ſervice, He bade them now arrange 
his exciſe and tolls in their own way, gave 
them the title of Privy Counſellors of 
finance, and an annual ſalary of fixty 
thou land livres; however, under this 
proviſo, that, by way of experiment, 


-chey ſhould hold their places, if he 


1 "FP rsd 6 eataT © | wg 
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thought proper, only for fix years. After 
this time he diſmiſſed four of them, . 
kept in his ſervice but one, who had al- 


ways given him great ſatisfaction, M * 


. e i 1 


. are thy. reports and n 


reſpecting this French Regiſſeur. His 
countryman Count Mirabeau, tells us: 
| % De Launay is leſs than nothing 3 


cc he has not even the leaſt ſmatterin g 


in finance. His delivery is ſtammer- 


es ing, and his ideas are confuſed. Ia 
ce ſhort, this ſorry financier and very 
ce:yain man, would no where have been 
te taken any notite of, but in this coun- 
«© try, where, in financial matters, bo . 
hs found neither a judge nor a rival“. 

C 3¹ . PÞ rederick - 


a Hiftoie ſecrette de la cour de Berlin, Tow, u. 
Pag- 285, 
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Frederick, the. greateſt financier in- 
his dominions, knew, of courſe, much 
leſs than nothing; for he miſtook a man 
who was leſs. than nothing, and had not. 
the leaſt ſuperficial knowledge of finance, 
for his beſt French financier ! But all the 


Pruſſtan regiſters: of exciſe from 1766 to 
1786, muſt be burnt. to aſhes before 


"dat: can be: wanting, that M. de la. 


Haye de Launay was a very. intelligent 
— mais; thoroughly | killed in whatever 


knowledge may be: expected from a 


French financier. Pruſſian miniſters of 

| finance, in Juſtice to his merits, bave 
aſſured me, that all the propoſals and ac- 
counts he laid before that moſt acute 
and i ingenious king, during a ſpace of 
twenty years, were ſolid and clear. In- 


fallible was he as little, as Count Mira- 
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beau or the Pope ; buthe xequired' among 


the inhabitants of Berlin, who dreaded 
the Regie more than hell, particularly 


in the laſt years, confidence and love. 


Frederick was not equally fortunate 


with all the other Frenchmen, and eſpe» 


_ cially with M. de Candy, the firſt of all 
the Regiſſeurs, ſent from Paris to Berlin, ws 
tiough, at the beginning of the Frenck 


adminiſtration, he once wrote to Launayz 


He conſidered him and Candy as two 
& Jupiters deſcended from Heaven, tor 
« convey light and order into the Chand: 15 


” of his finances. (co 


C 8 ee 


pe Ia Haye de i Lands Refatation of Count 
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Jupiter Candy came to Berlin with 
the deſign of conducting the whole re- 


formation and management of the Pruſſian 
ſyſtem of finance. We poof honeſt Ger- 

mans think that no Frenchman, not alto - 
gether crazy, would attempt a work of 
ſuch importante, if he were devoid of 
At practical Knowledge in financial buſi- 
neſs. However M. de Candy's former 


place and employments did not lie this 
way; for he had been in Paris Receveur 


4e la porte St. Denis*. This place netted 

Kim, it is true, fixteen thouſand livres a 
year, but it could not im part to him any 
other financial knowledge, but chat of a | 
clerk a d receiver at a town-gate : yet, 
be fell even ſhort of this, becauſe ſome 


other 


3 Receiving Clerk at the gate of St, 8 


60 


* 
66 
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eher Gabe fellow, tor u very ſmall ſa- 
lary, officiated for him, and Candy pur - 


chaſed the title of Secretaire du Roi. His 


place and this title inſpired him with 5 


ſuch a magnanimous confidence in bis 
financial abilities, that, after bis death, 


(one of his colleagues killed this Jupiter 5 
in a duel) a paper in his own hand was | 


found with this inſcription : 1 0 Condi- 


ce tions, under which Iwilt agree to take 
«the place of Comptroller· general to 
« the King of Pruſſia. Theſe very mo- 


deſt conditions contained neither more 
nor leſs than the four following articles: 


«. The four firſt miniſters belonging to ; 
ac, the board of General direction, are to 
«bei my under-intendants. Theſe four 
40 miniſters muſt be bound to come to 


6. my houſe every day and make their 
; C 3 7 8 reports; 


. 


. ̃ ——. ES WOK SRV RE APES are”. 
: " 7.x 7 


ae eee irn, &“. 
2 -reports a guard of honour, conſiſting 
1, of four centinels,; muſt be placed at 
«my door; if theſe three conditions be 
et granted by the king, I ſhall aſk., no» 
| 0 thing. more but a, very; large ſalary.” 

This paper een le Recrveus 4 cu 
n extant. SH SOLES 25 2x 


1 
3 „ 0 


1 . Abtes of Berlin, 
 Manfiur.” Brindaquz. de Ia Roche, poſſeſſed. 
the very ſame aſſurance in things he ne- ; 
ver had. learnt. - He was a Jupiter in an- MW. 


ether, department,  Brindeaux; arrivedat:, y 
Berlin with the beneyolent intention of. 7 
improving, to the higheſt pitch: of perfec- Fo 
tion, the king's foreſts in his opinion,” fl EZ 
totally neglected, For his trouble he || © 

expected. ng more, thagda ſalary of one I p 

hungred thouſand. Ives, the, title of. I p; 

21104392 . bY 8 Grand 5 


* , 
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Grand maitre tes Eaux et Fortis, and albthe 
perquiſites belonging to ſuch a place. 
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Brindeaux-appearing in the moſt elegant 
dreſſes, and promiſing wonderful things, 


the king longed to know- where ſolgreat 
zman:might have ſerved before, and age: 
quired his: eminent knowledge? They 


wrote to every corner of France, but 
mans ſuch thing as tracing him; 


out. At laſt arrived a letter from Paris, 
containing the requeſt of a taylor, to 


arreſt a man of the name of Bringgaux\;; 
who had aſſumed the ſurname of La: 
Roche. This man, the taylor ſaid, vas ar 


ſervant-broker, kept, in the ſtreet, Si 


Honore,'a regiſter office, and impoſede up- 


porting th at the King of Pruſſia, under; 


promiſe of an immenſe ſalary, had called 


. 06 5 him 
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bim t6⸗ 


erlin, for the purpoſe of at 
ingz arranging, and directing the whole 


department of foreſts. On the ſlrength 


of this im poſition, the taylor had furniſhed 


him with fourteen ſuits,” embroidered in 
the'richeſt and moſt elegant manner, for 
which he now wanted to be paid, The 
deſeription of theſe clothes, given by the 
taylor, was a catalogue of the very dreſ- 
ſes wherein Brindeaux appeared in Ber- 
lin, dazzling the eyes of many admirers, 

| afterwards at a loſs to conceive how a 
tree} could be ſo aſſuming and tool-hardy 2 

a6 to venture upon the plan of appear- 
. ing before Frederick, as the would-be 


eulightener and reformer of the, 2 


3] ae een of foreſts, © 
and: 8 M.c te 


8 e's 


vi 


%Y. 


1 
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ol M. a6 Lavnay kept his place til Fre- 
 detiel's deceaſe, but the number of 


Frenchmen employed under him, de- 


creaſed almoſt every day. At the time 
of his death there were no more left of 


them than an hundred and anda 8 55 in 
all his dominions. 


b, . & 
7 1 


5 To beben the u ne of foreign 


commodities into his country, was his 
only aim in eſtabliſhing the Regie, and 
this he obtained in ſo ſucceſsful a man- 
ner, that all the inland manufactories 
roſe to the moſt flouriſhing condition. 


Though the publie revenue, from tolls 
and exciſe, encreaſed of courſe, he had 


by no means ſuch an augmentation in 


view. On the contrary, on drawing up 


every 
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every article that might. prove oppreſſve 
to the people, and cauſe well · grounded 
complaints. M. de Launay, in his excel- 
lent refutation of Count Mirabeau, aſſures 
us, „That the firſt. inſtruction. he re- 
5 . e from Frederick was this: to 6 
| ©. ſpare his people, becauſe: they: could 
© not pay much; and to encourage and 
« ſupport induſtry, becauſe a nation ob- 
c liged to pay taxes, ought to be pro- 
oy 4% vided with all, poſſible means of earn- 
| / „ ing money.” The admirers of Frede- 
i | frlick's ſtate economy do, conſequently, m. 
B 3 not deſerve that ſtigma with which the th 


N eloquent, but ill conducted pen of Count 
| Mirabeau endeavours to-brand them. It Þ anc 
would carry me too far ſhould: 1 follow. Im 
ö this great prince through all the various | hay 
N 5 branches 8 this new eſtabliſhment: but I gre 
1 may | 
| . 
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1 may be allowed to repeat on this c- 


caſion, a ſtate axiom which we muſt never 
loſe ſight. oft by forming a judgment 
on fuch political meaſures of a king of 
Pruſſia, and which is this: That in a 


country like his, the eſtabliſhing, ſup- 
porting, andi improving of manufactories, 


which give employment and ſubſiſtence 


to millions, is an object of much greater 


conſequence and benefit to the whole na- 
tion, than foreign trade and commerce. | 
Impreſſed with the wiſdom of this ſtate- 
maxim, Frederick conſtantly followed it 


through the whole of his reign, unbi- 


afſed by the prejudices of his cenſurers 


and the ſcurrilities of his {landerers, 


Impartial men and conſiderate politicians 


have applauded this wiſe conduct of the 


great monarch. But en can ſilence 


the 
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el + outery of many a political ſcioliſt 
} „ +", it, or correct the prejudices of a 
=. great number of | Litrerati;' whom th 
| | : | 7385 mighty powers the great Cdunt Mr. 
Aubeau bow down in foul and boch. 
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CHAP XvIL. 


On his oy id — and Ie . 


E ociely. 


T* learned Abbe Denina ſays,— : 
c Frederick ſucceeded in all bis 


* 


cc enterprizes, except thoſe which con · 


ee cerned commercial affairs, He was 
ul obliged to aboliſh the Eaſt India Com- 


ef? * pany, eſtabliſhed : at Emden in 19ers 


«and his Maritime Society was likewiſe 5 


« rather unſucceſsful i. | | 
Frederick 
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Frederick did never aboliſh this Eaſt 


India Company. But, in the ſeven years 


war, his enemies poſſeſſed Eaſt Frieſland 
and the port of Emden. The Company 


having no port, either for fitting out 


ſhips or carrying on their traffic in Aſia, 
expired of eourſe, but without any loſs 

to its members; who, after the cargo of 

| their laſt ſhip had been ſold in, England, 
1 recovered their capital ſtock with, inte- 
reſt, This undertaking would have 
anſwered extremely. well, but for ſome- 

| miſmanagement. of the DireRtors. . For, 
of alt the fixteen ſhips ſent out by the 


Company, not one was loſt, and all re- 
turned with. rich Es. 


His Maritime Society, erected after» 
wards, had not. the leaſt connexion. with 
ag n+, 5 * 1 
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this Eaſt India Campiny: That Society 

has nothing to do with the India trade, 
which, after the diſſolution of the Eaſt 
India Company, has been carried. on, in 

the Pruſſian dominions, in the fame man- 
ver as in Portugal, by way of indults for 
fagle voyages, granted to ſhips: belong» 

ing either to Bremen or Eaſt Frieſland. ff 


NG TT CS - 


9 


. This Society was: eſtabliſhed by the 177 


> I King for two very wiſe reaſons; which 
e IU were: firſt, to encourage in his kingdom. 
„the building of ſhips and a. maritime. | 
e freight and carriage trade; and, in the- 
i= If ſecond place, to ſhare with the Emperor 
the great profits ariſing from the ſalt 
trade in Poland. To obtain the firſt end, 
r= the Maritime Society was bound, in the 
ch e the n to bull every year A 
as. | 1c: ncew  - 
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x certain number of merchant-men, def. 


tined, under Pruſſian colours, to fail on 
account of the Pruſſian and other nations. 
Six thouſand Dutch veſſels, employed in 
this freight trade, convey every year muck 
more money into the circulation of Hol. 
+ land, than the whole commerce with the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies. More than four 
hundred ſhips ſail yearly to and from the 
famous ſca-port of Stettin. They carry 
between an hundred and three hundred 
tons. The freight from this ſea· town to 
Bourdeaux, for inſtance, was, before the 
ſeven years war, ten dollars per ton; and 


is, at preſent, ſtill higher. Suppoſing 


- the number of voyages to be no more 


than eight hundred per annum, we may 


eaſily conceive, from the large amount 
of the freight, of what importance it 


* 4 « - 


muſt 
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mul be to a King of Pruſſis, to carry 
this trade as far as the ſituation of his 
country will admit, | 
be the'ſeoond point, we ought 
to recolle&, that on the diſmemberment 
of Poland, contrary to the firſt plan of 
partition, Auſtria took and appropriated | 


of to herſelf all the rock ſalt · petre in Po- 

8 land. From a proper inveſtigation of the 
7 matter, it appeared that, at leaſt, the | 
Northern Poliſh provinces might be fure 
15 niſhed with ſea - ſalt at the ſame price as 


0 that of rock: ſalt, and with great advan- 
tage to the ſeller. The Maritime So- 


0 ciety, therefore, took up this buſineſs; 
wy by means of a contract between ſome | 
3h Pruſſian and Liverpool merchants, got 
* the ſea · ſalt at a certain permanent price, 
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and ſold i it in Poland with a 28 of 
| > 85 fifty and more pen: cent. 
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By company, inſtituted for ſuch wiſe 
- purpoſes, and provided with fuch means I 
of obtaining them, could not have failed ti 
to thrive, and to be of equal advantage C 
{© tothe State and the joint proprietors of I t. 
its ſock, if the moſt glaring miſdemean- Ill G 
ours of Baron Goerne, Miniſter of State to 
and Director General of this Company, 
| and the large ſums of money embezzled 
by him, had not deſtroyed i its pens 
and caufed its ruin. 
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Fredericks meeknefs, and the noble- 
neſs of his mind, never ſhone in a bright- 
er light than at the trial of this illuſtri- 
ous: culprit, Before it had. A * 
1 that 
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{WY that Goerne' $ criminal 0 was hes : 
cauſe of the inſolvent ſtate of the Mari- : 
time Society, Frederick, to ſupport their. 

e credit, had advanced more than a mil- 

lion of dollars. When Goerne, after his 

d trial, became a bankrupt, a report of the 

ze Commiſſioners informed the King, that 

of this money might be recovered out of 

n- Goerne's eſtates and other property, put ; 

te to ſale, if he choſe to avail himſelf of his 

y, Jiegal and adjudged right of precedency. 

ed In this caſe, all the other creditors of 

ty Goerne would have loft their demands. 

But Frederick returned the Commiſſion- 

ers the following anſwer: „ Having 

“ made ſo bad a choice, and entruſted 


*.ſuch a man with a charge of ſo great 
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OW » was it t polüble that” a” 5 


te army of two hundred thouſand men, 
and erected buildings with the ſame 
4 facility as they are drawn in other 
| cc countries, could amaſs a greater ti trea- 

« ſure than any other Monarch i in Zu- 
1 1 "- pr. 1 | 


a of F | &% Tp b 


| ws anſwer to this queſtion, T can Wie: 


him with the following arcanum: * 
AQ N e Take 


„ & ** 


i 


> 7166, reign of, at beſt, ſeven mil · 
bw; Une of ſubjects, who kept on foot an 


7 i eG once aſked by a Frenchman, 
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Take a king of the moſt powerful and 5 
penetrating mind; of an activity and ap» 


plication to bufineſs ſeldom to be found 
on thrones; a king, careful to forbear 


all ſuperfludus expence, and, with a clear 
annual revenue of eight millions of do 
lars for himſelf and his whole court, 
never ſpending more than two hundred 55 
and twenty thouſand dollars per amum 


let their King reign forty-ſix years, anc 
you'll have the n of * Frede- 
rick che Great. | 5 21 1.45 1 FEES 54 . 137 2 
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4 mould rather have FR his trea” 


ſure to have been greater than it was, did 


1 not know that it was his plan and in- 
tention; never to treafure up more money 
than he thought necefſiry for the ſecu⸗ 
ality and preſervation: of bas Mate. 
„ + Shy 8 Frede · ; 
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g. . Frederick the Berod, 4 lays his in- 


1 — panegyriſt, Count Guibert, „ is 
1 ce charged with many a deſpotic and ill- 
. enlculated ſtep in governing bis realm; 

8. with having debaſed the coin of bis 


Sede. raked together an immenſe 
" 067 treaſute, withdrawn from the uſe of 
.*: ihduftry vaſt ſums, and clogged. the 


© circulation of money; they reproach 
. him with having ſeized tolls, manu- 
«. factures, poſts, foreſts, and all lucra- 
8 tive branches of revenue, and chang- 


6 ed them into indirect taxes. He has 


m introduced,” ” they lay, © into his go- 
« ernment, the French ſyſtem of „ 


« Dance, and let out to farmers of this 


e nation che excife and all the other 
66 taxes, in diametrical oppoſition to all 


« found nn of did He 
. =; mas 


"* 
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t has. at. the: fame. time, engroſſed all $5. 
« ſources of wealth and riches, and, in POL, 
« many reſpects, reſtrained the N „ 
« of his ſubjects, inaſmuch, that a man ; 

72 © of: IR was not allowed to diſpoſe | 

10 of his eſtates, or marry his children as 

© he pleaſed, or ſuffered to live in ano- 

« ther country: in his, dominions all the 

te poſſeſſions of his ſubjects were watch 

ed with fiſcaline mn the 

« neee eines 


1 


The W - ts in | this 8 
re· echoed from all the borders of Bran- 
denbourg and Pruſſia; they were the com- 
mon talk of all the miniſters, and, eſpe= 
cially, of all. the courtiers in Germany; 
as . report in Ts and the 

D 2 - general 


Tiste de Frederick U. page 197 and 199. 
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general rumour over-all? Europe. The 
Tepe le thels' J: rges appea 

however, I truſt, in ſome degree from 
what has been ſaid Hliesdy in this work, 
and will be placed in the ſtrongeſt light 
by what I have more te ſay. A govern- 
ment, under with the intereſt falls 


from fix to four per cent. at the ſame 


time that uſeful ind uſtry i is encouraged, 
and manufactories increaſe and flouriſh, 
certainly does not clog the eirculation of 
money. Another proof of the abundance 


of ſpecie in the Pruſſian provinces, is 


dis, that in all the different banks mil- 
luocons are placed at two, and two and an 
half per cent. 


jeets of private trade. In Pruſſia nobo- 
94 was e xs mo la, Prohibited from 


Tolls, public foreſts, 
and poſt-revenues are in no country ob- 


mar- 


1 


0 FREDERICK run GREAT. 3 | 
marrying his children our of che coun- 
try 5 and there are innumerable inſtances 
of rich people having. married abroad, 
during Frederick's s reign, without being 
taken any notice of. When did he ever 
prevent any man of fortune from ſelling 15 
his eftates, or leaving his country, if he 
choſe it Every wiſeſovereignwill certain | 
ly endeavour, by gentle means, to oppoſe 
the emigration « of wealthy ſubjects; and 
Frederick never uſed any other. Count 
Redes, a man of great fortune, married 


the only daughter of a Pruſſian banker, of : 


the name of Orguelin, got with her four 
hundred. thouſand dollars, went with this 
money to Saxony, and lived there unexs | 
chequered, and. unmoleſted, Noblemen, 


ir is true, were not allowed to fell their 


family eſtates to others but noblemen, 9 
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without a pech N leine But the 
_ reaſons of this ſtatute ſhall be explained 
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in the twentieth chapter of this book. 


"= 


Though a elear revenue of eight mil. 


lions of dollars, eſpecially 1 in the latter 


yeats of Frederick's reign, was annually 
left to his diſpoſal, yer he laid up but a 


Part of this ſum in his treaſurꝛ. It is 


not my intention to gather more mo- 
ee ney,” fajd he to Baron Horſt, 05 than 


a a twelve years war may require: rat 


% preſent, no war can poſſibly laſt ſo 
4 long, and to requeſt more money than 
| & is neceſſary, would hurt my people.“ 
What, conformably to this maxim, he 


did not ſtore in his treaſury, he ſpent for 


= the moſt benevolent purpoſes, for the 
relief of diſtreſſed ſujects; for build- 


ings 


day 
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ings and other public concerns, beſt cals 
culated to bring money into circulation. 
As a faithful ſteward of his ſtate, and a 
careful manager of the public revenue, 


he chiefly. fixed his attention upon the in- 


ereaſe of the circulation of money. 


A king of Pruffia,” once faid the 
mighty Count Mirabeau, ſhould ra- 
te ther have no treaſure at alls Thi 


in a Frenchman, was indeed a patriotic, © 


thought ; for a king of Pruſſia, without a 
treaſure, muſt be a king of no conſe- 
quence to France. The crafty Mirabeau 
fel this, but his dull Berlin admirers did 

D4 2 not, 


* Letter preſented to Finderlcl Wld II. the | 
day of his acceſſion-to the throne, Ke. Page 48, 40. 
50, 51 | 


56 
obt, and choughe- kim to be Pruffia ; 
warmeſt and moſt zealous friend, x 
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A great treaſure is of indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity to a king of Pruſſia. The moſt 
numerous army would be altogether uſe- 
leſs, could he not march and employ 
mem i in the very moment he has ocea- 


fon for ſuch an army. That this cannot 


5 be done without great ſums of money, i is 
obvious to the weakeſt underſtanding. 
To raiſe ſuch ſums by taxes or loans the 
moment they are wanted, the ſituation 
and reſources of the Pruſſian provinces 
do not admit, T he only expedient on 


ſuch an urgency is therefore a great ſtore 
of ready caſh, In the moſt dreadful war 
_ that ever ſcourged a country, he did 
neither raiſe the old taxes, nor impoſe any 
new 


ww 
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new one; and, after the peace was made, | 
he not only remitted his people incredi- | 


ble ſums of arrears, but, alſo diſtributed 


among them Ry; millions. af; money. 2 


When cl Mirabeau bids the king | 
of Pruſſia place his- treaſute i in foreign | 


funds, every confiderate:mammuſt cer- 
tainly be at a loſs to conceive how the 
count, who ſets up fot an inſtructor of 


monarchs, with the leaſt knowledge of 


the European powers, and their reſpee 


tive, relation to each. other, can give ſuch 5 
advice. Any ſovereign, Who has the 18 
treaſure of another ſtate in his country, 
is, no doubt, the abſolute maſter of this 
ſtate; he can force it to follow every 
Xt N D 3 1 8 im- _ 


= Letter . to Frederick William II. the 
day of his accejlgn.to the throus, Sc. page ge ind „ 
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95 impulſe. be is pleaſed: to give, as it is 
fully in his power to with-hold all the 
means that could enable it to ORs 


contraty direction. 


MI. Buſhing tells use, chat, at the 
155 end of the ſeven years war, Frederick's 
treaſure v was moſt wretchedly exhauſted. 
155 But this gentleman miſtakes the king 8 
N private purſe and the pay office for the 
a King's treaſury; ; this, at the cloſe of 


0 that war, was fo little exhauſted, that out 
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of it, immediately after the peace, he 
gave fix millions of dollars to his 1 LIPS 
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On his ing ain the & Seven Te bars War. 


EL the 3 nes; contends 

ed in this long and deſtructive war, 

were e to ſtrain to the utmoſt all 

their force and vigour, Their plans, 

preparations, and armies. were prodi- L 
gious : ſuch trains of artillery as appear- 


ed in this war had never been ſeen before, 


and were as expenſive as whole armies im 
former times. France raiſed contribu 
tions in many a country, drained many 


provinces of their money, and, never 


theleſs, contracted new debts to the 


amount of a thouſand millions of livies? 
e 2 * 1 . 
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Altria over-burthened her ſubjects with 
taxes, and the ſtate with a never ceaſing 
incumbrance, by creating. vaſt ſums of 
paper-money, and iſſuing a great num- 


"8 of ſtate-bonds, the intereſt of which | 


is paid by government. T he treaſure of 
che houſe of Medicis was entirely ex- 


bauſted. All the millions which Francis | 
* the Firſt bag gathered with all the induſ- - 


try, and care of an iotelligent banker, 
vere ſcattered and ſpent: :: Auftria's pub- 
be debt, at the end of the ſeven years 
war, amour ted to au hui 
Collar: Sweden. ſtood on the brink of 
| bankruptcy: Ruſſia. impoſed taxes and 
rug id debt; and England increaſed hers 
in a most. alarming manner. Frederick 
way ſenſihle of his treaſure being not 
equal, lovg to Hear the expences of ſuch 
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dred millions of. 
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2 war: 10 knew, likewiſe, what, from 
their dangerous ſituation, his dominions 
would have to ſuffer, and forbore to grind 
them - with extraordinary taxes: he 


| ſought for ſome other reſource, and 


found it in altering the ſtandard of his 


LO 


A 5 * * 8 N bs i 2 * * ” 
. r "4 x58 © © + 3 


After his firſt invaſion of Saxony and a 


| part of Bohemia, he ſaw very oon that 
it was entirely in his power to fix, as he 


pleaſed, the value of the current ſpecie ; 


in countries which he uſed as his own, 


and even to greater advantage, on ac- 


count of che contribution | they were 
obliged to pay: at the ſame rate he took 


their currency in the payment of taxes, 
be could give it out in theſe countries: 
werelore, he ordered the officers of the 


v | 225 | x | ; | mint, | 
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bs 


mint, out of a mark fine filver to coin, 
Inſtead of thirteen” dollars and: Aa third, 
5 fixteen dollars; and carried this meaſure 
fo far, that at laſt, the real value of fif- 
teen. dollars, in ſuch bare money, was 
0 more than five. $9 ok ag, 19:50 


* 
[wal 


Without any enn and very errone- 


ouſly, it is generally ſuppoſed, that the 
Jew: merchants Ibrabam Brig, and Moſes | 
'. Vaac had alone and entirely conducted 
this coinage, engroſſed its advantages, 01 
and determined the intrinfic. value os the 
eoin. | For this. reaſon” all Berlin was i 6. 
bickering at them. On the great ilu- 
mination that was to celebrate Frede- 2 
rick's ſolemn entrance on his return from le 
the ſeven years war, ſome witling was, 4. 
. much pplauded for. exhibit- 


* bd ; 
Oo . 
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ing be temſparency of a ne eating 
Frederick's d'ors, and voiding the bareſt 
of ſuch filver coin, with the —_— Paas 
W 


Thee eminent Jew. merchants were 
contractors only for the neceſſary. bul- 
Bon, and by this contract with the mint | 
allowed a profit of eight per cent. The 
immenſe gain arifing from, the difference 
between the nominal amd intrinſie value 4 
of the coin, was altogether employed. , i; 
to prop the tottering frame of the Profs” 
lan ſtate. h 


A This financial” operation of Frederick 1 3 
led him to another ſpeculation hen won· + 
8 80 anſwered its ET { 
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hben Field. maridat Daun, in 1758, 
on his ſucceſsful irruption into Saxony, 
proceeded: ſo far as to take poſſeſſion of 
Dreſden, he was ſtopped at this. place. 
The other part of Saxony, of courſe, re. 
mained in Frederick's power, and the 
Pruſſan coin was ſtill circulating. there. 
A Pt uſfan ; mint contractor, connected 
with ſome Auſtrian commiſſaries, was 
ordered by Frederick to propoſe to the 
| fleld:marſhal, <«-to pay the army under 
his command i in Pruſſian coin, Which 
4 would yield him a profit of forty per 
4 eent. This great advantage he could: 
4 gain for his ſovereign,” ſaid the emiſ- 
ſery, « if he would exchange” all the 
66% money he received from Vienna, for 
« the payment of the troops under his 
33 orders, for Pruſian coin, which, as 
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« it Was vintuliting Wied Saxony, 
£6 would do as Well as 155 ene, 
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K ne this . to be very. 
adyagtagebus to the empreſs, and, with- 


out any delay, informed the court of Vie 


enna of it. He was no aſſayer, to be 
ure, and alt the Auſtrian officers of the 
mint, who ſhould have known it better, 


were viſited, it. ſeems, with a ſtrange | 


abſence of mind, for the propoſal was 
agreed to. Amazing: ſums of [Auſtrian 
ſovereign- d ors poured raw into the Pruſ- 
ban dominions, and were exchanged 
chere for Pruſſian coin. By this opera- 4 
tion, Daun, in the payment of the, army 
under his command,, gained forty per 
cent. and Frederick ſixty. It was one 


of the h/ which Frederick, wha 15 
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| every year contruſtes: r bullion to ihe 


amount of an hundred millions, for the 
uſe of his mint, during the moſt expen- 


| five War preferved his treaſure 1 in the very 


fame condition e 1 59:4 


As * as the © Ahern 1 
-th intrinſte and nominal value of this 


new money was any way moderate, it was 
© coined under the Pruffian ftamp ; but 
when this difference grew too great, to 
Frederick's face ſuceeeded that of the 
. good King of Poland, and, for variety's 
5 fake, the Prince of Anhalt-Bemburg' b 
i from whom he purchaſed the uſe of his 
1 


| The Swedes were , the fr of che · belli 
8 "_w_ powers that adopted Frederick's 


ow: 8 
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very ſmall, their profit, a cad 
TOR, was not you 5 


7 


their minds, in a manner the leaſt hurt- 
ful to commerce and trade. 


| 1 


plan ; they even improved on it, for the 
Swediſh coin had ſcarcely any real value 
at all; but as che diſtriet, when they _ 
could force it into circulation, was but 


4 8 of this meaſure was, 

that, at the cloſe of the ſeven years war, 
a greater ſam of ſpecie circulated through 
the Pruffian provinces than before; but 
the riches of the poſſeſfors of this money 
exiſted, for the - greateſt part, only in 
imagination. It was neceſſary to cure 
them of that giddineſs, with which ſuch: 

imaginary wealth might have infected 
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For this purpoſe, inſtead of cutting | 


che knot, and beating down, as it were 
f vich one ſtroke, his coin to its old ſtand- 

ard, (which muſt have ruined a great 
number of merchants, dealers, and tradeſ- 
men) he brought it near to it by a new 
coinage, almoſt the medium between the 
old and the war money; ordained that 


| this middle. coin ſhould not circulate 


longer than one year, and then returned, 
with reſpect to the gold coin, to the old 


ſtandard; but, concerning the filver, 


eftabliſbed- a new one, in conformity 
with which, fourteen dollars are epined 
out of a mark fine filver, 

* the e years war + the Pruſſian 
| Kate was certainly, in a. great degree, 


teeured from deſtruction wal the ee 
31 „„ Ho IT e ent 
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ent 1 have hitherto explained. eds 4 
rick, who by weighing his own actions . 
never put another's opinion in the ſcale, FE i 5 1 
but, like every powerful mind, only bis 1 / 3 
own conſciouſneſs and feelings, rejoiced, ; f 
therefore, in the great idea which ſaved. 

his country, meanwhile half the -world 

was crying and railing againſt it. He 

did not diſown that it was a remedy as 
obnoxious as violent; but it was the 

only one that could preſerve his ſtate, 

and, therefore, he exulted in its being 

his own diſcovery, - and would often ſay; 
with conſcious pride and heartfelt ſatifs 
faction, I owe this reſource, not to uot "of 
e my-financiers, but to myſelf.” or | 5 lf 
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Beyond all expectation did it operate; — 7 
i. not only during the war, but even after 1 
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the peace : in the very moment of hi 
victorious return he had money enough 
to rebuild his deſolated towns and vil - 
lages; to repair all his fortreſſes; to 
make the moſt expenſive and uſeful im- 
provements in his manufactories; and to 


encourage Population and trade in his 


dominions. More than an hundred thou. 
ſand of his ſubjects returned, therefore, 
to their mother - country. The grand pa- 
lace in the park of Saniſbury he finiſhed 
in the higheſt ſtyle of _ ſplendour, 
and brought, by this n means, immenſe 
ums in circulation among the artiſts and 


workmen of all deſcriptions. He even 
begun, inſtantly, to augment bis army, 


Some thouſands of cannon were melted 
| down and new caſt. Every public debt, 
Lontracted en the war, and all its 

| | e 
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charges were paid in the firſt year of . 
peace. Many a million he threw out 
among his provinces, impoveriſhed by 

the war, forgave them many millions of 
arrears, and yet his treaſure remained 
animpaired, | 
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On bis Sentiments and. Behaviour towards the 
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REDERICK rs hit his 
. e “ One family is as ancient 2 


ridicule the fortuitous merit of a noble 
extraction, and the 2 with which 
nt infeſts a weak mind. 


K 


"For this 8 the obiliey of Berli 
| difinguilhed themſelves by a very hu: 
mane way of thinking | on 1 this point, ſi 

1 exceeding 


Nobility, and the Protection he ered 10 


ue 


or 5 ERICK, ux ORBAT. 5 
Aae ticklith in Germ 


where in this country, was a ene, 


not of noble birth, better and with more 


* houſes at Berlin. No one takes it amiſs 


there, that Madame de Maintenon, about 


century ago, ſaid of A, certain (in all | 
| likelihood, German,) lady: ic She bas 
his. nothing of the citizen about ber, ex- 


* 2 — » 


en. e cept the, 


ff 


meet with one, ſo very firavge, that, pich 


poſe it to be a mere jeſt, | When he, in 


| FEY 


kindneſs received, than! in the noblemen* s ; 


n PRA of her nobility, » 


; However, a among Frederick's laws v. we | 5 | 
ſuch. a Pbiloſophic King, we muſt top: 


the beginning of his reign, framed a ; 
organized anew the Royal Society of 
Berlin, and | it was extremely difficult,to 
Vor. 11. Fe Sh E . find . 


. Riea's ds — we ane fur 4 5 


* x 5 Py 
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find members, he enacted this very odd 
and comical law: « A nobleman' may be 
4 4 member of this ſociety, without 
« Maining his nobility. - At the requeſt 
of M. de Maupertuis, Prefident of that 
fociety, this law was aboliſhed after. 
wards, and fince, times and ſentiment: 


| ; are vaſtly changed; for long ago, the 


Em preſs of Ruſſia, Catharine the Second, 
| Became member of the Royal Society at 
Berlin. e 5 oe 


"4 the diſpoſal 155 8400 employment, 
Frederick ſet no value on a noble extrac- 
tion, though Count Mirabeau ſeems to 
| doubt 1 it. Here the higheſt deſert; and 
be be Pad: capacity were always prefer- 

Many of his Miniſters of State 
were not of noble birth, The famous 


and yarthy Preſident, Dombard, was old 
ED and 


and grey-headed, when Frederick nobi- 


ut were not noble, | 


x . a 8 . — "he 
v ; * 9 1 k ** 4 5 1 » * 
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at il © Ae Mirabeau reproaches Frederick 


er. WM with having countenanced the moſt glar· 
hibiting the nobility, deſirous of paying 


any one but a nobleman.* But he g 


ment, when he charges this law with ab- 


bility, and, wo on 1 ſometinies 


old -. Letter — Predetick William the en, 


ud the den of his acceſſion to , page 35s and 26, 


; er FREDERICK rar BREAD, / : Of, 


litated him. All his Sabine Counſellors - | 


ing and . unreaſonable | injuſtice, in pro- 
their debts, from ſelling their eſtates to 

ly miſtakes, it ſeems, the motives and 
principles of the Legiſlator, and is little 


acquainted with the frame of his govern- 


ſurdity, and its obſervers with tnadneſs. Z 
Frederick always did juſtice to the no- 


f ” ! 
p 2 ks 4k 
j 3 "_s : ; + 14 | "> 4 E 2 | f 7 , 4 L 4 not | 
n 8 4 * 5 e 73 ; 


5 
5 , | os * BE \ wan 
. 4 N $75.4 1 | n rn * 
: . 1 25 4 1 0 2 vs , Sf 


errxer x wee or ur L472, ak. 


Sh 


2 


r 
N 9 9 — * ONT" 
* * 


* 
I 
A" * 7 - XX 
* 5 e 8 £1 . » - 
ROT, SY Bt e 5 . 2 AN K . > 5 
2 VEE . Tf es «© 
- x4 7 33 « _x 
a ES - 7 


* 


1 4 i; dt care ler wronging thoſe who were not 
„ f that 


Mn. * O 4 
ons Eo n Es rot 
2 * 2 ft * 

0 


6c 


2 


r 


8 


„ On numberleſs occafions, he diſcloſed 
„„ his Wind about the origin and exiſtence 
J of che nobility, in a manner, that did 

| 1 1 Hanour: to his: ſentiments and thoſe 


A „ 
„ 


= AT F 3 1 = 

nn ed; EW Ee * SED 

„ a8 ef o Y 

e pot A 

; EY SS 
>) N 


A = 4 F 5 
. 
r 
_ © * 
x * 4 of 


— preſumed once to aſſert at the 
"= 1478 King's table, that every ſovereign had a 
mall right co take away from the nobility, 
3 dcbe immunity of their lands; and that for 
_— this:pyrpdſe; in order to relieve all the 
5 eher (claſſes. of ſubjects, nothing was 
| Xquired but a declaration of the fore. | - 
agign's' will. c By no means,” replied | the 
5 | Frederick, rather with ſome vchemence; jut 

| me the nobility have as much, and per- bil 
« haps more right to be free, than wel acc 

? £ bringe haue, am _ d no- for 
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11 „ bility are the relics of tie free an · 


« choſe princer for the ſole purpoſe of 
« l6aditig on the-armies who fought for 


olten charged with having either not 


he W a * nobleſſs. 


juſtice and prudence to ſupport the nos 


account of the ſtrength which they af- 
"0 forded they armies, He has 2 forci- 


« cient nation, that, in times of yore, 


« national liberty, and-mainraitned it.: 
Theſe were the ſentiments of a, king, fo 


known, of totally diſregarde@the rights. 

of. men Ver, to be ſure, he never fuſs 
pected, chat at Verſailles, theſe righrs = 
ſhould once de vindicated againſt: the! 
or grand monarch, and Baſtian 3 affertion 


ow a conſider maximwith Frederick, | 
that all European princes were bound in 


bility by all poſſible means, eſpecially on 


11 5 bly-exprefſed himſelf on this ſubjeR, in 


his poſthumous works,* though certainly 
in a manner r that muſt; greatly depreſs not 

only allofficers, not nably born; but alſo 

| PEN AG not of * extraction. 


92 "I * 25 > » | - at -: 


hs . of this deſorption forbears, 
of courſe; commenting on ſuck, ſtrange 


opinions, and utterly. unexpected afſer-, 


5 tions of a Philoſophie King. Enougb, 


Frederick gave his nobility every ſup · 
port, and did it for the very reaſons 
which he openly profeſſed. . He ſpent 
vaſt ſums in improving noblemey' 8 
eſtates, when the means of their propri- 


etors were not equal to ſuch undertak- 
ings. After the ſeven years war, he; pre- 
ſented ws and in Sileſia with. "three: 


bus. 


JE 0 Ink — Frederick 1, &c, Ton. * | 
pages mw 167, 268. * 
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hundred thouſand dollars, and affifted | 
them; with two hundred thouſand more, 
as they were framing thoſe famous. eſta; 5 


blihwengs, darts tor the ſupport 


Ms 


Nang 86 Pg rapacity off By WH) | 
and lawyers, and the. chicanery of credi- 


tors ; and ſaved, by theſe immortal gifts, 
four hundred noble families in that pros 


vince. He even paid the debts of fuck 
noblemen, as by misfortune were dif- 


abled from. diſcharging, them. The no- 


bility 3 in. Pomerania, after the ſeven years. | 
war, received from him five hundred 
thouſand dollars to ſatisfy their. credits 


ors, and. the ſame, ſum to repair and re- 


ſtore their eſtates, . In improving theſe, 
eſtates, he gfterwards, ſpent, for ſome, 


time, three hundred thouſand dollars per 
annum. With the ane generoſity he 


aſſiſted Þ 


„ 


Y * Rs 


ED þ 
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two, if the incre: 


very great. Thele interefts w 
eſpecially in Pomerania, in penfions for 


s ext485 1 or thi um bt. 


Bes the nobitky of other provinces, 
Lar' ge marſhy tracts were drained and 

75 fotmed into rich meadows, waſte lands 
Wh] _—_— itito Gage ground, and farm- 
Abubled and ae the revenue of 

a nobleman, were often achieved with 2 
Few thouſand dollars, He was not oblig- 
ed to refund the capital, but only bound 


Imptevements, which 


ta pay one pet ecnt. intereft, and at moſt 
fe of his reventie was 
ere ſpent, 


poor noblemen's widows and country 


fchoolmaſters. The Memoirs of Count 
Ws Herzberg, read before the Royal So- 
eiety of Berlin, are immortal monuments 


of theſe glorious deeds, fs a of 
t me” e 6 


Such 
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hart upon the nobility, becauſe he ſup. 
poſed them to be the be of 


the otiginal Nock of the nation. He 


would have entirely miſſed his aim, had 
he ſuffered the running in debt, ſo often 


cauſed by the moſt extravagant Profu- 
fon, to be a way of transferring noble= 
men's eſtates into the hands of people, 
who did not belong to that order. More- 
over, by not allowing ſuch alienations 
with reſpe& to the greateſt number k 
his provinces, he did but follow the 5 
common law, which prohibited all but 
en, from SR Maes cſtates. 175 


Count Mirabeau, perfectly i ochast of 
all this, could the leſs comprehend this 
meaſure, as the cuſtom and manners of 


F rance ſtood between him and all | poſfi- | 
ES bine? | 


n great Ken did Frederick edi; | | 


u SELECT views or THE Lays, be. 


bin of. entering into thoſe, German 
ideas. In France, a Jew was ſuffered to 
. purchaſe the. dukedom of Pequigny; ; 
by the lawful judgment & the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, he was maintained i in the 
exerciſe of the right of patronage, and 
_ allthe curates in that dukedom directed 
to pany, for him i in the Sura cal © 


ws 
AO "Py p—, HY 1 


* Buy, 1 | diſpoſed Frederick w was 
.to ſupport and cheriſh noble families, he ; 
was nor leſs diſpleaſed with that univer- is. 
Mal ariſtocracy. which Count Mirabeau 
has full right, to call the ſcourge of 
monarchial governments, and of which 
he juſtly ſays: ce The people do not fear 
* and reject kings; but their miniſters, 
t their courtiers, their nobility, in ſhort, 
= 40 ee "ac. OD „ 
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a * Letter preſented to Frederick William n. Ke. Th 
n. * oF C | 
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A; philoſophic German king, could. 
| perceive! better than any other. monarch, 
the propenſity of the German, nobleſſe to 
miſuſe their privilege; the Almighty 
charm of the very ſound of their title 
| over every ſlaviſh mind the petty | 
| haughtineſs of noble dolts, and the mean 
eringing of the ſtupid bourgeois at their 

feet. Frederick, far from ſanctioning 
$ an any barbarous preponderance of the no- 
ic bles, during his whole reign never ſwerv- 5 
t. ed from this wiſe maxim, that it is the 
5 duty of ſovereigns to protect the lower 
of claſs of people againſt the cruelty. of 
ch petty tyrants. © He miſtruſted every man 
in poyer, and for this reaſon, would 
* - liſten, to the complaints of every peaſant, os 
NY glfem affe lig puniſhing the moſh 
1 glaring walter woah; Peoples. RA wr 
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fare been Er th rough Europe, 


kelpecting this event, which from its 
nature, cauſes and conſequences, forms 
en features in the 


one of the 


= | bor hat 1 


The water chat drove the thill roſe with. 
in the eſtate of this nobleman, and paſ- 
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ſed through ſeveral man it bend 8 
Jed the mill. He found it convenient to 
lead this water round one of thoſe ponds, 
without altering, however, its courſe to 
de mill. Arnold was deeply. in debt, 

E and at laſt unable to pay his rent. This | 

; WW occafioned a commiſſion of bankruptoy | 

: WM igainſt him, and the mill was put to 
Ir ꝶ—a;h ĩðͤ NES 
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„ The miller's wife was intimately con- 
„ vected with a lawyer, clerk to Colonel - 
4 Heuking's aden quitfered. in the . 
neighbourhood. To this dear friend ſhe 
coniplained of her diſtreſi. He drew up 
a memorial to the King, wherein he ſaid: 

* By the commiſſion of bankruptcy iſ- 
*-fued _ Arnold, he was greatly 
* injuted. The mill-water was taken 
b — , 50 * nevertheleſs, had 
* been 
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4. This bad involved him in debt, and 
71 the now intended ſale of the mill 


H . 
8 A ” 17 4 1 
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1 Fredenck, aruek ith, thts dons 


25 matters, yet Arnold's s complaint ſeem -. 
* ed to ſet forth fo atrocious an injury, 


6e them, with the utmoſt attention to in- 1 
5 66 quire into it, and 0 d Juſtive: to the 


| * the Inferior Court at Cuſtrin con. 


* . 


Ru n obligecd to pay the whole rent 


could not fail to ee his ruin.” 


1 


of this e ſent it to the High I | 
Court of Juſtice at Berlin, giving them 

do underſtand, “that though it was not 
779 uſual with him to interfere in judicial 5 


« that be could not forbear enjoining ; 


CC 
«« petitioner.” „„ Of Lo Cath fo 
5 7 9 ; , 4 1 1 4 ' r 1 1 bach be 


Tie Logue; was. made, 5 Lak rule i. 


an 


amel 3 donever. without ioforming the 5 
| King - 
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King of the legal cauſes ns this judg- 
| ment, which, no doubt, ought to have 
been done. For, though it is very com- | 
forting to be in the right, yet we ſhould x | 
never neglect what duty, or even pru· 
dence directs us to obſerve towards our 
regen. VF 

Arnold, 10 the moſt lamentable die - 
ner, petitioned the King again. F rede- 
rick, wondering at his having received 
no report from the High Court of Juſ- 
tice, ordered it to be ſent. The Judges, 


uy having returned all the papers and re- 

(be cords, concerning this lawſuit, to the In- 
ferior Court, | begged, for this reaſon, to 

de excuſed: And, upon his aſking why 5 

Tal 2 theſe papers might not be had again Pi 

91. anſwered, that „the third inflance of . 

* 6 reviſion being open to the, petitioner, 5 

« | | 
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« it was ill in bis 
” whatever was due to him.“ But the 
| — of the. Senate of Reviſion was 
not more favourable to Arnold than the 
former judgments; and the Judges neg. 
lected again to ſtate to the King the 
true circumſtances of the caſe, and to ex- 
plain the legal grounds upon which they 
4. proceeded againſt the inſolvent miller, 
As, therefore, this bare · faced petitioner 
appeared again before Frederick, lament. 
ing that, notwithſtanding his Royal pro- 
tection, he muſt fall a ſacrifice to the 
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Dower to recover 


partiality and iniquity of his judges, he 
was induced to ſuſpect, that his Courts 


of Juſtice had ſtrong reaſons to conceal 
WA: him the particulars of Arnold's 


„ and the grounds of their proceed- 


| Ings, which now appeared to him in the 
maoſt odious light. | Thus prepoſſeſſed 
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ift his Court of J ſuſtice, he betook 
himſelf to an expedient of getting at the 
truth, which be often tried, though not 
alwzys with faceefs. He ordered the 
next commander of a regiment, with the 
efiffance of u law 
Arnold's cauſe. This eommandet was 
Colonel Heuking, who knew nothing 
about the matter, and the aſſiſting lawyer 
vas the intimate friend of Mrs. Arnold, 
ind the author of all the petitions by 
Arnold delivered to the King. We may 
eaſily conceive the contents of the Co- 
lonePs report. It muſt be obvious,” 

ſaid he, « to any one who had an oppor- 
" unity of examining the local circum- 
« ſtances of "Arnold's caſe, that this un- 
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ee in the moſt iniquitous and  oppromve. 
* manner.” 


rer, to inquire into 


et fortunate man was uſed by his judges 


>, 
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Tbe King now thoughs himſelf poſ- 
Celica. of. the moſt. convincing. proofs, 
that his Courts of Juſtice, in three in- 
Kances, had pur ſued the moſt grinding, 
plan of iniquity: and oppreſſion. Wehr. 
e co inflict an exemplary pun 
tha vile corruptors of public juſtice, 
by a Cabinet's order, directed to. the 
High Chancellor, Baron Furſt, he hade. 
the three Judges Friedel, Ranſleben, and WW 
Graun, who at Berlin had tried . Arnold's W* 


_ cauſe „the very ſame day to appear be- 61 


fore him. The High. Chancellor, fore- 
ſeeing what might happen, nobly deter- 
mined not to forſake the three Judges, 
who. had conducted the trial with the 
greateſt impartiality. and. candour, and, 


though uncalled Ws went. with them to 
* King. 


Frederick 


4 


= Frederick had the tooth-ach. Lis 2 


cheeks wrapped up, he lay on a opba, 
darting dreadful looks at the unexpected 
appearance of the High Chancellor, 


on eauſes. 14. flew: into the wildeſt paſ- 


claimed, „ What do vou want, Sir? 
0 Who ſent for you? I know you full 


* caſfriered.“ He added ſome harſh ex- 
re- 
er- Iligh Chancellor had left che room, 
the udges, and inveighed terribl y againſt. 


nd, 
1 to lid theſe three gentlemen defend them- 


ſelves, With the moſt exalted heroiſm. 


dne of them ſaid to Frederick: 
rick Det 5 « Sire, 
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which be attributed to quite other 
ſion. The High Chancellor attemꝑted 
to defend the Judges; ; but the King ex- | 
C6 well: Away! away! Here with you are 
prefions, and, after the unfortunate 
burſt like a thunder · ſtorm upon the three 


heir unpardonable injuſtice. Like men 
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5 o with the ſtricteſt adherence to impar- 
| 4 riality and-juſticez and, ſhould your 
* "Majeſty order me ten times to alter the 
judgment, I would not; becauſe I 
-« could not do it without violating my 
« ouch and Gin my — 


* wind, ſprung from his feat, flew out of 8 
the room, called the guard; and faid, 
„ That's deviliſh inſolence, however!“ 
5 Now, the three judges ſtood | trembling 
like aſpen-leaves, for fear that he was 
„ out of his ſenſes. The king, perceiving 
tis agitation, turned to them with great 
_ 'Kindneſs, and faid, . Never fear, yout pr 
e perſons ſhall not be hurt; I muſt only 


d 4 ; - 4 
. 7 ) ” 
* * 9 0 
i * , : X : ww 4 

* w * * 5 * 4 Jy 
* 5 . * # - . 4 . 5 N > « 
; . 4 5 1 * . 22 : . A Y : 7 * . 
whe. 4 * — 0 * — = _ - _ «Rage PER ka 7 8 * . 2 

— — 4 — 6 
- 4 * 
% oy 
k ; a 
* * „ 1 
*% i bh 


„7 I ER In 
3 : 1 
| ; . r , 


Tr — 3 


—— — no gee — — — — — 
3 
by * 
. 8 * : 
* 


＋ 3 2 —Uꝙr—r 5 
4 . 
o 


Li 


* errzer vix w or THR 2172, bc. 


. Sire, 1 have tried Arnold's eauſe 


* 


wy this WI Frederick, like bi 


< have you arreſted!ꝰ 
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ſe | If ever the heroic conquering of a vio- 

1. joke paffion did honour to a man, Fre- 
iy: derick the Great certainly deſerves this 5 
be praiſe; be fancied himſelf i in the right, 55 
1 and had every reaſon to believe ite : T he 
my 


judge, who in ſo manly a manner oppoſ- 19 
ed him, he muſt ſuppoſe guilty of an | 
inſult upon majeſty ; and, | notwithſtand- | 
ing, he behaved with ſo much mildneſs. EL 
Such ſudden tranſitions from the utmoſt 
rage to the ſweeteſt ſoftneſs, we. never : 
meet with but i in great and PRI 
winds, 


The guard came, * 1the three TOR 
were ſent to the common town · gaol. 
Frederick inſiſted upon having all the 
papers and records belonging to Arnold's 50 
lawſuit : they lay ſeveral days on his ta- 
ble: he peruſed * and is ſaid to 

have 


xv 


* 


FIX 
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bave once . e Should 1 fon 


done wrong 8 However, the impudent 


report of Colonel Heuking, or rather of 
Mrs. Arnold's gallant, got the better ol 
5 his doubts; and, on the 11th of Decem. 
ber, 1779, he ſent to Baron Zedliz, his 
| miniſter of ſtate for the judicial depart. 


ment, a ſhort, inſtruction how the Proſe. 


_ .cution againſt the three judges: ought 
| to be conducted, and their ſentence 
worded. 4-4 


11 ˙ © 


e Zedliz refiired 1 it to the erim. 
nal court, who pronounced judgment ac. 

5 cording to juſtice and duty. The king 
reverſed this ſentence, and preſcribed 


| again bow the three judges ſhould be ”" 
F -puniſhed. - Baron Zedliz ordered a copy ny 
| to. be made of the very words of the 
monarch, whleh, of courſe, had the 
| form 
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de form; not of a ſentence, but an order, 
uy and ſent him this copy. The king, ſen- 
Ml fible of the impropriety of this form, 
of i vanted to have it altered, and for that 
5 purpoſe, returned the copy to Baron 
ha Zzedliz. But this miniſter, with the no- 
* bleſt intrepidity, told the king: ce! Thar 
« of all the members of the criminal . 
court, not one could, or would fign 
« ſuch a judgment; and that his conſci- 
* ence did not even allow kim to coun- | 
ad terfign it,” 5500 | 


oſe. 


ence 


da Greater courage did Frederick nerer 
inp fhow.i in the field, than the High Chan- 2 
ibed cellor Furſt, Baron Zedliz, and all the 
4 judges proved in this dreadful cauſe: 
in all likelihood he was ſenſible of it, 
te for he gave Zedliz no anſwer. But his 
* ſentence, ſigned by him alone, January 
VVV i „ 
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| 1ſt, 1780, was put in execution. Toe 
a mill was reſtored to Arnold, and his 
Judges were condemned to pay him 
(2h tee and coſts; the High Chancellor 
71 was caſhiered, and Count Finkenſtein, 

. fon to the miniſter of ſtate, and prefident 
ot the Regency at Cuſtrin, experienced 
the lame fate. All the members of this 
court loſt their places, and were impri· I a 

= 8 ſoned for twelve months. Out of thei « 
Il has. "ip three Berlin judges, Friedel and Giaun 40 
þ were diſcarded, and, for a twelve · month, cc 
ſent to Spandau; but the third, Mr, « 
„ Ranſleben, who, in the inſtance of revi. 
ſüion, had drawn. up the judgment againſt 
57 Axupl, was KOT» becauſe Ford 


14 


„ timer + bad infiſted Mere 1 a 
195 king of the nature and circumſtances of 
2} Ae conſe, *. he a! be con 
„ ; vine 
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dee of the legality'of their proceed- | 


'he 


bi ngen sad ſentence! But he had been: 
lim over · ruled by all the other Members of 
lor the Court, and this excuſed. him with 
ein, the King, 101 ft: - "Ii read; Antolin 5 1810 


IT . * $2 179 1 1 * 4 Fs a Md hs 7 * * 2. WF" * 5 17 13 1 
. 1 F ; 


ced M..Gerſdorf bl likewiſe tine been . 5 
this | 
pri. 
the 


aun 


deprived of his place; but, with equal 
magnanimity and coura ge, he wrote him: * 

te Vour: Majeſty i is undoubtedly diſpoſed 
(e to do juſtice, as well to your vaſſals as 
% te a miller. I ſhall not entreat your | 
Mr. « mercy; the ſtricteſt juflice is all 1 
revi · « grave. My adjoined bills of inveſti · 
ture inform your Majeſty, that it is 
« my. indiſputable. right to uſe and con- 


Inth, 


raink 
rede- 


yeral duct my waters as I pleaſe; and that, 
> tha “ with ut encroaching upon this right, 


ces Ol 40 you! cannot ee and F me 


en mä... dt 
incec Vor. II. 5 5 This 


E » 


* 
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muſt be acquainted with this event. 

Frederick, altogether diſpleaſed with 
_the adminiſtration of juſtice i in his'domi- 
ions, earneſtly deſired a plan of improv: 


ing it. Once, on his uſual journey to 


| Silefia, where many thouſand lawſuits 
were pending, he ſaid to the preſent 


High Chancellor Carmer, then directing | 


miniſter | in that province: Can no 


e means poiſible be deviſed to ſhorten 
e the courſe of judicial proceedings, 
« without overthrowing and confound - 


« ing the neceflary order, and to bring 


: 5 JJ Te Ns | 6-00 this 


/ Oh 


This 4 the exact Hlivenicar of this fa - 
— tranſaction . The true bauſe of 
Frederick's violent conduct, however, 
ues in un incident which happened about 
: eighteen months before. Thoroughly to 
underſtand tht wonderful paſſage, we 


ce 


tt 


OF yarwEniCE CUE TINO 99 - 


ee; this world of lawſuits uits co 2 ' ſpeedy 
tt ifge?”. e e th e 27, 408 
The miniſter replied, that THI 
be eafily done, if he would give his Royal 
ſanction to a new regulation of the mau 
ner of managing and conducting judicial 
conteſts, which Frederick was very wil 
ling to grant. When, the following 
year, he vifited Sileſia again, fout thou- 
ſand cauſes were finally determined, with- 
out giving any legal reaſon to complain. | 
The monatch, pleaſed with this amex. 
pected di ſpatch, had the new regulation 
and the whole way of proceeding ex- 
plained to him, approved of all, and faid 
to M. Carmer: « May all kinds of laws 
« ſuits be + upon the ſame 
« plan? Err is this poſſible ? 


Fg ©: « Very 
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„hee; Very | poſſible ,”> anſwered the miniſ- 

ter, © as ſoon as your Majeſty orders it 

to be done. Vet great difficulties and 

0 56 obſtacles are to be ſurmounted; for 

5 every where they. cleave but too much 

to the old procedure and practice. 

(LY Never mind that, replied the King; ; 

« PII find ways to overcome them. 4 

e waſh you would directly go to Berlin, 

<< ,earry your plan with you, and we'll 

£ * eaſily ſettle the matter.” M. Carmer 

went. The king called together the 

high chancellor, ſome miniſters of ſtate 

for: the department of juſtice, ſome pre- 

ſidents of courts of judicature, and other 

35 ſens. lawyers, to take this plan into 

| confideration, and give their opinion 
| about it. | 


They 
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They all, with one voice; oppoſed” this 
plan. It, the temple of Themis they, 
ſtuck as faſf to the Old Teſtament, as in 
the days of old in the temple of Jeruſa- 
lem. Whole volumes of diſſertations 
poured upon the King, to convince him 
of the impracticability of the new plan. 
The king was no lawyer, and, of courſe, 
could nöt work his way, through the 
chaotic darkneſs raiſed about him, to 
that light which he ſo eagerly: longed 
for. In this embartaſſment, he had re- 
ure to a man, equally renowned for 
his profound knowledge of law matters 
and his untainted honeſty, the Preſident 
de Reboeur. | This gentleman was called 


to the king; he came, and the follows 
ing converſation enſued betwixt them: 
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vols. «Sir, 1 know you to be 2 
c profound lawyer and an honeſt 
ec man. Upon your honour and 
| «| oath, reſolve me theſe two queſ- I 
tions: Is Miniſter Carmer's ſcheme 
|<. good and vſeful ? 1s it Prader a 
. ble“ 5 


$1 Ss MOAT... 
et? HIT. 10 3 


Rebocur: 60 As your ir Majeſty aſks. me in 
„ this manner, I reply to both your 
t 15 queries, with the fulleſt perſua- 
: [4fiob, Yes! However, one difficul- 
ne n | 


0 rund. © Wha?” 
KOH he Fre oct: 

| Reber: 2 * BY the . 80, 5 

l every lawſuit is to be conducted 

| « like an inquifition. The whole 

s e meer, therefore, depends on this k 

ET FE point: 175 


* 


—— — FN 4 


of FATDERICK THE GREAP, + 103 


s point: Is it your royal will, that 
© againſtall defendants your judges | 
\ + ©, ſhall OS. a8 ne crimi- 
At Mt nals?“ „ es es 


ww UE5 4 v4” „hr *r 1705 #4 


rauen. « By 1 n 1 will ; 
be. never do; inquifition | wie be 
46, confined to criminals.” Nom ae 


3 5 But, this 1 * IF * by | 
[i 5-0 thre ae iy dee, 
Min e in Miniſter a 


Frededick c/ bc Well, chen, let's ſelect 
. them, and try to connect them 
cc hw 9 8 | 
Now al his ideas were thrown into the 
utmoſt confufion. The miniſters and 
| . were aſſembled *gain the next 
„ 9 1 0 day. 


— 


7 e ene or THE d c. 


any, NM. Carer, with great ability, 
antenne gd on his ſcheme, and ſtrenu- 
oufly fought and proteſted againſt any 
mutilation of his plan; but to nd pur- 
poſe. A new regulation of judicial pro- 
Ras was patched up, comprehend. 
- ing not quite one ſheet of letter: preſs, 
the moſt fantaſtical - paſticcio that, ſince 
the diſcovery of printing, ever made its 
appearance. M. Carmer returned to 
Breſlaw. We may eaſily conceive what 
this gentleman felt and thought. The 
_—_— monſter was publiſhed and 
followed, as much as poſhble. But in- 


ſian provinces and foreign countries. N 
vould not have felt ſo ſoon as Frederick 


* 


* 5 5 ; ; | f s a . 1 : 4 . : how 
G * : 2 > 


conſiſtency and impracticability made it 
ſoon the laughing ſtock of all the Pruſ- 


A monarch of the common ſtamp, 


it immediately, and with the deepeſt in- 


dignation; thereſore, he waited ohlyx 
for an opportunity of falling upon his 
firſt law officers. To burſt forth, like a 


hurricane, that bears down all in its way; 


he wanted nothing but an occaſio, and | 


this Arnold's cauſe Tg him. blog 


1 f 3 


n 1 r 

Deep and long Seed indig atis 
directed, therefore, bis conduct in this 
affair. Here, in his opinion, he had in 


his hands the moſt incontrovertible proofs 


of the iniquity. of his courts of juſtice. 
He laid hold on this opportunity. Baron 
Furſt, on this occaſion, loſt his place, 


though. chiefly for reaſons I ſhalligently 


touch upon in-the twenty-fiſth chapter. 
M. Carmer ſucceeded him. The great | 
revolution in the whole law ſyſtem of - 


3 18 Pruffia 
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how egregiouſly he was, miſled} IE) foft % 


A a ' = -we” '- * 
"ts 2 r 8 
—— tb ** l : 
= 
« > " . 4 
* ht 4 * * 
* a 
=» Mi 
* - 


106 $ELECT views or THE LIFE, &c. 
Pruſſia followed, and after the gloomy 
and ee — came . calm 
. 1 ranch PIT 

Ein 10475 31H 
80 FE with the lower claſs of peo- 
ple; whom Frederick was ſo anxious to 


— 


protect againſt every kind of oppreſſion, 


Arnold's: caſe had a very pernicious ef. 
| fe. The record, which, concerning 
cis lawfuit, was dictated by the king 
kimſelf, and by his command inſerted in 
all gazettes and newſpapers, contained 
tee remarkable words: The loweſt 
« peaſant, nay, every beggar is as well a 


% man as his majeſty, and has an equal 


* elaim to Juſtice, Before ber all per- 
„ ſonal diſtinction muſt diſappear.” A 
cc prince may ſue a peafant, or a boor a 
„ prince; the one is neither worſe nor 
. beer than the we” | 


ls 
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: 4 As, in this record, by the king bim- 


ſelf every peaſant was declared, in the | 
eye of juſtice, to be of equal vslue to a 
prince, every clown in the Pruſſian do- 
minions fancied himſelf to be a Prince. 
« Princes,” they ſaid; © are not obliged 
to petform either ſoconge, or any other 

« ind of ſervice; princes pay neither 


rent · corn nor taxes; the king, of 


i. courſe, has taken away from us all. 
« theſe incumbrances.” In conformity 

with this reaſoning, they refuſed all kind 
of ſervices; and, at Zieſar, a great royal 

domain, the peaſants could but by mili- 
tary force be compelled to gather in the 
harveſt. This madneſs ſpread from vil- 
lage to village, and 1 is not yet entirely 
cured. 


7 es OO 
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© Whoever examines the worth of hu- 
| man actions : merely by the balanee of 
civil law, is, with reſpect to many Tran 
scar aGions, by no means a competent judge, 

Bo metimes, with great honour to our- 
ſelves, we may be caſt by courts of Jul. 
rice, and, with the pureſt love of Juſtice 
and the * gallant: ang our 
cauſe, VVV 
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On the wu of b bis R evenue e and E | 
ture, which every Year he ated to his Mi- 
_ hiſters of. State, and bis Dear 9 Rectoning | 


with bel. 


dentiy wiſhes once to ſee a king, diſpoſ- 


ed to give his people an account of his 


expenditure. This wiſh was fulfilled 


long before Raynal' 8 work appeared.— 


Long before had this immortal monarch 


every year! ſtated to his miniſters, the moſt 
exact account of his income and ex- 
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IR. in This hiſtory of the Euro- 
pean ſettlements i in India, moſt ar- 
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on * fixed day, commonly the 6th, 


17th, or 18th of June, all the miniſters 
belonging to the board of general direc- 
tion, delivered to the king their laſt 
year's accounts, and their ſtatements of 
rhe revenue of the next. This day was 


called the review of the miniſters, but it 


deſerved a x greater name. 


" Prodactel uſually received them very 
kiodly, and they all dined with him.— 
After having examined their accounts 


and ſtatements, he frequently diſpoſed of 


ſome vacant penſions, and then ſaid: 
10 Gentlemen, you have given me your 
« accounts of the laſt year, and ſtated 
ee the revenue 1 am to expect in the 
« next. It is but juſt, that I now inform 


« you, how I have ſpent the ſurplus 1 1 
c received from you laſt year,” 8 


rt 


ce 


hand — Ch 2D Mon 
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Now he went into his cloſet and fetch. 


ed his account of the ſums he had ex- 
pended the laſt twelve months, for the ; 
relief and ſupport of bis ſubjects. Theſe 


commonly amounted to about three mil- 


lions of dollars, In his I ſaid 


for inſtance :. 


1 5 
To the town of Koenigſberg, 


t toalleviate the loſs ſuſtain- 
«ed by the laſt fire — Joo, ooo 
« To the ſubjedts i in Newmark, TO 
& becauſe of their laſt bad 


6 harveſt — — 100,000 : 


. For repairing the dykes of the hf 
te Oder, and ſupplying the 
ce © loſs cauſed by the laſt in- 


0 For rebuilding i in 1 * the 


er city of Calies, deſtroyed 
© by firs MINK TT» 


_—_ — > 
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70 For improving | noblemen' 5 

tc eſtates in Pomerania Hats 309,000 
and ſo forth.” Some miniſters are ftll 
living, who, in former times, were pre- 
ſent when Frederick ſtated his royal ac- 

counts. Count Blumenbach, Baron Horſt, 
Count Shulenburg-Kennert, and Baron 

Werder, are of this number. 


[Yer « more intereſling and worthy ad- 
miration is Frederick's reckoning with 
himſelf ; his annual expenditute being 
fixed at a certain ſum, which he never 

ö exceeded. Oa this point, a letter, with 
which Count Herzberg has honoured 
me, contains an authentic and important 
account. 3 I eagerly wiſh, ” fays he in 
this letter, © that his preſent Majeſty 
2 * might allow the Publication. of Frede- 

N Tick's 


8 
0 . # « 
* 
4 . 


60 
© pe 


« be an immortal monument of this mo- 


o narch, He ſays in his will, that from 
1 M* the public revenue he had never taken 
- more than 220,000 dollars a year, 


„ which he had looked upon as his com- 
e petence, and upon all the reſt as the 
66, property of the ſtate. This is literal- 


ig which he conſtantly employed to in- 


er N creaſe the proſperity of all his ſubjects, 
th and the intrinſic c ſtrength of his realm, 
ed but never miſuſed to feed the covet- 
nt * ouſneſs of ſome few individuals *,” _ 


ms Or 0s No 


„ Te ſouhaiterois beaucoup, que le roi voulut 


60 qui 
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« rick's teſtament, which atone would 


« ly true, and highly praiſe-worthy i in 
«a monarch, who every year had 
. 24,000,000 at his diſpoſal, and a nett 
th“ overplus of 5,000,900 or 6,000,000; 


& md de publier le kamen de Frederick II. | 


— — — — —— — — * een. » 
. 


114 $ELAOT u or THE. L198, ke. 


No more than 220,000 dollars did Fre 
 derick annually appropriate to his oyn 
uſe. People who compared this royal 
ftrugality to the profuſion of Lewis the 
Fifteenth, Madame de Pompadour, Ma. 
dame du Barry, and their noble retinut, 
would ſometimes be weak enough ts 

think; him 2 miſer. But a miſer lock 

up his wealth in bis iron cheſts, while 
Frederick ſpent his riches for the moſt 
noble and benevolent purpoſes, 


1 4 q , : . « b N . 
F : , 4 1 7 
f N . 4 G 8 42 91 i : 
p * 4 \ 

* q - * K 

» * 7 * * 1 o 

OW” * 3 S . 5 * » x 1 - . 1 4 | 4 cg 
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15 "3s a N Y 3 8 | ; , 
4 4 
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. qui i feul abet l 1 monument le as durable. II) 
40 dit, qu'il n'avoit pris du revenu de Vetat, que 
* 226,000 Ecus par an, qu'il avoit regards comme 
fa competence, mais tout le reſte, comme la propricii 
de l'ctat. Cela eſt vrai au pied de la lettre & bien 
1 precieux pour un ſouverain, qui avoit 24 millions i 
« ſa diſpoſition, & un ſurplus de 5 ou 6 millions, qu'il 
„ n'employoit, que pour Etendre la profperite- de tous 
e ſes ſujets et la force interieure de l' tat, mais not 
pour ſatisfaire la cupidite de quelques individus,” 
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be | Once he faid to Baron Horſt; « In 
© every part of my dominions, where 
a. population and trade flouriſh, 1 find i it 


be. very eaſy to ſupport and quicken the 
. cireulation of money: but it is ex- 


« tremely difficult in ſuch provinces as 
Hinder Pomerania, Lauenburg, and 

„ Butow, where even large bodies of 
troops cannot be quartered, Much 
« more money every month goes out of 

e ſuch provinces and places in taxes and 
10 duties, than can poſnibly flow back, as 
e they have no commercial intercourſe 5 
« with any other province. To aſſiſt 
*« them with money, like alms, diſtribut- . 


ace 


nn © ed among their inhabitants, would 
t ſerve no purpoſe; nay, would cruſh all 
“ ſpirit of induſtry. For the inborn 
' lazineſs of mankind prefers the ſcanty 
not * pittance of idleneſs, to plenty and 
* abund- 


- 
' 
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. abundanbe, earned by fruitful exer 
, tion. Therefore, in populous provinces, 
„am conſtantly augmenting the num- 
4 ber of buildings, which; though ſome. 
ce times they may ſeem ufeleſs, give em. 
te ployment to every artiſt and workman 

te that wants it. In uncultivated places 
401 endeavour: to rouſe cultivation, by 
* changing waſte lands into ; tillage. 


ee ground, and encouraging every means 
_ & of improving the ſoil. This is uſeful 
c in itſelf and increaſes population.“ 


Thus ſpoke the great manager of his 
| Rate; and ſpeeches like this, drawn from 
genuine and uncorrupted ſources, 8 
| eg will read with N 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT, 11) 


= 
* — oo H A 8 i 5 4 


On bis Cabinet Counſellors and the public 


Opinion of the I Muence of their Wives and 
an N if 7 es So | 


\ 


b | 2 > | 4 . , | fn. : 

HE title of cabinet counſellor was 
Yee : 
a mere appellation of honour, as it 
ans WF 


ſellors, for whoſe counſel no body cares. 
Frederick's cabinet counſellors were nei- 
ther more nor leſs than ſecretaries, oblig- 
d to prepare the cabinet buſineſs, and to 
iraw up the various diſpatches and orders. : 
Put to deny, that ſometimes with the 
ſual- cunning of their profeſſion, they | 


rom 


ere able to practiſe ſome deſign or other, 
Ir to foiſt into the royal orders ſome 
1 ideas 


commonly i is with all the German coun- Lol 


god, and his ſecretaries more than men. 


pe A —— —— f 
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Jens of thats own, would be as much a Wprenv 
to ſay, that the king was not leſs than 2 Noth! 


Mr. Denina tells us, that © a fecretaryſſqeath 
te of the name of Eichel, who under Hat the 
cc Frederick William the Firſt, had been 
c. nothing but a mere tranſcriber, Way 
ce under the reign of Frederick the 
ce Second, more OY en years, 2 

* kind of premier. * Mr. Denina's 
ety muſt awe every one, Who con- 
ſiders his connexions, the important 
manuſcripts he could conſult, and theit 


preſumptive authors. However, be i Th 
Extremely may in this s afſertion, J bors m 


In the whole frame of Frederick's go · I ent pi 
vernment, chere was no ſuch thing as! Mr. ! 
5 TRap T, RE. premier, Italiar 


* Edi fur la vie e& le regne de Frederick II. Po 418 
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btemier, Eichel was cabinet ſecretary, 
both to Frederick William the Firſt, and . 
his great ſon. Nature had formed him 
for this place, and he held it till his 
death. He had been preſent, as it were, bf 
at the creation of the Pruſſian monarchy.” 7 
He was a living record of all the ſtate 
affairs, which, with the greateſt conſi - 
dence, Frederick could apply to on every 
oceaſion ; and ſuch records all ſtate-rulers - 
want, as the king of kings does not in- 


veſt them with 857 part of bis omniſci- 
ence. 


The intereſt of theſe cabinet counſel- 
lors muſt have been very great, however, 
if even their wives had ſuch a tranſcend. 
ent power under Frederick's reign, as 

Mr. Denina ſuppoſes, who being an 
| alan. abbe, is very apt to magnify „ 


S123” if) ory <p 3 ** 


male 
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male ſagac ity, intereſt and power. Diq 
we not ſee,” ſays he, „the wife of 
counſellor Stelter, publicly ſell hey 
e patronage, becauſe her huſband was 
ce much reſpected by all the heads of 
ce the divers departments? Could ſhe 
“ not with ſome reaſon, boaſt of her 
10 power of mak ing miniſters of ſtate, 
as it was through her intereſt that 
6 Mr. Michaelis got this. * ons 


8 Eda 6 fur la vie « & le enge d Frederick n. 


«© ment?“ 

However ſtrongly I otherwiſe believe 
in female ſhrewdneſs, and the ladies 
power of directing and modifying al 
ane been yet here my duty 
TR me to contradict the amiable Itali- 

| Frederick had taken notice of Mr 


N "x at: dow 29% ü Michaelis bis f 


as 


„ ths 5 1 


* 
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Michaelis 5 dittinguiſhed abilities, long : | 
before he raiſed him to that exalted ſta- 
tion. His name was fet down in the. 
regiſter which he kept, of ſuch men as 
he thought worthy of nearer inſpection 
and extraordinary preferment, and out of 
which he choſe many a preſident and 
. of kate. 


If ever one of Frederick's cabinet - 
counſellors was poſſeſſed of any over- 
grown influence, it could but originate | 
in the weakneſs of the miniſters of ſtate ; 
who, for the trouble of informing them. 
of the ideas, the king had occaſionally 
uttered on ſubjects, belonging to their 
different departments, would recompenſe 
him with advancing and aggrandizing. 
his friends or relations, This, for ought 5 
I know, might be Stelter's caſe, and giſt 5 

„3 to 
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4 Madam Stelter” 5 mill. But, other · 
wiſe, the cabinet · counſelors, whole chief 
Province it was to ſet down, in writing, 


_— little intereſt . 


. 


e ONS PO a Influ- 
| ence of ſuch people, as have no- influence 


at all, no ſovereign i is able to prevent. 
A page of honour to F rederick the Great, 
fold, for fix hundred dollars, his protec- 
tion to a man, who was going to eſtabliſh 
- a manufactory of trenchers and wooden 
pipe bowls. This modeſt petitioner aſked 
but the following trifles: Firſt, a ſum 
| of twenty thouſand dollars tobe advanced 
by the king. In the ſecond place, the 
| foreſt of Liebenwalde, about two miles 
In length; and thirdly, the royal domain 
eee to be entailed upon him 


and 


Vuhat the king dictated, could have but 


. 


ed 


. 
: 
7 
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und his children. If this creator of pipe- | 


bowls had made ſome reaſonable des 


mand, he might have ſucceeded; and 


if ſo, would certainly. have entertained 


not the ſmalleſt doubt that the patron- 
age of x page of honour was a very 


mighty e 


a Madame du T rouſſel,” ” ſays Count 


Mirabeau®, _ diſpoſed, during Fredes. 
« ries reign, of the moſt importane 


« and profitable places under govern- 


« ment.” I have moſt carefully inquir- 
ed into this fact, and the Sg is the 


refdle of my . 


Madame du Trouſſel was daughter of 
Lieutenant General Schwerin, whoſe re- 
incl 1 siment 


775 


K Hiſtoire feerette dela 2s Berlin, Tom, 8 65 


| - 


giment had their ahrrens- in a ler- 
bourg. She was maid of honour to the 
; queen dowager, and a beautiful girl, N 


with Porporino was followed by a noto- 
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highly enlightened. Many people ſuſpeQed 
her of an amorous intrigue with Porpo- | 
rino, an Italian finger, whoſe voice had 
- been improved in a way, that inſpired all 


; " enlightened Berlin ladies with a particular ; 
_ Benchap! for the great virtuoſo. An old ; 
_ court-dame charged Miſs Schwerin with WW | 

: having paſſed a night with Porporino, p 
- and. proved this charge. This ſtory be- þ 
ing much noiſed abroad, Miſs Schwerin 8 


was expelled the court. Her intrigue 1 


rious amour with the infamous biſhop 5 
of Breſlaw, Mr. Shafgotſh, However, 5 
againſt the general Pine, ſhe hap- n 
pened to find a huſband. This bold h. 
| bymenial adventurer was Baron Kleiſt, MW 


A young 
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4 young and rich Pruſſian nobleman. 


Their marriage took its natural courſe. 


Baron Kleiſt „ by the moſt extravagant 
prodigality of his wife, was forced to lay 


hold of every opportunity of increaſ- 7 


ing his ways and means: he embarked. 
in vaſt mercantile ſpeculations, followed 


by ſevere loſſes and commiſſions of banks 


ruptcy. Meanwhile his lady, exceeding- 
ly tired with all theſe doings, turned her f 
ſpeculations another way, and choſe Mr. 
du Trouſſel, a major of artillery, for her ; 


gallant. Baron Kleiſt, not verſed in 


ſuch matters, remonſtrated againſt this 
piece of gallantry. His unfaſhionable 
remonſtrance being, with much hauteur, 
rejected by his lady, he ſet off and left 


her in the lurch, for which ſhe revenged 


herſelf by a divorce from him, and a 
rings with Major du Trouſſel. This : 


3 was 
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was bardly conſummated, when the be- 
eame the declared miſtreſs of counſellor 
1 waa e PPS. \ we] 


ff 


- 9 took care to are it te 
1 n. that ſhe was the miſtreſs of this 
- counſellor; and her carriage would often 
| Kand whole nights before Galſter's door. 
She gave public audiences, promiſed a- 
vours to her friends, and threatened her | 
enemies. With Baron Goerne, by Gal- 
| ſter, as miniſter of ſtate, propoſed to th 
. the king, ſhe conditioned to marry her 
eldeſt daughter, But this negociation 
, tranſpired, and rouſed ſuch an univerſal 
: indignation, that the ſti pulated marriage 
muſt be ſet aſide; and, a ſhort time after, 
- Guliter Was n 0 n, 1775 


= r . wh & a 


oo > 


| 
| 
| 
| ; 


0 
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being ordered, as commander of a brigade 


| of artillery, to take the field in 1778, he 


ſhot himſelf with great coolneſs. Madame 


du Trouflel now began to ficken, and in 


_ her diſtemper was deemed incura- 
She appled, however, to the fa- 
mous Down St. Germain, and was by him 


radically cured. - She ſhewed a ſtone as 
big as a hen's egg, from which, ſhe ſaid, 
the Count's medicines had delivered her, 


But the Berlin public were inclined to 
ſuſpect, that the diſeaſe, cured by St. 


Germain, was rather ſome remainder of 
her intimacy with the infamous biſhop 


of Breſlaw. Two years after, Madame 
du Trouſſel was carried off by a malig- 
nant fever. 


Poor Major du Trouſſel Hives after- 
wards three years with his dame. But 


Anxioully 
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Anxiouſly to weigh the intereſt of la- 
i dies with Frederick's cabinet counſellors, | 
and the influence of others over theſe la- 
dies, would, no doubt, be an inglorious 
toil. But if any affairs of gallantry 
could, in the leaſt, influence his reign, it 
deſerves, I think, as much the attention 
of my readers, as that of M.. Denina and 
Caunt Mirabeau. 
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© H * 7. XXIII. 


On his poꝛver of governing the Minds of Me 1 


in general; and, eſpecially, of his Generals, 


Miniſters, e and e. civil. 
7 ond ſy" 


TO one, undoubtedly, has more ne- 
ceſſity of a profound knowledge of 
the world, and the great art of reading - 

the heads and hearts of men, than a kings. 
Theſe are the elements of the trufy royar 


ſcience; of placing every one on the 
very ſnot, where, according to his capa- 
city, he can exert himſelf to e, 
advantage; of ferutinizing every man's 
character and mental powers; and of 


ſerewing out of him what may be moſt 


bene- 


0 Bots wy 
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55 benefidiat to the ſtate. F rederick the 
Great conned and practiſed this royal 
art in the higheſt perfection; and, during 
bis whole reign, kept his keen and pow. 
erful mind conſtantly emplaggh: i in the 
N Rudy and chaiee of men. 


* 


0 1 1 the lemon, ws having 
44 got its juice, I throw it away,” did 
Frederick never ſay, neither of Voltaire, 
nor any great or little man in his ſervice. 
This is one of the ſcandalous aſperſions 


thrown.on his character: but often would 


be ſay: We muſt preſs the lemon to 
get its juice 3” whereby he meant, 


that men muſt be forcibly. acted upon to 


bring forth what is within them. This 


is a fine. princely ſaying, and not the 


barbarous cant of an ungrateful tyrant. 


Frederick 


a 
* * oy 
— * A * * 5 1 
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Frederick's proſound contempt of 
mankind, is often and bitterly complain- 


nt, En; 3 
— 2 4 . 


ed of. But did theſe complainers ever 
reflect on the difficulty, the impoſſibility 
perhaps, of being a monarch, able and 
attentive to unfold all the doublings of 
the human heart, without utterly deſ- 
piſing mankind? May God preſerve 
g every pure and ſpotleſs heart of experi- N 
encing and knowing as much of the — 


e, 
4 world and human kind, as all wiſe and 
ns penetrating ſovereigns experience and 


know. During a reign of almoſt half a 
century, Frederick, no doubt, had been 5 
tricked and impoſed on many a time. 
He had often been deceived by the very: 
people he had honoured with particular 
confidence and his daily oonverſation. 
David, King of Ifrach, ſaid, „ Al men 
© are lars!“ And Frederick, King of 
ck 1 6. Pulis, 


— 


— 


Ls. 


— — — ee, 
* a * 
Y . 


Prufia, was of opinion, that all men, | 


. Panions of his evening hours. One of 


4 nion, every one is a cheat, who, by | 
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were Cheats ! it 


He had once, on 1 this topic, a very ex · 
traordinary converſation, with the com- 


them, Baron Horſt, has communicated 


to me the King's ſpeech, in his own | 


words. All men,” ſaid Frederick, =_ 


* 


« want to cheat. Baron Horſt, and the f 


reſt of his company, found this: afſertion 


too Harſh and humiliating: for the whole 
Human race. But the king replied, with 


great propriety and truth, © In my opi- W* 4 


« concealing or darkening the true point 
« of view, and ſetting. forth circum- “ 
« ſtances. favourable to his ſecret views, 


„ induces! another, and eſpecially his 
. maſter, to believe what is falſe.” * T he 


CL beſt 


* ” 


3 


7 


W 


1 


8 
4 
ſt 


Lond - 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT: 1335 
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« doubtedly, i in this caſe : : neither ſhall: 
except myſelf from the general 


doom.—1 aſk you, gentlemen, upon 


0 before all things, their own. intereſt, 


* Do you-know the a of a father , 


6e in Normandy, who, on his death-bed, 


giving ſome iafiruttions to his ſon, 
ce ſaid to him, « My ſon, I adviſe thee 


completely to truſt—. Here the father 
ſtopped, and the ſon aſked, whom, 
4 father ?* He anſwered, Nobody!“ 


a beſt of my Irwin and. friends: is, un- 


your honour, if, on every occaſion, you 
wiſh me to know your inmoſt thon ghts?: 5 
60 Self. intereſt is the deepeſt ſpring of 
bt human actions: all men are but too 
« fond of minding in all things, and 
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nick told his companions tbe following 
_ tale:—* Alphonifus the wiſe, King of 
Naples, on a huntiog party, went to 2. 


: 8 him, more than two hours, in his Cas: 
4 vern, His ſuite waited meanwhile . 
before its entrance. When the king 
| 2 had left the cavern, he ſent for his 
premier, his miſtreſs, who loved him 
| 40 dearly, and one of his favourites, who 

would often aſſert, that he loved the 

4 king as his deareſt boſom friend, All 


E ſented him with the moſt extraordina- 
„ ry gift, a ſmall mirror, endowed with 
« the charm of repreſenting every one 
% who looked into it, with all his moſt 


3 
BR... 
t 
. 
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The converſation went on, and Fred d 


“ famous hermit, and converſed with.. 


6. 


<< theſe gentlefolks were aſſured by the 
C monarch, that the hermit had pre · 


* * ſecret thoughts, wiſhes and ſchemes. 
1 * | | Ian 
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1 1 fa bd it myfelf ſeated on the throne 


4 of Conſtantinople, and keeping the 

« pope within reaſonable bounds, Hav- 
« ing ſaid this, the king pulled out the 
« mirror, and aſked his firſt miniſter to 
u look into it, This gentleman, after a 


« deep bow, aſſured the ſovereign of his f 


« readineſs to lay down his life for him 


that very moment; but that he, by no 
« means, could give up and devote his 
« ſoul to Satan, without doing which, it 
« was impoſſible to look into the mirror, 


* moſt undoubtedly the work of the 


6 prince of hell. The king now pre- 


« ſented i it to his miſtreſs : but ſhe, « even 


% more careful of her dear redeemed 
«ſoul than - the premier, would not, 
* for all the riehes in the world, look 
« into it. The- king hoped, that his 
In degr boſom-friend, at leaſt, would have 
n 


A —— 
— EI 
2 ne) war rs — 


* 
— i. : "FE i 0 : * 
e ; 2%, — — 3 — ne n 1 
9 
— E * 


£ he is.” 


| phonſus, that no man likes to be. ſeen 29 
he is; and that people, otherwiſe Pretty 
honeſt, will ſometimes. take the liberty 
of cheating their king. It was hardly ; 
poſſible to: refute him on this point. To A 
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My no obj ection; however, this gentleman, 2 cler 
* otherwiſe bold enough, turned pale; I bve, 
„ trembled, and flew - away from the he tel 
c glaſs.” Alphonſus- clofed- this ſtrange letter 


et and fingular ſcene with the following wards 


«c ſpeech: My friends, this little look- civil 


4 ing-glaſs is of the moſt common kind; MW parte 
c and, bought for a mere trifle : Satan 


0 bad nothing to do with it. But learn, 
« from what has happened Juſt now, 
e that no man living. likes to be ſeen. 23 


: Frederick believed, as firmly as AE 


- @clers 


„ 
89 
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2 clergyman, who, in a treatiſe on ſelf- 


tove, had defended the ſame: opinion, — 


he teſtified his approbation by a cabinet | 0 


letter; and the whole of his conduct to- 


wards his ſubjects, and all his officers, | 
civil and military, proves, that he never 


parted, from this axiom to his death. 


He followed another maxim, as con 
Rantly as this: viz. that even the beſt of 
men is apt to neglect his duty, when de 
thinks himſelf firmly ſettled in the favour 


of his prince, or fears that he hath en» 


tirely loſt it. Therefore, his miniſters, 
generals, and even his. brothers, could 
not. avoid experiencing,. now and then,, 


ſome ſudden changes in his behaviour. 


A prince, who had offended Frederick, a 
got Preſents from him. A miniſter of 
date, 
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2 


7 Rate, engaged ina very difagreeable cor- 
reſpondence with the king, received a 
parcel, under the great cabinet ſeal, 
__ which contained, not his diſmiſfion, as he 
5 4 had every reaſon to expect, but the ri- 
band and infignia of the order of the 
Black Eagle, with a letter from the mo- 
narch, kind to the bigheft degree. Fre- 
derick was conſtantly playing with the 


fouls of men, ſuſpended between hope 
and fear. Was it his intention to keep the 


mental powers of a miniſter i in conſtant 


ftrain and action, he did not grant him 


| what he well knew his ſoul was was Ccagerly 
longin g for. Frederick much reſpected 


bis famous miniſter, Count Heraberg, 


who, during bis reign, had brought about 
the moſt im portant treaties of peace: — 


yet this great man was never by him 
wude a * knight of the Black Eagle. Nei- 
| ther 
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ther did he 1 this mark of royal fa- | 
vour upon the high chancellor Carmer, ; 
though, otherwiſe, to his eminent me» 
rits he did complete juſtice. He feared 
that theſe great and uſeful men, when in 
full poſſeſſion of all the honours, they 
bad right to expect, on the approach of 
old age, might prefer the eaſe of peace- 
ful retirement, to the toilſome wu of 
n lite. „„ e 5 5 


His . fometimes reſtrain» - 
ed by the fame principle, and not by ava- 
rice, as was the opinion of many. * ne 
marquis d Argens was one of thoſe lite - 
ati, whoſe company the king liked beft, 
and who ſtaid the longeſt time with him, 
No one was more troubled with home- 
hakneſe. than this philoſopher ; though, 
lakes * a fondneſs. for thifting | 

| Places Fr 
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places, might be at the bottom of this dis 


« 


| eaſe,” D/Argensfaid with Frederick ii, 
dom longer than eighteen: months, and N pritw 
having: been ſcarce a twelvemonth at eus 
home, longed again to return to Potf- W 908 
dam. His falary was no more than whe, 
eighteen hundred dollars per annun — zieh 
Being once informed that dArgens'sſ, 7. \ 
houſehold rather betrayed: poverty, — Coffa 
Frederick replied, © What would you Cunn 
* have me do? If I give him an hun- of b 
0 ce dred Louis d'ors, he wants to g to XY 
France; and if two hundred, he-thinks Quili 
ct himſelf rich enough to leave me, and pattl. 
«<-eſtabliſh" hunſelf _ ever in Pro- in @ 

cc * | 
| N . Frederick 3 
Attac 


e ch nt voulez-yous, que je falle ? Si : je 


40 ti donne cent Louis, il veut aller en France; et, fi Friec 
4 je lui en donne deux cent, il croit ètre aſſez riche, 

pour me quitter, et pour S'ctablir pour vie en Pro- 
44 6 yence ? 


5 
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Frederick was always great in reward- 
ing great ſervices. Lieutenant General 
Pritwiz, commander of the regiment of 

Gens d'Armes, had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, 
Won many occaſions, in the ſeven years 


Ziethen, with an hundred huſſars, he 
reſcued the king from the hands of the 

Coffacks, in the diſtaſtrous battle near | 
Cunnerſdorf. Frederick was very fond 2 
of his converſation, and preſented him 
with the-great and confiderable eſtate of 
Quiliz. General Leſtewiz, who, in the 
battle of Torgau, the very moment that 
all ſeemed to be loſt, made, with a ſmall 
body of troops, the laſt and ſucceſsful ; 
attack, got the important bailiwick of | 
eee 


k 


Y 5 


war, When captain in the regiment of 


- In the laſt war, on the Bavarian 


Habelſworth, taken up the prinee of 
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When: in the battle of Cunnerſdorf, 
In a dreadful ſhower of grape · ſhot, Fre. 
derick's ſecond horſe was killed undet 
him, General Goez, then: adjutant-ge. 
neral, aligkted and gave bim his; 4 
, ſhort time before, a ball piercing the 
King's buttoned coat, cruſhed. Ly gold 
tooth · pick caſe in his waiſts a7 


portul 


Th 
tween 
dollar 
leſs. ce 


and remained there. On 4 of his 


* 
9 * 


great military talents, this general was 
| held in high eſteem by his ſovereign, 
and honoured with the moſt important 
Baron 
ſucceffion, the Auſtrians had ſurprifed {Wan hu 
forme 
Heſfe-Philipſthal, with the greateſt part 
of his regiment, and made themſelves 
| maſters of the county of Glaz, The 
king ordered General Goez to diſlodge 
"_ and this expedition was crowned 
with 


as big 
This 
the ! 
camp 
Frede 


A 


or FREDERICK THE ORFAT. uz . 


ith the completeſt ſucceſs. After the 
peace, the large feudal eſtates , Sharfe- 
peck and Tunſhendorf, reverted to the 
crown. The king preſented General 
Goez with them, and told him, that he 
was extremely happy to find this op- 
r of proving his gratitude. Ne 


Theſe preſents were worth; each, be- : 
tween one and two hundred thouſand | 
dollars. His favours in money were not 
leſs conſiderable. His miniſter in Sileſia, 5 
Baron Slabernderf, received from him 
an hundred thouſand dollars, for having 
formed the chief magazine for the army, 
as big again as he was ordered to do. 
This extraordinary precaution enabled 


camp near Strehlen, Many years after, 
Frederick would often ſay : Without 
Eee C JT 3 


the king to hold ſo long the famous w | 
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66 the Wees igt of this gentleman, l 
CE ſhould have been! in danger of being 
Co ſtarved to death with my whole al 
5 | ce my.“ General Loſſow, chief and 
commander of the regiment of black 

huſſars, got a preſent of ninety- ſix thou « ne 

ING ne — F tederck. 1 


„Ein Aer the PI of ts heroes, 
he would often teſtify his grateful ſenſe 


of their ſervices. A general happened 
to die, whoſe i integrity was as well known 
to the king as his important ſervices.— 
This general had the direction of one of 
the moſt extenſive branches of military Th 
expenditure. On his deceaſe, a defici- Nas x 
OO: 1 ee thouſand dollars was alſo t 


ee n, found 


= * 6e J'aurois riſque, de mourir de faim, moi et mon 
* UG armee, ſans la prevoyance de cet homme. 


Fd 


OF FREDERICK THE GREAT. 145 


found in his accounts, which were as 
complicate as immenſe. The general | 
left, beſides ſome eſtates, 2 large fortune, 
out of which Frederick was adviſed to 
indemnify himſelf. But he. replied, 
« I know General *; he was an ho- 
60 neſt man, and my friend; the defici- ; 
( ency in his accounts, I am Lure, i 15 not 
« his fault, but that of ſome clerks em- 
ce ployed under him. His children ſhall : 
« by no means be the ſufferers for i . 
« Tl ſuſtain the loſs, and forgive the 
ec whole ſum.” A ſhort time after, his 


widow got a penſion from the king. 


The rewarding of ſervices, bowever, 


ilſo the encouragement of arts and ma- 
nufactures in his country. Thus, about 
new- year's day, he complimented the 
SK BI princeſſes 


i 


was not the only aim of his preſents, but 5 
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5 princeſſes with rich brocades and | jewels, 
too dear for other buyers, which he pur- 

chaſed not from one but ſeveral manu. 

7 facturers and A eminent in Frm 
trade. 

By his behaviour cownnds the army, 
Frederick gave the ſtrongeſt proof of 
his ſkill in leading and ruling mankind. 

It was for him a chief buſineſs to keep 

(as he expreſſed himſelf) each regiment 

in order. The colonels were obliged to 

anſwer for their regiments; and he cal. 
led them to an account for every miſde- 
meanor of the ſoldiers. He thought it 


of great conſequence to him, thorough. 


"IF to know. the capacity of every -gene- 
ral, to keep the active in continual at- 
tention, and force the indolent to become 
active. He held the minds of men in 
7 continual een. ann, had 
5 - Mag 


A 
he 
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taught him, that as unrelenting ſeverity 
lamps every mental power and chills . 
the ſoul, the perpetual ſunſhine of royal 
favour enervates and. relaxes the mind, 


ind makes it undefirous and unable to 


deſerve diſtinction, by uſeful and _ 5 


tous efforts. 
Therefore, officers of diſtinguiſhed 


merit were ſeldom advanced at the time, 
they had reaſon to expect it. General 
arnery, when lieutenant colonel, in 


he year 1756, prevented the Saxons 


rom Joining the Auſtrian army. The 
der pour tle Merite, and a royal kiſs, 


rere his reward; but he remained lieu- 
enant colonel as before. The king ſent 


im word by General Winterfeld, “ that, 
' if in the laſt war and this campaign he 
had been promoted on every occaſion 


he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, he ſhould 


„„ 


148 SELECT VIEWS OF THE LIFE, de. | 


40 bave "han field-marſhal long ago,” 
Warner. , at that time, dined conſtantly 

with Frederick, and was then one of hi; 
| favourites, 


He relates bimſelf, in his poſthumous 


105 un *how by puniſhments and rewards 


he brought his cavalry to perfection 
Fear and hope were the engines he con. 
ſtantly employed to regulate the conduc 
of the greateſt and the meaneſt of his 
ſervants. We know how cheerfully, 


therefore, many of his heroes often would 


have thrown away their laurels, to live 


5 ſomewhere | in peaceful obſcurity ; how, 
weary and tired out, ſometimes they even 
left the army, and yet always returned to 
: fight his battles and gain freſh laurels. 
However, he did not begrudge praiſe 
0 and applauſe to ſuch minds as he though 
ECO ts i ft 
x K das Tom, II. pag. 197, | 


RN. RR 


fit to be governed by them alone. Two 


The firſt, dated December 10, 1768, i 
written in German, and runs thus: My 


4 of * „you could never have better 


64 this month. I find this tarif ſo com- 


« the adjoined memoir ſo well con- 


6 


« 


$5 


have ſent both to Baron **, my am- 


Cc 


* 


rected him ſtrictly to adhere to them 
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of his letters to Baron Horſt, which I have. 
copied from the original of the king” 8. 
own hand, ſhow how he treated ſuch men. 


© dear miniſter, Baron Horſt; 43 in drawing 
« up the new tarif for the treaty of com- 
© merce to be negociated with the court 


06 Seed my own ideas, than you have 


« done in your report of the ſeventh of 
« plete, and the directions contained in 


« trived, ſo ſolid and ſatisfactory, that, 


without any addition or alteration, 1 
ee baſſador deſtined to that court, and di- 


—— 
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« in the courſe of his negociation. 1 
et feel the toilſomeneſs of this laborious 
work; and affure you, that my grati. 


0 © tude 1 is fully equal to the pains you f 


« ' have taken in completing it. « x 
I am, your affectionate king, “t 
1 „ FRREDERRIck.“ 1 


The other contains ſome encouraging 2 
motives, to procure him an information 5 | 
he earneſtly deſired. Whatever can rouſe 
the zeal and flatter the ambition of a man, N 


the main ſprings of whoſe ſoul are theſe 


paſſions, i is ſaid ! in this letter, written in 
5 French. IRE, 


95 the leans of STATE, 

Buanon Honsr. 2; 

« J am ſenfible of the great difficulty 

4 you will find, in penetrating into the 

« ſecret of the new invented eannon of 
4c ### « 


er FREDERICK THE GREAT: 4 my 


% but tha more wletions will it be 
. for you, if you find means to diſeloſe 
« it. I am confident, that the very dif- 
66 ficulty of the taſk is for you the moſt 
6 powerful i incitement to achieve it, and 
« to render me this ſervice ; which, you 
« may be ſure, I ſhall moſt gratefully 
« acknowledge. Meanwhile, I thank you 
« for your letters from Vienna and Ver- 
« ſailles, and pray God to hold you in 
& his holy and worthy keeping. 
0. pn April 7th, 1783.“ HC 

H4 Ho 


* « Au miniſtre eta, OR de Horſt, Je ſens. 
t bien, qu'il vous ſera extrẽmement difficile, de penẽ- 
ce trer le fecret de la nouvelle invention des canons de 
&« **, mais d' autant plus glorieux vous fera- t. il, fi : 
vous trouvez moyen de Vapprofondir. Auſſi ſuis-je 
« perſuade, que ces difficultes meme vous ſerviront 
« d' aiguillon puiſſant à tenter l'impoſſible, pour me 
| 6 © rendre ce ſervice; & vous pouvez etre aſſurẽ de ma 
„ reconnoiſtince. En en je vous ſais gre de 


7. ves 
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How Baron Horſt returned theſe ſenti. 


ments of his dear beloved king, appears 


from the following letter to Frederick, 
written in French, by Baron Horſt, the 


. 22d of January, 758, on his ref) ehgning 


his department : | 

% May it pleaſe your WN at the 
«eve of my retirement, graciouſly to re- 
2 0 ceive the fincere expreſſions of grati- 
ce tude, and that reſpectful and unalter- 


& 


able attachment, my heart is deeply 


K 


Th c impreſſed with, I have ſeen and weigh- 
ed your matchleſs reign, ſo faintly ex- 
« ampled in former ages; I have ſeen 


4 that monarch who devotes himſelf to 


« the moſt painful and uninterrupted ex- 


1 ertions, and aggrandizes his Rate, for 
5 WW. the 
44 vos lettres de Vienne & de Verſailles, & fur ce je 


"0 prie Dieu, qu'il vous ait en ſa ſainte & digne guarde. 
* Fetidam, ce 7 m—_— 1783.“ 
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HEN | 


. 


the ſole purpoſe of making its great- 


—— — Wwe Abc... — 


« « neſs the inſtrument of the higheſt proſ- 1 $ 
k 6 perity and happineſs of his people; | [ 
„that ſovereign, who, though rapidly 5 x 
> i «« deſcending 1 into the ſmalleſt minutiz, 1 | 
. « yet, to them” never ſacrifices the gran = | 


« deur of his. plan ; who, knowing man- 


; « kind, oppoſes their illuſions with un- 
„ ſhaken firmneſs, and never ſuffers long, 
'- W« probability to bear down truth ; who, 
. with the moſt piercing eye, diſcovers 
. the frailties of inferior minds, only to 
. A pardon them, Such a ſovereign, Sire, | 
"Wc if he is ſure of being known, muſt feel 
to If that love and inviolable fidelity : are the 
_ offerings which plain and ſimple reaſon 
p cannot forbear to lay at his feet. : 

c 


c This is not a flatterer's voice; your 


PL majeſty never charged: me with this 
le, 


-— 
Lad 


fault; it is the ſpeech of a man, Who 1 
H 5 e | þ 
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4. to himſelf wants to juſtify his own 
« feelings, and give an account of that 
« unchangeable devotion, with which he 
< thinks W bappy to be, Sire,” 
cc. i 

is VVV 037 Net 


* e Votre majeſte daignera permettre, qu'en tou. 
« chant au moment qui m'eloigne, je viens mettre à 
t vos pieds, le temoignage d'une reconnoiſſance & 
% d'un attachement, plein de en, que rien ne 
44 ſcauroit detruire. © | 

4 ]F ai vu & j'ai ofe apprecier ce regne unique, dont 
« les annales des ſiècles paſſes ne ſgauroient apporter 
"08 que des exemples inferieurs ; un ſouverain, qui ſe 
« devoue au travail le plus penible & le plus ſuivi, qui 
« cree la grandeur de ſon état, pour en faire Vinſtru- 
t ment du plus grand bien-Etre, qu'il eſt poſſible de 
« repandre ſur un peuple; qui d'un pas rapide de. 
t ſcendant juſqu'aux moindres details, ne leur facrifie 
4% jamais la grandeur de ſon plan; qui connoiſſant les 
« hommes oppoſe la fermete à leurs illuſions, & ne 
« ſouffre point, que les probabilites 1'emportent long- 
4 temps ſur le vrai; qui d'un regard pergant ne de- 
e couvre la foibleſſe des n Fabordonnds, que pour 
4 les pardonner- 
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Not all great men ſuffer, like Frede- 


rick, the ſcrutinizing and explaining of 
the grounds of their proceedings, though 
ever ſo much blended with their praiſe. 
N Frederick's behaviour towards his bro» 
thers and ſiſters, was directed by the ſame 
' principles, as his conduct with his ſer- 
vants and friends. For all philoſophic 
by-ſtanders, it was a feaſt of ſouls to ſee 
how he treated them, how dearly he | 
loved them during their life and after 
their death, —and how well he knew, by ; 
ach mark of B to make amends 
H 6 e 


0 Un tel ſouverain, Sire, des qu'il ſe voit connu, 


doit Ctre perſuade que amour & une fidelite invio- 
« lable ſont le tribut, que la ſimple raiſon lui apporte 
« de toute n<ceſſits, Ceci n 'eſt point la voix du flat 
« teur. Votre majeſtè ne m' accuſa jamais de ce de- | 
« faut; mais c'eſt celle de l' homme, qui veut ſe rendre 
« raiſon à lui m&me & juſtifier ce devouement eternel, | 
« ayec lequel je me crois heureux d'etre, Sire, &c,* 
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for his in. buwouts. Eternal monuments | 
prove, and unadorned records tell it poſ. 
terity, how he valued the exalted genius 
and merits of his great brother, Prince 
Henry. The leaſt ſhadow of diſregard 
for ſuch a man, he deemed a ſevere of. 


fence ; therefore, he Lover neglected any 
opportunity, great or unimportant, of 
ſhewing him his reſpect. At dinner with 


this prince, he always. aroſe from his chair 


when he drank his health. 

Two days after the unfortunate battle 
near Hochkirchen, he was informed of 
the death of his dearly beloved ſiſter, the 


 Margravine of Barout. « Many days to- 
e gether,” ſays Mr. de Cat, in a very re- 


markable letter to Mr. de Lavaux,“ 


4 from three in the afternoon t till ſeven at 


905 night, 


— 


vie de Frederick. Tom. vi. pag. 379, 380. 
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. 
W « nothing but this fiſter. The ſhutters 
« of his room were almoſt entirely ſhut ; 
e whole days he lived in this gloomy 
6 retreat. Since the moment this me- 


« low voice, contrary to his cuſtom, 


/ 
f- nothing but Boſſuet's, Flechier' , and 
un Maſcaron' s Funeral Sermons, and 


r Young's Night Thoughts, which he 
= defired from me.” | 


e 55 

0 HAP. XXIV. 

or the beſt Manner of contradicting him, 

; | VERY man can bear contradiction, 
þ if we but know and are diſpoſed 


«night, he converſed with me about 


% lancholy news reached him, he read in 


for that purpoſe, to behave with becom- 


ing 


r 
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ing propriety. With kings we do not 
5 commonly want this diſpoſition ; but a. 
n their ways of thinking are very different, i «: 
the ways of contradicting them muſ 60 
vary, of courſe. With Frederick they . 
were, in ſome degree, the exact reverſe 


of what might be expected. _ E 

Frederick would ſometimes fly into zn 
the moſt violent paſſion, and make a it 
face that frightened or ſtruck dumb 


every one. But he likewiſe came round; 
very ſoon, when the perſons concerned 
kept their courage, compoſure, and pre- 
ſence of mind. Entirely maſter of him. I ;. 
ſelf, he was, on certain occaſions, not; — 
however, he was ſo ſometimes, even in 
the higheſt pitch of rage, and always in I th 
all his wars and battles, in every lucky 
and unlucky event of his life. 


e\ 


Mr 
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Mr. Denina ſays: © It ought not to 


« be denied, that Frederick did not like 


cc contradiction, or to hear of difficul- 
« ties, when he had given out his or- 
« ders “.“ This muſt be underſtood 


with ſome reſerve: he certainly could 


not bear to be contradicted publicly, and 


in the preſence of many people. This 


appeared to him like contempt, and who, 
without madneſs, would rouſe ſuch feel- 
ings in a man of his greatneſs? But no 


king was ever more ready to liſten to 


truth. He moſt willingly received every 


kind of remonſtrance, made tete-a-iete, 
and backed with ſufficient reaſons. | 
A reign or adminiſtration is altoge- 
ther void of ſteadineſs of character, if 
every repreſentation againſt every mea- 


"Ov. 


Page 417. 


* Effai ſur la vie et le 3 de Frederick u. 
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| fare finds Aa willing ear. Did F rederick 
not dire&ly feel the force of objections; 


were they, of courſe, either not well. 


grounded, or not perſpicuous? He, 
moſt certainly, would reject them. But 
were the objectors in the right, and 
5 poſſeſſed of ſufficient firmneſs, conſtancy 
and courage, they might, without the 
leaſt danger, repeat their remonſtrances, 
and place their objections i in a ſtronger 
n 


Horſt: out of innumerable inſtances, 
I'll relate but one At the beginning 
of the tobacco-adminiſtration, Meſſrs. 
Shwarz, at Magdeburg, loſt their manu- 
: factory, the moſt i important, perhaps, in 
all the Pruſſian dominions. In ſimilar 
; caſes, the manufacturers had always been 
5 indemnified, and, ſometimes, even in a 


very 


This was b the ante; with Aro 


al 


fill 


ts. 


" — ———— ——ͤ * * = — — 
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very generous manner. Meſſrs. Shwarz, 
alone, were denied this indemnification; 
and, moreover, calumniated and de- 
famed with the king. Such things 
are, and happen daily at every court; 
but how that came to paſs at Frederick's, 
will hardly be gueſſed. It happened 
thus: The miniſter, at the head of the 
ſtamp- office, to cloak a piece of miſcal- 
culation, which lay at his door, charged 
Meſſrs. Shwarz with not having done 
juſtice to their contract, that, from its | 
very nature, by no means could be ful- 
filled. ä . 
When Baron Hort laid before the 
king his propoſals for indemnifying 
Meſſrs. Shwarz, he gave him an abſo- 
lute denial. Baron Horſt repeated them 
four times, but was always refuſed, and, 
the fourth refuſal, even accompanied 


with 


wn 


— 
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| with the expreſs order, not to trouble 


him any more with this affair. How- | 


ever, this miniſter, nobly bold in the 
cauſe of oppreſſed innocence, made a 


fifth attempt, and appeared before Fre- 
derick, holding in his hand an expoſi- 
| fon of the reaſons, why the king was 


bound in zuſtice not to refuſe Meſlrs, 


| Shwarz that indemnification , which, in 


Similar caſes, had been granted to other 
manufacturers. Frederick read this me- 
moir; and, with the greateſt benevo- 
lence and humanity, zpproved of all his 
5 e 

Mr. Denina, in the courſe of his work, 
does juſtice to this great monarch, when 
he ſays: The king's orders, however, 

& were not altogether irrevocable ; he 
would ſometimes liſten to objections, 
© provided they had neither the ap- 


> | 8. nel 


ob» 


i- J liching a poem, which, through his am- 
as baſſador, he communicated to Count 


7s, Panin, and this Ruſſian miniſter did not 
in {wiſh to ſee printed. This compliance of 
her I the poet is even a ſtronger proof than 
ne · ¶ that of the monarch (as the ingenious 
vo · N Denina feels full well) that, when Fre- 


bis Mderick perſiſted in his own will and de- 


termination, ſelf-complacency and ſtub- , 
bornneſs were not the ſprings, that ace 


tuated his great ſoul, 
After the inſtance I have given of the 


may 


419, 420. 


« pearance of advice, nor of a lecture“. “ 
At the ſame time he mentions an inſtance. 
which proves that Frederick, even. as, 
a poet, yielded to remonſtrances, made in 
e Wa becoming manner, and forbore pub- 


generous intrepidity of Baron Hort, 1 


* Ei far la vie et le ee de Frederick u. page 
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may be allowed to fay a word more 
about it. When the king had made 
| him his miniſter of ſtate, the ducheſt 
dowager of Brunſwick ſaid to him: 
- "9 Your majeſty has made a fine acquiſi- 
4 tion in Baron Horſt.” “ Horſt is a 
« ſtrange being,” replied the king; 
d Whenever J have given him a good 


„ feolding, he demands an audience 
& from me*,” 1 5 


* C'eſt un homme bien ſingulier. Quand je li 


« ai lavè la tee, il me demande une audience. 


CHAP, 
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„„ uv; 


ſequences 


| could appear. Somewhat mild and ten- 
der breathed through his frame, and was 


highly ſoft and pleaſing, beſpoke the 
mildneſs of his ſoul, in moments of un- 
likewiſe from his eyes: yet the ſtorm 


ſame eyes, ſmiled again the ſweet calm- 
neſs of the brighteſt evening ſky. 


On bis Mildneſs and Lenity; bis ſatirical 
turn of Mind; and is good and bad Con- 


go" and good was Feedetiok, 


wherever greatneſs and goodneſs. 
ſtamped on his mind. His very voice, 
ruffled ſerenity and peace. But, ſome - 


times, Jupiter's thunderbolts flaſhed 


would ſoon ſubfide, and then, from the 


The 
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The Spaniſh. THY oY to the court 
of Peterſburg, Chevalier Normandez, 2 
gentleman of great parts and diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities, converſing with me laſt 


year, about the aſtoniſhing pliancy of 


Frederick's phyſiognomy and ſoul, told 
me the following inſtance of it: In 
—— hi way from Peterſburg to Verſailles, 
he was once with Frederick in Sanfſoucy, 

During his audience, an officer defired 
admittance. The king let him come in, 
—ſaid to Mr. Normandez, he might ſtay, 
and went with the officer to a corner of 
In a low voice the officer 
made his report 


the room. 
- ina low voice Frede- 
rick anſwered him, but with a face as 
if he wanted to cruſh and annihilate 
The officer with- 
from, and the king immediately return- 
ed to Mr, Normandez, and gave him 

ſome 


heaven and earth. 


] 


- 
15 


ſome 
comn 
with 
he kn 
with 
& do 
6. H. 
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ſome very important and intereſting 
C commiſſions for the French miniſtry, 
with a ſweetneſs in mien and voice, that 
he knew not better how to deſcribe, than 


with theſe words: „II avoit l'air auſh 
« doux, qu'une fille de joye 4 Paris.” 
© His mien was as ſweet, as that of a 


« Parifian lady of pleaſure.” 

Count Mirabeau ſays, in his famous 
letter to King Frederick William the 
Second: Frederick ſeized the admi- 
« ration of mankind, but he never could 8 
* obtain their love,” This aſſertion 
ſeems harſh : but, in an excellent paſſage 
of his work, on the Pruſſian Monarchy, 
he has corrected or explained it in the 
moſt ſatisfactory manner. How ſublime 
and affecting is this paſſage ! 6 Frede- 


** rick was very near the moment when 


** he ſhould experience in himſelf the 
*: 22 bloody | 
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e bloody Te of Don . or the 
c more recent one of Czarowiz.. He got 


66 
c bis en: but beheaded before hisMl . - 
] 85 eyes was bis boſom friend and com- % P. 
Ce panion, the unfortunate Catt, ——— 8 15 
6 He ſcarce perceived this devoted © hi 
« friend on the ſcaffold, when, in the 83 


* moſt heart-rending accents of a foul, Ml ., hi 
0 preſſed down with overwhelming grief, 


K' 11 

cc he begged his pardon. During the 1 5 

« execution he fainted away, thrilled d n 

: 1 with all the pangs of death. Before he « e 
6 had left nothing untried, to ſave his te þ 


12 


K 


favourite. In a fit of deſpair he wa 4 
"oY ready to ſacrifice the throne to his 
friend. But after blood thirſted MI i , 
{ 40 the cruel. monarch, who had ſigned T7 


6 


* 


his ſentence of death and Catt ex- 
ec pired, not without the comfort of y 
ſc having ſeen the tears of his royal 
| 46 friend, * 


— — 
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« friend. Some irreſiſtible feelings beat 


« ſtrongly upon us, to believe this tra · 


« dition. Many fugitive anecdotes of 
« Frederick's life, have long ago con- 


« vinced me, that born with a feeling 
„ heart, but apprehending how little 
« aruler and a king ought to indulge 
« himſelf in ſympathetic emotions, he 
* ſubdued his natural bent to ſympathy 


«© and mildneſs. 


0 enchanting voice, his lively and plia- 
| © ble imagination. The harſhneſs, with 
“ which weaker minds upbraid this 


6e great man, was, perhaps, the bright- 


ei triumph of his exalted ſoul, over 
<« the mighty power of nature.“ 


| 


No; an unfeeling 
60 mind had never Frederick's look, his 


—— 3 ——— 
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Thus ſpeaks Mirabeau, and who can 


Hor him without rapture, when he 
ſpeaks with ſuch ſenfibility, eloquence 
and truth? It is a painful taſk to 
write againſt a man of feeling. Vet 
- Without declining this taſk impoſed. on 
| me, by the love of truth and duty, 1 
offer here to Count Mirabeau that tris 
| bute, which no feeling mind refuſes to 
A ſympathifing Hedre. - 1005 | 

Many people do not talk of P els rick 

as well and generouſly as Count Mira- 
beau here ſpeaks of him. 
ſanders,” of all kind and deſcription, 


Cenſures and 


7 have been circulated. againſt his charac- 


ter, not only through Germany and 
France, but even in the very heart of the 


Pruſſian monarchy, the highly illuminated 


Berlin. No private man was ever more 
miſrepreſented and calumniated by his 
„ meſt 


moſ 


tick 


neit! 


man 
a | 
man 
with 
deri. 


deri. 


of e 


roya 
he e 
ner 
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* 


moſt envenomed enemies, | than Frede- 
rick the Great by his flanderers. But 


| neither did his friends ſpare. him, and 


many of them liked likewiſe to throw 
a ſtone at him. A good, but ill- formed 
man, in the innocence of his heart, and 
without any ill defign, has charged Fre- 

derick with ingratitude; for having, ; 
« after his acceſſion to the crown , blamed 


60 the conduct of thoſe, who, contrary 
« to the will of his father, had alle- 


| viated his impriſonment at Cuſtrin; 
* and, inftead of being thankful for 
e their kindneſs, withdrawn from them 


« his confidence.“ It is true, that Fre- 


derick, when king, diſapproved his plan 
of eſcaping from his father, when prince 
royal : but it is a glaring fal ſehood, that 
he ever behaved in an ungrateful man- 

ner towards thoſe who had endeavoured 


* 
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| to ſoften! the hardſhips of his confine- 
ment. The only man at Cuſtrip, in 
whoſe power it was to do this, was Mi. 
de Munchow, prefident of the chamber 


/ of Newmark. Directly after his acceſ. Pt. 
ion, the two ſons of this preſident were " 
made counts, and, beſides, one of them uf 
colonel and adjutant- general, and the ge 
other, a ſhort time after, with all the . 
authority and power of a VIoewoy, mini- : 


fer in Silefia, 
In farther proof of his es be bh, 

is charged with- having, when king, not pl 
paid the debts he had contracted, when 


prince royal. Frederick, it is true, did IM * 
not diſcharge theſe debts immediately n 
— after his acceſſion to the throne, to pre. , 
vent the princes of his houſe from run- il. 
ning in debt, He had this ſo much at ; 
heart, that a royal edict was enacted, 


0 t 
4 denying 


NN 
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denying to every one, who lent money 
to a prince, an action to recover it. But 
all the debts he had contracted when on, 
prince royal were paid, except thoſe 
which he knew to be groſs impoſitions 
upon his want of experience and juvenile 
generoſity. „ e 
It were an ignoble toil to fight my way 
through the hoſt of accuſations, which 
malice, envy, or dulneſs have muſtered 
againſt F rederick the Great. The more 
pleaſing and more glorious taſk be mine, 
to repreſent impeached greatneſs in its 
native purity and luſtre, and by the 
weight of incontrovertible facts, fimply ” 
told, to cruſh ealumny and ſlander. 
When Frederick's dying father, cer- 
tainly no tender parent, in his laſt hoprs, 
had called him to his bed, a ftream of 
tears was guſhing from. his ey es, as he 
13 etked 


* 
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retired to dir apartments. Tears, ia 


ſuch a fituation, do they not prove more 


khan thoſe, which we others ſhed? - 


Whenever he was not obliged to act | 


. and the ling, he was ſo happy 
in being a nan. Notwithſtanding the 


almoſt ſuper-human power of his mind, 
his private affections were always. ſoft 
and. gentle. His letters to Suhm, and 
thoſe which, during the ſeven years war, 


he wrote to the old Counteſs. Camas, 
| breathe the ſweetneſs of his ſoul. Eyen 
al muſic, pictures, and the colour of bis 
furniture, he loved what was mild and 
pleaſing. His taſte for the grand and 
impreflive productions, of the Italian 


ſchools, aroſe in his latter years; but 


he always diſliked thoſe horrid beaulits, 
— which ſo many ladies are exceeding 


1 
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Wa 1 That s painted for hangmen,! 
would Frederick ſay. + 

This royal hero, who in the battle of 
Torgau, with unruffled calmneſs, ſaw | 
ten battalions of his grenadiers fall, be- 
fore they had even diſcharged their 7 
guns, was, in his private life, compaſ- Hy 
ſionate, to an almoſt incredible degree. f 
An eminent. philoſopher and good man, 
late Moſes Mendelſon, has told me, that 
once under his windows too feeble en 
deavours being made, to fave a girl from 
drowning, Frederick the Great was ſeen, 
with all the ſymptoms of. deepeſt an- : 
guiſh, wringing his hands and calling 
out for affiſtance- But how could he in- 


dulge humanity. and gratify his loving 


kindneſs, when ſingle he ſtood againſt 


two thirds of Europe in arms, threat | 
cuing pothing leſs than his utter deſ- L 


T2. truction? 
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truckion? The dignity and honour of 
his houſe, the immortality of his name, 


| . _ his very political exiflence, he was i it 
| Et forced to wreſt from his enemies. Does ba 
þ k 2 oY fore ſmitten lion _y tender us his 2 
5 paw? pe 
: Mirabeau's foying chat pure, una. Ml 2 
; dulterated greatneſs was never ſeen on a 1 
= throne, and his reviling the many mil. iſ ** 
£8 lions, ſince the ſeven years war, by Fre. © 
[ | Aebrrick diftributed among his impove- iſ " 
J ja, riſhed ſubje&s, we do not wonder. But, 0 
| When cold and heartleſs politicians pre- 

| fume to aſſert, that he gave them theſe a 
in 


EE ; millions, to take more in return, they 
utter a glaring abſurdity. For Frede- 8 
rick, the father of his people, . did cer- PE 


| tainly not throw all his money among F 
, nobility, 3 ene and pro- ti 
l 75 vinces, 

7 
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vinces, reduced to indigence by war, fire, 


and floods, for the purpoſe of placing 

it on good intereſt. Mr. de Launay - 
has proved, in a irrefutable manner, that 

ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Regie, the 
people in the Pruſſian dominions have 
paid an hundred millions leſs than they 5 
would have been obliged to pay without 
it, and, by no means, an hundred mit- 
lion more, as Count Mirabeau avers: 5 
For if the taxes on bread, beer, and 
other articles, had been collected and 
exacted without any mitigation, one 
hundred millions more muſt have ſſowed | 
mto the royal exchequer. Beſides not 

paying this immenſe ſum, the Pruſſian 

people have received forty millions from 
Frederick, and found numberleſs oppor- 


tunities of 1 improving their induſtry to 
Ts PS their 
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ö 1 1 their own' 1” advantage, and the MY rot 
d } biel welfare®. IO +7 | Kt 
[\ . Mr. de Launay has diſplayed Freds ce 
| 1 | | rick” 8 whole ſyſtem of finance and poli- wo 
2 5 tical economy, with the nobleſt ſimpli- Io! 
11 5 city, F and proved its excellence with dig. | 
1 a © ; nity and vigour. Count Herzberg, in g 
| eternal monuments, relates of Frederick af 
. N what hood -winked prejudice and vain- V 
4 glorious preſumption ſcorn to ſee. -* 
1 " Count Guibert, uniting in his immortal th 
ct - 3 picture the ſublimeſt touches of Frede- fr 
i ; rick's character, amidſt the former herd le 
4 of flaves, at Verſailles, has ſaid, What 0 


o 
IT 


ever ought to be ſaid of ſach a king, fc 
with the ſame courage as Frederick per- b 


wy formed it. All this, in my opinion, * 
| - . Touſes t 
TE 0 


IE Sk De la Wore de n 8 refuation of Count 
7 Mirabeau. page 102. 
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ceive true moral greatneſs, magnanimity, 


love-of mankind. . 


affords the- higheſt felicity on earth. 


deeper than Frederick the Great. There- 
7, fore, unnumbered proofs of his divine | 
1 benignity, recorded. "ROTORS * the moſt 
n, exalted deeds of mankind, will ſtand ; 
es the teſt of every age, a and be immortal 


as his name. oT 


roufes and elevates. the ſoul. Every 
where, in Frederick's conduct, we per- 


and the moſt exalted wee, and | 


A benevolent t and all which | it 
gives and yield, —do not deny it, man! 


Wit and humour, and -every high-born | 
mental power,—what are the enjoyments 
they produce, but frail and imperfect . 
fruitions, if not blended- with benevo- 

lence and kindneſs? No one felt this 
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"4" No crowned head with fuch a ſoul as 
„ en 
_ good a8 Frederick. But ſome crowned 
heads have more diſpoſition than money 
for beneficent acts. What Frederick 
was able to perform on his throne, can. 
not be done on every other. There. 
fore ſoyereigns- ought, more. than other 
men, to guard againſt unbounded kind - 
neſs. Human folly never ſtrays farther 
than in her requeſts. Immenſe are her 
pPretenſions and her wiſhes, whenever it is 
' known that monarchs are fond of giving 
and doing good. Frederick, therefore, 
ſometimes would. reſtrain his goodneſs. Ml in 
He knew how often ſovereigns gain W ki 
more through fear than love. All hu- i f 
man minds are not ſuſceptible of love, tr. 
but fear is felt by every man under ſuch of 


: a king. A miniſter, deceaſed long ago, F 
| after 


- 
Id — 
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after having been in 1 his ſervice many 
years, often confeſſed, that though times 
without number, he had converſed with 
Frederick about bufineſs, and never re- 
ceived an unkind or ungracious look 
from that monarch, yet every day, on 
his door opening to him, he had been 
heart-flruck with the thought: “ Per- | 
« haps to-day 1 loſe honour, place, and 
% all human happineſs.” 34 8 

| Frederick, however, had long been 
the warmeſt friend of many a man,. 
who- rejoiced in his death. In mo 
narchic governments no period: is more | 
intereſting to him, who ſtudies man- 
kind, than the time, when one ſun is 
| finking below the horizon, and the luf- 
tre of another begins to dawn. People 
of high rank in Berlin, who owed all to 
„Frederick, during his laſt illneſs were 


— 
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ſeen pale and trembling, when they 
heard he had enjoyed a good nightꝰ's reſt, 


or when a dread: ſtruck them that- their | 


long bought mourning” might be eaten 


by moths. How glowed and flamed my 
ſoul againſt theſe weather. cocks! Yet, 

> the ſame time, I:faw- in Potſdam in- 
; ſtances of the moſt liberal conduct, in ſo 

| delicate a fituation. Should any man of 
honour, thus circumſtanced, wiſh to in- 
| gratiate himſelf with the riling ſun, the 
ſureſt way is this: to devote all his ex- 
ertions, all his zeal and love, to that 
monarch, who ſtill wears the | crown. 
5 But, on ſuch occaſions, a courtier's mind 
is the moſt likely to be. out of tune. 
= he:continual fear, in one caſe; of being 
turned out, and in the other, of not 
coming in, makes him double-tongued 
and dull. Nobleneſs of ſoul, and ſtes- 


* 3" 5 dine 


7 


dineſs of mind, are not court manners, . 
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and the atmoſphere of princes is always 
rather peſtiferous. e 
Frederick was not fond of the profeſf- 


ed courtier, but loved intelligent, active 
and honeſt men. Honeſty was with him 5 
of the higheſt value. If any one, by his 
actions, foiled Frederick's good opinion 
of him, his diſpleaſure burſt forth like 


a hurricane. Un premeditated offences 


and miſtakes he bore with uncommon 
magnanimity and mildneſs. A ſtriking 
proof of his lenity and truly royal ſelf- 
command, in ſuch caſes, he gave after 


having finiſhed his hiſtory of the ſeven 
years war. The rough copy of this 
work, which! is now in every one's hands, 
lay in his room, quite complete, on a ta- 
ble, over which hung A chandelier.— 


Through the RET: of one of his pages, ; 
this 
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this 7 angie 676 and was burnt to 


aſhes. The page threw bimſelf down 
before the king, and informed him of 
this misfortune. Frederick, receiving 
this unwelcome news, ſaid nothing but 
' theſe great and godly words: «© Well, 
I muſt write this hiſtory again.“ Sul. 
zer communicated this anecdote to me; 
Luchefini teſtified its truth 5 and Fre- 
derick actually wrote that hiſtory again, 


Rouſſeau highly magnifies Turenne, 


on account of the following anecdote: 
FThis great Frenchman, on a burning 
ſummer 's-day, lay onee in his night. cap 
and a ſhort waiſtcoat, in a window of 
his anti chamber. A ſcullion, who hap- 
pened to paſs by, ſuppoſing. this half. 
dreſſed figure to be one of bis colleagues, 


ſtole near him, and, with all his force, 
ſmacked his backſide, - Turenne, turo- 
s 1 8 DES ing 


— 
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ing ound, ſaw the poor follow almoſt 
out of his ſenſes, proſtrated at his feet. 

« Ah! Monſeigneur,” cried he, © I thought : 
« you were George the ſcullion.“ Tu- 

renne, rubbing his bottom, exclaimed 
with much meekneſs and good nature x 
« Suppoſe I had been George the ſcul- 


* 


« lion, there was no occaſion for ſuch a 
« deviliſh ſmack.” This is a beautiful 
feature in the character of Turenne = 
but Frederick's calmneſs, on hearing he 
fate of the firſt copy of his W A is 
ſublime. | 

Bis life abounds with proofs of his 


a almoſt ſuper human power of ſubduing | 
ue bigheft indignation, and the moſt 
4 excruciating grief, ſome of which are 

* known, and others buried in eternal ob- 

"_ ſeurity and filence, In the ſeven years, 
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war, he ſeldom mewed paſſion. or re- 
of his generals, he loſt fortreſſes and bat 


| greatly diſtreſſed him: 1t was: imputed 

to the commanding general's having nep- 

lected to execute the King's orders 
F rederick, with the greateſt.lenity, gave 
| bim this to underſtand : but it broke his 
heart, and he died ſoon after. 


Mlaxen, eleven thouſand of his troops had 
laid down their arms, he did not bear with 
the ſame tranquillity. The adjutant · gene. 
ral charged with this Job's meſſage, did, 
not like to deliver it. The king's: com- © 
panion, Mr. Cat, undertook this buſineſs. de: 
When he entered Frederick's room, he 


fentment, when, through the miſcondu& 


tles. The ſurpriſe near Hochkirchen 


The firſt dreadful tidings ; ON . neat 


2 was em ployed in parodying ſome. verſes 
ftom Solomon's Song and the Eccleſiaſtes. 


3$3 
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He did not ſee Mr.. Cat, and continued 
to write. When he had done, he per- 
ceived Cat, and this gentleman reported 


the diſtaſtrous event. The king ſtarted, 


ſprung up from his chair, ſighed, walked 
ſome time about his room, and was con- 
ſtantly expreſſing his aſtoniſhment and 


grief, that his croops had not rather 


choſen to be cut in pieces. You can 


be of no. uſe to me,“ ſaid he to Cat, 
8 leave me to my own meditations. I 


© want fome ſudden reſolution, and if I | 
cannot repair my loſs, I'll try, at leaſt, | 
@ to leſſen it. I'll ſend for my brother 

2 Henry, and conſult with him on this . 
© ſtrange. event *.“ Cat went, and Fre- 
derick took his flute. Prince Henry 


Vie de Frederick. "Sa vi, page 313 and. 
383, 1 


a * 
„ 


I 
1 


4 5 
* 
1 
: 
% * 
« 
: 52 - - as = . 2: 
— 2 > 9 —— ne ee —ͤ — Ot reg mer ER ae : 
5 a - —— 
2 5 +M 
: ; 2 5 x 4 1 * Ju 
- * — 
5 4 . 7 i 
* 3 
4 f | py 
* p > _= 2 
by , » oa x + \ A 


* 
— — —ͤ—ͤ— ß — — 
* - 
4 


: 


L 
- ; 4 - — 
2 2 — 
— — — — — * 
- — —— * . n 
U— — . —— — 1 8 4 7 
. * 5 * hn r 


r . 
——— 


222 Nee ALE) 


W a 
. 
— 


2 * ln 


ma 


VB 5 


J 
a — - . — aa nn — 6 One of 
— a & * 
2 ——— — b — 4——— erection he * 
IL TIN IRE | 
" 
5 


** 8 
* 5 Wy a 5 i ” ar * 
1 5 — * & 
> F * 4 
— G s 
L S 
* n 
N — 
— —— - ͤ— —— 


x88 $2LECT VIEWS OF THE LIFE, &c. 


came. 


Frederick took a walk with him 


| through the camp, joking and laughing, 


and, this done, the whole army was or. 


dered to arms. Field-marſhal Daun, de- 


ſirous to know how | Frederick mi ght be. 


have after ſo great a diſaſter, marched 
His whole van-guard towards him, and 
found him in order of battle. 


A heavy 
canonade began on both fides. Daun, 


informed of what he wanted to > know, 


. returned to his camp. 


General Fink, the commander of the 
corps, made priſoners near Maxen, was 
an officer of diſtinguiſhed merit and s- 


Jour. He, as well as prince Henry, had 


had ſome preſentiment of that grievous 
| misfortune, the conſequences of which 
were not ſo bad for him, as he had rea- 
fon to Se The Kings as General 


CET A e 


the 
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Warnery tells us,“ no doubt, received d 
him in a ſtrange manner. He ordered 
to invite him to dinner; and, on his 
coming, meaſured him with long looks, 
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without ſaying: a word retired into his 
cloſet, fent him word that he was in- 
vited by a mere miſtake, and ſoon after 
had him arreſted and brought before 
a court martial. However, as Fink en- 
tered into the Daviſh ſervice, - Frederick 
congratulated him on this promotion, 


complimenting him, at the ſame time, f 
on his great military talents. 35 


General Zaſtrow was very kindly treat 
ed by Frederick. He commanded in 
Schweidniz, when, in the year 1761, on 


1 the break of day, f the Auftrians took that 
. fortreſs, 
a- 
ral 


o General Wornery' 5 Werks. vol. ll Page 61 S 
ry ad 62. 5 = ; TE - 
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| about him, who, during the war, had 
ſerved him with as much ſpirit as ſaccels, 


ce pris la bataille de Pavie ; Tout eſt Perdu, Tron 
WE honneur.“ ; 
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fortreſs, i in lefs than three hours. In Aria 0 

| Juftice, this general had Forfeited his ae 

head; for had he acted with becoming Ihre 

Jaz prudence and circumſpection, Laudon' He 
plan againſt Schweidniz could never 
; have ſucceeded. However, to a long 

5 memoir, which Zaſtrow - ſent bim to King 

: prove, that that important fortreſs was dan 
9 loſt without any fault of bis, Frederick 

gave this mild and laconic anſwer: Ife] 
po 66 You may ſay, of courſe, with Francis 

. the Firſt, after the battle of Pavia: by h 

All is loſt but my honour“.“ 7 at, 

For A long while, he had a gentlema 0:79 

ext0! 


But at t Potſdam, as ſometimes it comes 


to 


* * 44 "Vous ponvez donc dire avec Frangois 1, 
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Wo paſs in this world of our's, avarice 


king, - and, of conſequence, a mighty 


aid on the ſcore of this ſuppoſition: 
by him into an abyſs of miſery and, ſor- 


extorted from oppreſſed innocence, — 


inthe great world, and vicinity of thrones, 
the high chancellor Furſt gave once a 
ſentence in favour of this pretended fa- 
youtite, that a long time after (in mil- 
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made bim a courtier, and the hero 
hrunk into the mean reptile of a lecher. 
He ſpent a world of money with women; 
and uſed the baſeſt tricks to get it. Sup- 
poſed to be a great favourite with the 
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dangerous man; he took care to be well 


He practiſed the moſt infamous frauds. 
Many an innocent man was flung down . 


low, and once the king condemned him 
to reſtore thirty thouſand dollars he had 


From a kind of weakneſs, too frequent 


ler 
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PE Frederick' s fooliſh fondneſs for doing 
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11 Arnold's cauſe) 1 in a dreadful r mannes 


opetated againſt him. The king kney 5 
the whole life and all the proceedings a | 
of this counter. According his pr. 
ciples, he forbore branding with public 45 
| infamy a man, who ance had ſerved with * 
fo much honour. Therefore, on ſome , 
trifling occaſion, he gave him a ſevere = 
reprimand, without mentioning, hon. : 
ever, any thing but the flight offene it 


| he had then committed. The courtier 


now entreated the king's leave of abſence 


for ſome time; 3; and ſoon after, to Fre: 2 
derick's great latisfaction, ee hi 18 
Place, | | pu 
In the common acourſe of human events, A 
kings certainly cannot avoid being often 1. 
r 


| deceived. However, I cannot ſubſcribe te 
theſe harſn expreſſions of Count Mirabeau 


1 
ever pag 
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b « every thing himſelf, cauſed him to be 
E the moſt impoſed ſovereign i in all Eu- 
95 


« rope. His madneſs, of tranſacting the 

« whole bufineſs of his kingdom in one 

% hour and an half, made every miniſter 

« an abſolute deſpot in his department.“ 
On many occaſions, a mean, ſtupid fel- 

low has a better chance to eſcape impo- 

fitions, than a great man. Great minds 

are always good, and good minds delight. | 

in acting greatly, Whoever is fond of 

doing good, will ſometimes be deceived 

for want of minutely ſcrutinifing the ob- 

ject of his benevolence. This is one of 

the reaſons why benevolent kings by no 


ts T3 l 
„ neans can avoid deceptions, and why 

1 Frederick, whoſe benevolence was blend- 
b "09 II. N K „ * 72 
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ed with x fixed opinion, that but very 


S few men are worthy of unreſerved con. 


fidence, was neither ſo eaſily nor io often 


> impoſed upon as other princes. 


Frederick, with the moſt penetrating 


uf eye, watched his miniſters, controlled 
their conduct, often rejected their pro- 
poſals, corrected their miſtakes, or cen · 
ſured their faults, and | with the cloſeſt 
2 examined every thing before 
him. To ſuppoſe that, under ſuch 2 
Ae every miniſter was an abſolute 


deſpot in his department, and that ſuch 


a king was the moſt impoſed on ſovereign 
in Europe, is undoubtedly. a thought 
neatly bordering. on madneſs. Count 
Mirabeau gives Frederick the Great an 
: hour and an half every day, for pub- 
lic buſineſs. But Baron Horſt affured 
me, that he commonly ſpent this time 


with 
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with his cabinet counſellors, and the re- MF | 
mainder of the day was open for the pe- 0 


ruſal and examen of petitions, and for 
all kind of public affairs. | 
Count Mirabeau, i in his lägen on 
| Frederick the Great, proceeds, but in too 
many caſes, on the mere ground of the 
chit-chat of ſhallow courtiers, grooms 
tand ſcullions. Popular fables, without 
number, palmed upon him at Berlin, are 
WW but too often the venerable records, from 
which that great guardian-angel of the 
MW Pcufbantiltuminators draws his light. He 
1 lays, for inſtance : © A caſhier of Gene- n 
t ral Wartenberg ſteals eighty thouſand 
t dollars. The general reports it to the 
a % king, and expects his orders. Fre- 
J derick anſwers! He could and ſhould 


d, by no means meddle in the buſineſs, 
e but was determined not to loſe the 
h „ Cos money. 
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e calls together all the contractors, 
| « and tells them, that they muſt either 
1 make up this loſs, or renounce for ever 
| & all hope of getting contracts. The 
« contractors ſwear, cry, lament, and 
4 bring the money. Wartenberg informs 
cc the king, that the money is recovered, 

et Frederiek writes him a ſevere letter, 


« and concludes it with theſe words: 


6 This is the laſt time 1 ever mall 1 
1 don you.” * SY TO 

This tale is not only a mere fiction, but 

a palpable impoſſibility. According to 

the eſtabliſhed form of the Pruſſian go- 

vernment, every fortnight a ſtrict inquiry 

is made into the amount of public money 

which Dons to ply in the hands of the 

| officers 


5 * Hiſtoire fecrettede 1 la Cour 40 Berlin, Tom, II. 
| Ye 12g & 130. | 8 
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officers accountable for it. All the mi- | 
niſters, preſidents, and generals are an- 
ſwerable for the neglect of this inquiry, 
er in their different departments. No 
1c Wl caſhier, of courſe, can embezzle more 
d than a fortnight's receipt; and no caſh- 
1s keeper of any Pruſſian regiment what- 
d. ever, receives, even in a month's time, 
r, ffty thoufand dollars. The truth is, 
that once a caſhier run away with ſome 
thouſand. dollars, Which = | ſoaurities | 
were obliged to refund. 
However, I would not be W 
to doubt, or call in queſtion Feederick's 
having been 5 within his cabinet 
and without it. Had I any fuch inten- 
tion, the ieee upon 
him by en counſellor Galſter, muſt | 
refute me in an | undfiſwerable manner, 
Toy n rogue was detected by 

3 K I. . Baron 
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Baron Horſt, tried, found guilty; caſhier. 


ed, and ſent. to Spandau. He had been | 


chere ſome time, when his brother wrote 
0 Frederick the following letter: 1 
4 am the brother of the unfortunate 
* Galſter, on whoſe crimes your Majeſ- 
1 ty is inflicting deſerved 'puniſhment, 
but to whom l owe rather more than 
4% to my own father. I am curate of 
1 Altenplaten, a ſmall village in the 
«« principality of Magdeburg. I have 
“e ſeven living children, whom I am un- 
0 able to ſapport from my pittance, but 
my brother, in his proſperous days, 
« richly provided for. I now: might 
have an opportunity of proving -my 
* grateful. mind to him. He is old, 
poor, afflicted with diſeaſe and cob- 
« finement, and God has bleſſed me with 
«a ſmall fortune. May it pleaſe your 
$21 ol Majeſty 
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« Majeſty to give me up this wretched 


e man, that I may have him in my houſe, 
« andcheriſh him with a brother's care. 
Frederick, deeply moved by this letter, 


returned the curate the following anſwer: 


« I grant you the wiſhed for releaſe 
« of your brother, and him (as you tell 
«© me he is poor) a penſi6n of five hun- 
« dred dollars a year. But he muſt 
never leave you or your pariſh; and 
© never write to me or carry on a foreign 
MN: correſpondence, otherwiſe *impriſon- 
es ment for life is his inevitable fate.” 


Officers of the royal army were like- 


wiſe ſometimes guilty of miſdemeanors 
hardly to be credited. Mr. la Vilette, 
a Frenchman, and major in the Pruſſian 


corps of engineers, was of this kind. He 


undertook for the French miniſtry to 
draw plans of all the Pruſſian fortreſſes, 


K 4 3 and 
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and to ſend them to Verſailles, Two 
hundred and fifty louis d'ors were pail 
him For that of Magdeburg, and leſs in 
proportion for the others. But as this 
traitor. eould not poſſibly fend fo many 
plans, as they wanted, he betook himſelf 
to fancy's aid, and embelliſhed truth 

2 Wich fables. He invented for the French 
Fcourt, plans of Pruffian fortifications that 
never exiſted, fortified the moſt wretch. 
a . boroughs, | ſcarce! ſurrounded with 
-walls, in the moſt exquilite manner, ſent 
- theſe plans to Verſailles, and got, at leaf, 
fifty louis d'ors for each of them. The 
plot tranſpired, and the clever engineer 


was, (not privately hanged, as ſome 


would Nane "wo en . the 
N N 

Dreadful is the gery of Counſetlor 
Ferber, beheaded | in Spandau, ſome time 


1145 1 +1: 250. 
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Dantzie, was formerly Pruſſian agent in 

that ton, and lived afterwards at Berlin, 
wherechis acquaintance, as numerous as 
talkative, informed him of whatever hap- 


pened at court. He ſubſiſted by an Hiſ- 
toire ſecrette de la cour de Berlin, which he 


— — 


derick, the greater he hoped would be 
his reward. But as all this would not 


do to: ſatisfy his tapacity, that ingenions 


fellom kie upon a plan equally infamous 
and abſurd. The poiſoning of Frederick 
and the whole royal family he meant to 
propoſe to courts, that would have reject- 
ed ita th ſthe [deepeſt indignation. On 
bis tiial he! confeſſed ohis crime, and 
received ſentence of death. F rederick: 
gave a penſion to his widow, and took | 
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the utmoſt care of his only hte 
When of age, ſhe had a fortune of ſix. 
teen thouſand dollars; and, agreeably to 
the king's advice, married a young man 
to whom he _ a very nn Plac 
in the country. 8 „ 

A Frenchman, or perhaps a ifeviſe 


German, has faid ſome where: When 


4 Frederick's intereſt is hurt, he does 


. 10 not puniſh, but he takes revenge. 
This is the moſt impudent falſehood. 
Never was his Intereſt mors hurt, than 
by a man I have e and 
he forgave him. 24,21 1 hides wi 
All theſe inſtances Rh: the toentbel of 
enn of his goodneſs and 
lenity, are "worthy of being trauſmitted 
8 the lateſt poſterity: At heéaring or 


#406 3+ 1 . 2 42 . 00 * 
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reading chem, every ſenſible : mind: muſt | 
be kindled and burn with love for him 


and, however, they have ſaid, „This 


« polite and even timorous Ring, this 


« great reverence-maker, did not heſitate a 
« moment to immolate vidtims at his 
* table. Ladies he would aſk how their 
« baſtards did, And with Princes who 


cc had ſcarcely ever: ſeen the diſcharge 

« of a gun, ſpeak of their viftories,— 
« There is a kind of cowardice/in-ſneers 
e ing down people, who neither can nor 


„ dare make an anſwer. dn bois ul 
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: 4 ce roi ; poli, rimide meme, 1 faiſeur de re- 


e verences, ne ſe fit aucun ſcrapule, d'immoler à fa 


« table des victimes. Il a demandè à des femmes des | 
WH pe les, de ung! batards, a parlé de leurs victoires 


« à des princes, qui n' avoĩent jamais vd tirer un cou 


14 de fuſil. II y a une eſpece de làchetè A Nebabler 


% ceux, qui ne peuvent, ni ne doivont e, 


« " Frederick le Grand, Pag. 188 & 189. 


7170 own, chat at table Frederick ſometimes 
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A impartial writer ought not to dif. 


would indulge himſelf in harſh And of- 
enũve jeſts. He looked upon this time as 
a kind of ſaturnals, where every one might 
; freely ſpeak his. mind, and for this rea- 
{on he never was diſpleaſed with the moſt 
vigorous defence of the party attacked 
by him, But the charge of an improper in 
conduct with ladies he never was guilty WW ſc 
of. It was only in the company of the ot 
queen-and the princeſſes of his houſe, that I tc 
he dined with ladies, and then nothing Il a: 
ut the moſt decent and refined language F 
was heard at his table, Equally ground- h 
leſs and undeſerved is the cenſure, that | 
with princes, who never bad ſmelt. pow- c 
der, he talked of their victories.” Never h 


1 7 


bragging of his own. exploits, he: hardly 
ever touched on military tranſactions, 
. | Ps * JE 4 RV, 3. 75 12 +4 
| e "Ah 
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but converſing either with his own ge- 
nerals and officers, or with foreign mili- 
tary gentlemen of ſuch eminent parts and 
abilities, as Count Guibert and Prince 


de Ligne. No one but a Frenchman, or 


a German of the baſeſt kind, could ad- 


vance ſuch falſchoods againſt Frederick, 


and even upbraid him with timorouſneſs 
in his converſation. Should this airy 
ſcribbler ever have had an opportunity 
of converſing with this great monarch, 


to be ſure he has not found in him that 
arrogance, with which ſo many a ſorry 


F. renchman mould talk to this royal . 


hero. 1 


The filly creatures eee witti⸗ 
eiſm to be the only means of winning 


him to their intereſt. But they moſt 


egregiouſly miſtook him. Whoever 
ared:2h, eren Erkennt with quih- 
45111 : ; bles, 


a * 
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les, 4 ther ſuch mean attempts at 
: wit, might be ſure, either with a ſevere 
reprimand to be ſent about his buſineſs, 
or to ſee him turn his back without any 
anſwer at all. One evening he faid to 
the marquis Luchefini: To- day 4 
. French officer was preſented to me 
oc on asked, De que regiment «tes vous? 
He anſwered : © Sire du regiment & 
oy adn autrement nome Trouſſe-Cotillon! 
% Votre fſervitear,” quoth I, Tere- the fop, 
„ and quitted N 
Of his dignity Frederick wotild abate 
ah even in matters of mere ct 
quette. Two chamberlains of the- pope 
once ſolicited an audience, through ge- 
neral Lentulus. The King granted the 
: audience and fixed the hour; but Len- 
7 tulus, having either miſtaken the mo- 
"march or wiſhing to out-do | bim in po- 
62-10 e litenets, 


* 


2a7 
liteneſs; added, the king's will to be, 
that the two. chamberlains ſnould be 
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fetched i in his own equipage. Many 2 
foreigner, it is true, was honoured with 
royal equipage, but this confiſted in a 
carriage rather worſe than a hackney- 


coach; and two royal nags that would 


ſtumble and plun ge, almoſt at every ſtep, 


in the-ſands about Potſdam, Yet, even 
ſuch an equipage, was, in this caſe, be- 


yond Frederick's intention. The king J 


ſervant, however; miſtook General Len- 
wlus, as well as he Frederick. One of 


the moſt elegant and pompous royal. car- 
tiages, drawn by ſix glorious ſteeds, was 
ſent to fetch the ambaſſadors of his ho- 


lineſs, Who, in this ſtately . pomp, ar- 
rived at the palace of Potſdam The 
king bappened to be at the window, 


when the triumphant Italians made their 


— 


us * : 


. . — 
— - OP" 0 AG ne , rs” 


RL; 


0 the pope?!” Much nettled by this blun. 
der, he ordered immediately to; with. 


When the audience was over, the two . 
chambertains; petrified at the fight of x 
paltry 'backney, in ſtead of a magnif 

cent royal equipage, aſked one of the 
king's ſervants the reaſon of this inex- 


—2 — — a * * — 
6 r xr | * 


ſplendid equipage to an audience, and 
to take them home in an hackney- coach. 
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appearance. #. Whois that zn asked the 
monarch t—* The two- ambaſſadors 


draw the royal carriage, and to; ſend for 
4 common hackney coach in its place.— 


plicable change. He told them it was 
an old etiquette at the Pruſſian court, to 


convey Papal ambaſſadors in the [moſt 


At table, he would ſcarce ever ſup. 
preſs any:winy or ſarcaſtic flight, and 
always ſeaſotr his tales with:comic power 
and attic falt.. Baron Edelſheim, his. 
ies amqbaſ⸗ 


. 


ambaſſador, at Verſailles, Vienna, and 


cloſe air in fick rooms, in in former times, 


he cloſed his remarks with a Kory, which 
I ſhould certainly forbear relating, did it 
not end in Latin: *The emperor Leo- 


« pold, very ill with a fever, was her- 


6 metically ſhut up in his chamber, and 
te every beam of light carefully pre- 
* vented from peeping into the room. 
* One morning his firſt phyſician, who 
conducted this ſheepiſh management 


of the imperial patient, happened to 


1 enter the room. For a long while he 
« could not find the bed: at laſt he 


cc chanced to hit upon it, but now again 


* was under the greateſt pains, where 


« and how to get at the emperor's arm, 


W 
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Hanover, told me that, once in his pre- 
ſence, having touched upon the ſtrong 
predilection of the en tribe for 


8 CD; 888 
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fax feet! his pulſe. With great con 

ec cern he was tappin g the counterpane, 

e the bed, and the einperor, who rathe 

. 66 being of a ſurly remper, would, a 
1 e that time, not be ſpoken to. At lal 
br. é heexulted in having caught hold d 


e Leopold's arm, applied his two for: 

6 ee fingers to the artery, and with the 
1 e cloſeſt attention began to count. But 
che emperor, highly aſtoniſhed at the 
| 5 . 4 grofs and ſhameful miſtake, with great 


0 . dignity ſet the ſtupid phyſician right, 
ö 5 _ ſaying to this Eſculape, in a low and 
| dec pathetie voice: Hoc % membrum nf 

D, EO »#. trum imperiale Sacro-Cefareum.” 

. As long as he digeſted well, Frede 
rick was always gay and happy at table. 
All his cares, it ſeemed, he left behind 
him in his cloſet, was pleaſed with every 
$i thing, and highly entertaining. But, 16 
| „ | „„ 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT» 2tT 


he liked to be a long time at- table, all 


his generals, ſometimes would fall aſleep. 


Baron Bulow, Heutenant-general of foot, 
being once in this caſe, cried out, in a 


dreadful voice: March! March! For- 


« wards!“ 4e There's a brave fellow,” 
faid the king, ( even in his dreams he 
“ minds his profeſſion.” - 8. 


Though Frederick often gave a RY 


courſe to his ſarcaſtic turn of mind, 


without conſidering that atonk ms wound 
deeper, when darted by a king, he 
was never angry when _ were return 


ed with dexterity and {kil. 


Much diſpleaſed with a vind-mil 
that ſtands near the Orangery of Sans- 
ſouei, he offered it's poſſeſſor three other 


wind · mills, befides a conſiderable ſum 


mill 1 to the king, But the miller an- 
ſwered 
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mill has ſupported me and my chil. 
4 dren many years, and affords me a fine 
* proſpect; therefore, III live and dit 


4. 3 


ſwered 1 and boldly: 60 My winds 


* in my mill.“ This anſwer ſilenced it Be 
Frederick the Great, and the miller wa N dful 
never troubled again for his mill. Some H tilae 
time after, walking with one of his fa nick 


vourites, through the garden of San. I the j 
ouci, be Haid, looking at this mill: Berli 
b Tis very diſagreeable, however, that * 
this fellow don't ehooſe to ſell me bi « re 
it naſty mill.” 

favourite, (knowing his exceſlive fond- I the 
weſs for gilding,) your majeſty ſhould iſ the 


+ Why,” replied the B. 


have it gilded.” : Ftederiek anſwered eft 


not a word to this lampoon: but be trut 
laughed heartily, as once ſaying to an full 
architect, (a Dutchman) 6 Sir, you are 
©. an aſs,” This aſs replied, 4 That 


ce muſt 


R 
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Mr. de la Touche, French ambaſſador 
Wat Berlin, knew that this great and beau- 
afl towh includes fore. meadows. and 
fillage-ground. Therefore, on Frede- 
| rick's obſerving once, that comparing 

the plans of the two towns, he thought 
Berlin almoſt as big as Paris, he ſaid: 


© muſt I be, to bear and carry all that 
e your n is de to loed me 


., Sire, but in Paris 19980 * not 5 


4 reap and mow *.“ 


Baron Maunctauſen, his miniſter kor 


the eccleſiaſtical department; joined to 
the moſt extenſive learning and the keen 


F454 "WE, #3 3 7s 4 "ap * 3+ $: Ty 
4 Oui, Sire; mais on n bl fait pas la main. | 


eſt penetration, an inflexible love of 
truth and juſtice. Frederick knew him 
full way! 3 yet, notwithſtanding, A 
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once, that, biafſed by pictiſm, be al 
clined the filling up of a vacant abbotꝭ 
place at Cloſte bergen, near Magdeburg. 
This ſuſpicion was altogether ground- 
leſs and unjuſt, 1 the miniſter being a gen- 
tleman of enlightened. piety, and, by no 
> means, an enthuſiaſt. Frederick, how. 
ever, on the ſcore of this ſuſpicion, at 
table, teazed and. haraſfe dibim with his 
uſual ſarcaſms ;; and, at laſt, ſaid to him: 
40 Pray, Baron Munchauſen, are you 2 ther 
5 « Quaker ?” «© No, Sire;“ replied the mof 
highly offended and enraged miniſter, my 
46 but 1 am a nobleman,” This briſt 
reply ſilenced Frederick, and FRE matter 1ant's 
Was entirely dropt. Ce 15 orturt 
Equally bold, oftimes, were the an- is po 
HD of a gentleman of another de- 
ſeription, Colonel Quintus Jeilius, whom 
1 have introduced to my readers 1 in the ret 
maar e 
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«th. chapter of this book. Once, at | 9 
able, ſcoffing at free battalions, in 7 U \ 
ry barſh expreſſions, Frederick told 9 
im plainly, that they all conſiſted of » ; ö | 
hieves- Quintus inſiſting upon the nn 
ing's making good this charge againſt W 
im and his battalion; Why,” ſaid [ 3 | 
Frederick, © did you not ſteal pretty 1 


briskly in Huberzburg? « To be Z TE, | "1 | 

ſure,” replied the Colonel; but + 
there I ſtole for the intereſt of my 
* moſt gracious employer, getting ſor 
myſelf ſcarce ſo much as my fees“. 

Of as good, but finer a caſt, were Bac. 
ant's replies. T he king having once 
tured him long enough on account of 55 
lis popery, at laſt laid to him: 60 Sup- 


ee e 
= £ 
= nn. o I» —. . 


« ' pole, | 1 

* « Oui, Sire, mais je n'ai vole, que pour les in- | \ # 
terẽts de mon gracieux commettant, et A peine en a- „ (7 
je retirs mes droits de e commiſſion,” es 1 — - 
_ A 
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cc; poſe, Baſtiani, you were the pope, and 
. approached your throne, to kiſs your 


10 pantofle, how would you receive me?" 


c With all due reſpe&,” replied Baſt. 
N ani; ; J ſhould ariſe, advance toward 
«© your Majeſty, and deliver this humble 


« petition: Almighty eagle! cover me 


* with thy wings, but forbear ſtriking 


« me with thy beak*.” This incom- 


ich parable anſwer operated highly in Bal. 
; tiani's favour. The king never teazed 
bim any more, but always treated him 
with the greateſt kindneſs. 
The lampoons he ſomerimes would: 


launch againſt the empreſſes Mary The- 


reſa * . Madame de Pompa- 


_ dou, 


. Ajgle tout-puiſſant! Couvres moi de tes 
- alles mais Epargnes moi tes cups de beg.“ 


dou 
Sax 
drea 
he © 
his 
1s n 


Lp 


anna 
fam 
ſo hi 
of E 
old 
ble E 


cove 


no m 
old 
lette! 
ot 8 
ſatire 
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5 88 Fa 8 2 
dour, Cardinal Bernis, and the famous 


Saxon miniſter, Count Bruhl, produced 


dreadful conſequences. Bernis, 'tis true, — 


he only ridiculed a little on account of 


his poetry; a poet' s revenge, however, 
is more ſavage than a miniſter's. 


Very ſtrange and prominent in the 


annals of his reign, is the hiſtory of his 
famous letter to the king of Sardinia, 


ſo higkly offenſive to all the monarchs 


of Europe. This ſovereign was then 


old and rather ſuperſtitious. That no- 
ble heroiſm which, in better years, had 
covered him with laurels and glory, was 
no more. Frederick, however, held this 


old monarch in high eſteem; and his 
letter to him, operated upon the king 


of Spain with a power which never any 
ane bay before. : 


, *3& 1 ; 8 : Sf £4. 43% (8 43 
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nn tkis letter, Frederick, Well great 
Jollity, runs over the tranſactions of the 


age; with few exceptions ſpeaks ven { 
ill of all the preſent rulers of the world, 

| and at 1 aſt burſts out in theſe words: !: 

« Had T'not had the honour to be 1 f 

. « cotemporary of your Ma jeſty, I thou © 


<< even bluſh in the other world, to have 


ce been a king in our days.” This wall. 
certainly. an effuſion of the bitterel be 
ſpleen. But there \ was no ſuch thing ail ©< 
the King of Sardivile' 's keeping back 0 th 
bigb a eomplitnent. q Therefore, i it way in 
ſet 


[4 given out in Turin, the Ki ing of Pruſ. 
ſia had written to the King of Sardinia i me 
letter, diſeloſing political ſentiments and no 
events'of thelaſt importance, and, eſpe. Wil 
cially, greatly intereſting for the Bout 
bon courts. In a moment, all the -gen- 


4 
tlemen of the di ann corps were onll « ; 
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the wing to get copies of this letter.— 
They were eaſily obtained, and flew 
ſtraight way to Verſailles and Madrid. a 5 
Leuis the Fifteenth laughed at the 
letter. I had never the ambition, 
aid he, „ of being a great king®,” But - 28 


11d Charles III. King of Spain, very angry | 
el with the letter-writer, treated the letter ja | 
val in a manner that does him immortal 1 
honour. Having aſſembled all his:pyivy - 4 
counſellors, he aſked, if it be true that 5 | | 
this King of Pruſſia, by achievement, 3 
9 


inimitable in other countties, | had de- 
ſerved the praiſe of being the greatoſt | 
24] monarch i in Europe, in a manner, that 
andi no other W might WY to vie 
ſp with Rane l ner ace 


a IS > : a ; | : : | | = c p 4 | 
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5 The King of Pruſlia, ” anſwered the 
Dons, © has given encouragement to 
4. agriculture and huſbandry, eſtabliſh- 
. ed great manufactories, dug canals to 


* ſupport navigation, and drained vaſt 
«. marſhy tracts in his country. He. 
« has diſciplined his army, and advanc- 
ed his troops to a high degree of per- 
& fection. Moreover, he has endes. 
« youred to rectify the laws, and regu- 


e late the adminiſtration of juſtice in 

te his dominions.” OR on] 
Now a ſpirit of emulation. benen to 
Kir within Charles the Third. For 
every corner of Spain laws were enacted 
to improve agriculture and increaſe po- 
pulation. The works in Sierra Morena 
were carried on with double vigour. 
A large manufactory for printing calico 
and linen was eſtabliſhed j in Barcelona ; 
and 
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and the famous canal of Murcia began. 
The improvement of the land troops 
and marines was undertaken with the 
warmeſt zeal; but the forming of a 
formidable fleet was Charles's chief 
aim, as he thought this the eaſieſt way 
to out · do Frederick, who had no navy 
at all. At the fame time a junto was 


x appointed to correct the laws, and re- 


form the proceedings * the courts of 
n jaftices . 

A great and illuſtrious perſonage, wh 
told me this ſtory, and gave me leave | 


to make uſe of it, however, without 


: naming him, added theſe juſt remarks 2 
„on this paſſage of Frederick's life, a 2 
w medal ſhould be coined with the 
7 " motto, Ridendo flimulat reges.” 

; 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


On his Untoncern + with Reſpet to M; cone. 
-- tiohs of his Conduct, and Slanders or Li. 
belt ſpread againſt him; On his Diſpoſe 
Ton 10 alt rigbt and greath and, yet 
nabe People believe that. be was alli 
e 


KED TRICK was, by no means, un 
concerned about poſterity's opinion 


ef him, which no ſovereign can poſſibly 
be, who has any value for his own ho- 
nour, and the welfare of his realm; but, 


with the utmoſt indifference, he ſcorned 


the opinion, calumnies and Übels, * 
e or ill. informed men. 

The liberty, or even licentiouſneſs of 
: cenfuring this great monarch, went, no 
JA 8 where, 


or FREDERICK THE GREAT. ' 22% | 


where, greater lengths than at Potſdam, 

Gentlemen, who had lived many years in 

this place, and daily converſed with Fre- 

derick, aſfured me, that it was an amuſe- 

ment for young officers, to ſpeak ill of 

bim; that he knew this, without ever 

taking notice of it, but once in his life, 
when he gave theſe gentlemen to un- . + 7 
derſtand: Though it were, by. no 
« means, his! intention to deptive them 
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« of that favourite amuſement, yet, 
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« they might forbear enjoying it in. 
ce coffee · houſes, taverns, and other pub- 
« lic places, leſt he ſhould be obliged. to 
** puniſh their indiſcretion, for the mere 
* ſake of good police and decorum. In 
H private company every officer was 
ef welcome to pour aut. his wit, any war 
She pleaſed. 10 
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often ſaid: © Nowhere, I am fure, is 
in bging witneſs of ſuch frankneſs and 


Switzerland, and, particularly, in Berne, 
People of every rank and deſcription 


1 pleaſed, and had never an hair wrt for 
doing ſo. | 
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ng * flay at Berlin, i in 1771, 1 


Frederick the Great ſo ill talked of 
« as in Berlin.“ I rejoiced, however, 


uncommon courage, I found a thouſand 
times more freedom in Berlin, than i in 


were at liberty to talk whatever they 


The inmoſt ſentiments of Frederick's | 


_ ſoul on thoſe, who pretend to enlighten I 
the public, through the medium of * 
: ſlander, are forcibly expreſſed in his 
' poſthumous works“. Envy, in his opi- = 
nion, is the eternal ſource of ſatirical " 
writings, 1 

thi 


ame, poſthumes de Frederick u. rb. 22 
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writings, and to dogs barking at the 
moon, he compares thoſe wretches, who, 
for the mere gratification of their malice, 
blacken the reputation of others, ſtoop 
to the groſſeſt impoſitions, defame in 
every direction, and, with hue and FOE 95 
publiſh their lies. | 
- Meanwhile ſome ſuch age are ſtill Y ? 
barking againſt him, let us learn from ; 
ſome incontrovertible facts, how con- 


fiſtent with the theory of the royal wri- 
er, was the practice of the king. & 

1 A well-known Pruſſian general, lately 

. deceaſed, towards the cloſe of the ſeren 


t oears war, wrote a eritick on Fredericks 
campaigns. His remarks were not mild” 
Ward temperate, but, often, very bitter. 
1 {ome Auſtrian huſfars took his baggage, 
which, two days after, was retaken. by 
the Pruſſians. All the trunks „ however, 


8 5 were ; 


1 en CEE ATE; 
— . 8 28 
gr 2 ² ·•u bt — 
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were empriödz and nothing was left but ba 
ſome papers, and among them theſe Ml 
cxitical obſervations on Frederick's con- ſl © 
| duct during 'the war. All theſe papers i © 
were ſent to the king, who found the 75 
critiek on himſelf highly intereſting. He i co 
peruſed it, added with. his- on hand ce 


Tome . marginal notes, explained ſome re 
circumſtanpes, which the author could ke 
not know; acknowledged the truth of I fi 
ſuch of his- remarks as were juſt and tir 
well- grounded, and ſometimes refuted Ml bi 
him in as harſh expreſſions, as he-had uſed hi 
| himſelf. On one paſſage, for inſtance, WW af 
he, pere: i. „Hare the | writer Judges fic 


bis gloſs, b he ſeat ao to it's Ml © 
Author, (che was then a colonel, but as 


x \ - 7 1 4 " 
| | 7 © {& 
4 « Jar auteur joge c comme une  cruche,” 53 


2 7 
9 77 


\ 
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had no regiment) with this note; 2 « My 
« huffars have taken from the enemy 7 
i ſombi baggage; among Which are: 
found papeis belongidg to your which, 
c herewith} Ireturn.“ We may eaſily: 
conceive how the colonel felt, on re- 
ceivitig his erĩtick on Frederick the Great, 
reviewed by himfelff and how he feared; 
he had eriticiſed awsy! all proſpects of 
future promotion. However, a ſhort 
time after the peace, Frederick gave 
d bin!” a regiment; even befote! it came to 
bis turn. He made hiſi a general; and 
e, Raf terwards, as he knewꝛ him to be an of2 
e ficer of capacity and TO ane 
h ſpear of the- Arr. 
A great Pruſſian gen danch iſinguithet 
ut es well for ulis eminent talents; ab his 
d wonderful exploits, ſaid tw me: 4 In the 
even years War I have defended Frede. 
„J% gk 


| _ zer v or rn Airz, de. 


8 rick's character againſt the whole 
« army. They were all againſt him. 
« They reviled whatever he did, and 
* though forced, ſometimes, to ac- 
<< knowledge' the greatneſs of his mind, 

(c yet they conſtantly denied the good- 
v neſs of his heart. During the whole 


< war, there was a kind af ' oppoſition in 


| e the Pruſſian army. The gentlemen 
* of this party kept up a regular cor- 
« reſpondence, and cenſuted and tra- 
| *« duced all his plans and ations, | The 


„ king knew all this 3 mentioned with 
« the mildeſt forbearance, the leading 


1 men of this oppoſition j had, now and 


4e then, their letters intercepted, and 


laughed heartily at them. The Eng- 


4% liſn ambaſſador, NM 


„Mitchel, ſaid, 


« therefore, once to me: * Your army 
4 is nem of Jacobitesz yet you fight, 


e 


— 


1.311 wy | 8 2 5 1 like 
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ec like ne for a king, 3 you in- | 
« ceſſantly criticiſe®,” 

My compatriot, the ingedious and gal- 
lant Major General Warnery, thought I, 
muſt needs have been a member of this 
oppoſition, for he relates an anecdote 
concerning Frederick, and his wounded 
ſoldiers, that muſt thrill every ſenſible | 


mind with com paſſion and horror. In 


his hiſtory of the campaign of 1760, | 
he ſays: © The greateſt part of the ſol-'_ 


c diers, wounded near T orgau, periſhed 


« with cold. This was the common 
« fate in the Pruſſian amy, whoſe hoſ- 
© pitals were ſo il} managed, and fo. 
<« filled with foul air, that every ſoldier, 
sb on energy 15 ought himſelf adead 

1 * — 


ve * « Votre armbe eſt une armèe de Jacobites 3 mais. 


E vous vous battez comme des diables Pour un a roi, 
50 que \ vous ne cellez de critiquer,” ; 
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«.corple. We muſt not wonder at ſeeing 
« in the Pruſſian dominions, ſo few mu- 


ce. tilated people, after ſo eruel a war. 


6e For I Know it from indubitable au- 


«, thority, that ali the inſpectors of the 
4 hoſpitals; as well ag all the ſurgeons, 


& were ordered to let all their patients 
4 periſh, who were wounded in ſuch a 


„ manner, that, after their recovery, 
they could ſerve no longer, to ſave 


** 


e the trouble and expence of ſupyort- 


ig their exiſtencex. / 
game heinaus: en was, perhaps, 


never brought againſt Frederick, except 
ſay: “ Every feature in Fre 


face; beſpoke hatred of mankind : 


4 5 murder ſat on bis forehead; ſelf-in- : 
tereſt, | 


” „ 
8 
< * — * 
- 


af 24 6 


<1, 6. 


6 4 $994 224981) nee 
* General Warnery's Works, Vol, VIII. p. 141. 
; | ; my — 1 414 9372 * i e 4 
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te tereſt, ws \peoviſhneſs, Md ill-hu- 
« mour reigned about his noſe ; death 
« and deſtruction flaſhed from his wild, : 
cc ſparkling eyes; and his ſmile was the 
* ſneering of hell on a fallen faint. 7 
The falſchood of the above atrocious? 
charge, is proved by Meſſrs. Baldinger, 
Theden and Horn, who, during the 
ſeven year J war, as phyſicians and ſur- 
geons, ſerved in the Pruſſian army. M. 
Theden Fg ſurgeon general of great pro- 
bity and merit, ſays: © Near fifty- two 
&« years I have ſerved under Frederick” 
« the Great, and know full well that 
«© General Warnery's reflection does not 


« contain even a ſhadow of truth. I: 
15 % know 


* Dictionary of all the blunders and puffs to be 
found in the pretended poſtlilumeus works of Frede- 
rick the Second, publiſhed at Berlin in fifteen volumes. 
Vienna, 1789. N 1255 n 
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* know, what vaſt fams he ſpent with 
« pleaſure, that all poſſible care might 
be taken of his fick and wounded 
« ſoldiers. That this was not always 
* done, efpecially in the firſt moment 
after battles fought, cannot be denied; 
but this was no fault of bis. The 
% chief cauſe was the want of a proper 
* regulation, now ſupplied by the bene- 
'« volent Frederick William the Second, 
* and gratefully acknowledged by all 


nn 


* * 
. 
— W — P * 8 
———— TT 


— 


1 10 
g „ thoſe who were fick and wounded in WM. 
= «the Dutch war. N 

| - Pamphlets and letters, full of libellous Py 


matter againſt himſelf, he often received, 90 
and laughed at them with unfeigned 1 
contempt. Soon after the eſtabliſhment 


. : 
— Ee atone ů——f—j—j—j—ͤ—ͤ yt rr : 


of the French Ku, he received a letter 


* Anecdotes of Frederick II. No. 2. p 336. 


— 


* 3 I 1 os 4 * — 
NEN p n n 


WI e. 1 1 . 
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oy che poſt, beginning thus: * Is it you, 
1. Sire, or Turcoret that reigns! ˙.— | 
s Laughing, he ſhewed this letter to the 
; French regiſſeur, M. de Launay, and 
aid to him: © This man ſeems very 
WW angry indeed ; but he knows neither 
" WW the local circumſtances, nor the rea- 
ons that have determined my choice 


« of the new regulations. Take, how- 
; « ever, care, Sir, not to cauſe any legal 
| « complaint. You are informed of my 
«intentions, and you know, that by na 
© means I aim at any increaſe of the 


66 exciſe revenue, but only at the en 
ceouragement of manufactures and na- 
6 ones induſtry. P A ſhort time after, 

. 


* 


— 


* Eſt ce bien vous, Sire, or  Turcoret, qui 
„ 
+: 4 Cet homme paroit bien gebs. Mais il ne con · 
„ noit ni la nn ni i les ratios = ont fait donner 
whe 
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by his command, the well. known French 


| comedy, called Turcoret, was repreſent- WM tab 
8: ed; in Potſdam, ind all the F rench 7 iſeurs 181 
| were among the ſpectators. 8 7 
I} The calumnious letters on the parti- Ve 
| tion of Poland, and the pretended. dia- m. 
* logue between the dividing powers, were re: 
ſent to him by the poſt. He told it him-- n 
ſelf to his evening companions, and cel 


laughed at theſe libels. But, as ſome- ſa 
chamberlain at table. affured- him. that Wl + 
they were written with great elegance te 
and truth, be. replied: 4% Is it your 


3 — — 
my as 2 * * — 7 — 
— - 1 
na 
— — — — 2 
——— — ——— I, 
— PS. 
8 2 
* * 


＋ 

cc place, count, to tell me that du This WM \ 
count, a very ſmart and cauſtic genius, IM n 

Was Wen treated rather with. cool. h 

Nei | "nels, 1 

les nouvelles ordonnances. Gardez - vous, | Monſieur, c 
8. te de donner lieu à des plaintes fondees. Vous ſavez- { 
mes intentions, qui ne tendent point à augmenter la | 

ti recette des acciſes, mais à favoriſer ee &. 7 


e induſtrie nationale. 


| 


this copy. to the e King, and be prohibited. 


„ * 2 * 
n KI 
„ 4 | 0 


= a Fn 
3 2 by e 2 


Ss > 
82 
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neſs, ſeareely ever invited to the King's 
table ; and, ere long, at his defire, dil 
miſſed from his ſervice. - | 11 

La Beaumelle, in his quarrel wich 
Voltaire, indulged himſelf in every: 


means of hurting his adverſary. My 


readers know from the fifth- chapter of 
this work, that he adulterated the Pu- 


celle Orleans, and foiſted into it a paſ- 
ſage, fully qualified highly to enrage 


Frederick againſt Voltaire, and utterly: 
to deſtroy his intereſt with him. The 


copy of this corrupted edition he ſent to, 
Mr. Bordeaux, printer and bookſeller to 


the king, as if it came from Voltaire 
himſelf. Bordeaux was a man of known. 
integrity, and much in favour with Fre= 
derickx. La Beaumelle, in all likelihood, 
ſuppoſed that Bourdeaux would ſhow 


from 


1 
1 


1 
4 
x 
> 
* 
\ 1 
” 
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from printing it, as Voltaire's ruin was 
all he wanted. Bourdeaux actually car- 
ried the copy to Frederick, and told 
Em, That though it were not his 
„e moſt diſtant wiſh to print ſuch horrid 
. « ſeurrilities, yet he thought himſelf 

« obliged to ſhow him this work, Had 
© he printed it he a might have cleared 
4 ten thouſand dollars, which would be 
5 6 the certain profit of every publiſher 
„of this book.” The king read the 


_ manuſcript, and gave Bourdeaux leave 


to print it, which accordingly was done. 


Libellers of the lower kind he took as 
 hittle notice of, as of vulgar witlings and 


dealers in epigrams. Every one in Potſ- 


dam knows, that a few years before his 
death, ſeeing a great crowd aſſemble 


under his windows, «nd eaferly look up 


to the * he aſked one of bis ſer- 


vants, 
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diſtorting their necks, 


cd „ ˙ ld oy 


fervir la vie de Monſieur de Voltaire, &crits 


year 1784, Very likely ſomething found 
among the papers of Voltaire, and com- 
poſed by him, ſoon after his baniſhment 


compoſition being neither more nor leſs 


) 

: be: truths, groſs fictions, and glaring 
| abſur- 

: i 


vants, „What was the matter ?” Ia- 
formed by him that a libel on his Ma- 

jeſty was ſtuck up at the palace, but ſo 
high that it hardly could be read from 
below, he ordered it to be taken down | 
and placed again in ſuch a manner, that 
people might be able to read it, without 


All Europe has ſeen the Memoires pour 


par lui meme, which were publiſhed in the 


mY * 
e 


from Potſdam, on account of his quarrel 
with Maupertuis, may be the ground- 
work of theſe memoirs. But the whole 


than a rhapfody of mangled ſtories, diſ- 


og — ads 2 * ” 2, - N e 8 
7 oe” SLY RIS EN * eee * _- p 9 
; : : 2 : . 
* N * — 1 5 4 ' s 5 


3 


- 
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abſurdities, cannot poſſibly be the Pro. 
duction of a genius like Voltaire Sz and, 


leaſt of all, that which relates to the 
ſeven years war and the ſucceeding time 


For it is generally underſtood „ that then 


Voltaire had made his peace with; Fre. 


0 derick, received favours from him, and 
never ſpoke of. this great monarch but 
with the higheſt admiration and reſpect. 


This libel was not unknown to Fre- 


| - derick. Baron Horſt, who, about the 
time of its publication, returned from 
France to Potſdam, told bim of its 


being condemned and prohibited by 


Lewis XVI., adding, 5 that though he 
40 perfectly knew his ſovereign contempt 
Me of all ſuch low ſcurrilities, yet he was 


cc © aſtoniſhed to ſee it publicly ſold in 
CL Berlin,! in. French and German, which, 
«in his opinion, ſhould not be done.“ 


„ „ 


460 
ce 
et 


00 


"FT 
net 


Cf) 


ae” 
4 Nb” replied: Frigeriels;; e let this 
66 fooliſh thing have its courſe; it may, 
et at leaſt7 amuſe ſome Oey curates 
<« who do. not like me. 

Another libel on F rederick les mati- 
nees du Roi de Pruſſe, was likewiſe pub- 
licly ſold in Berlin, and ſpread every- 


er er KEDERICK/ THE GREAT- 


where. This paſquinade, which, with 
unheard of ftupidity;an Auſtrian illumi- 
nator quotes as being Frederick's own 
compoſition,® was the work of a French 
fer; who, miſtaking his ſhallow obſerva. 
tions on the Pruſſian government, f fork 
nn N ad of all its feerets, 
Nan ite itt 5 53 ſer 


7 - . PI * 4 
2 8 1 p 
pt 7 5 "OE 8 4 B 
0 .4 4 4 l 14 we \.4 & & 54 > + w# YV 


Non, il faut; laiſſer ecurir cette ſottiſe, Du 
in © moigs;ells ferving. F aputloypent aux curès campag- 


h © nards, qui ne m aiment 8 | 

MW «ob ago Covi nt: 1 
n * he werpin 51 of the diane be. | cited 
. E DG Dt 331 | 

| bf) pag. 75. 
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ſet up as an inſiructot of a king of Pruſi 
in the art of governing bis people. 


- Here another anecdote,- youched by 


the moſt reſpectable authority, deſerves 


a place. Baron **, at Duſſeldorp, after. 
wards privy cabinet ſecretary to the 


Elector Palatine, informed A: Pruſſian 
miniſter, * that it was in his power to 
9 ſuppreſs a very ſcandalous writing 
<6- againſt the king 3 but the author ex- 
E pected two thouſand louis d'ors for 
* giving up his manuſcript, Wen oath 
that he had kept no copy.“ . The 
miniſter immediately anſwered him: 
"© The king, his maſter, would moſt cer- 
| « tainly not give a halfpenny for ſuch a 
« compoſition ;_ but its author might 
< very eaſily greg leave to have it 


MI 41 S WES? 


ec printed and ſold it in the Pruffian domi- 


| « nions, if otherwiſe he be a good man; 


« and, 


* 


ſſia 


<q f * * e 3 wee Ds . #7) > þ | « * 2 - 7 ; f * 16 * Pe 
s. k . , * , £1 „ 
: 
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c« and; as 5 "the baron deelared, by mere 
« misfortune brought ſo low, as to be 
forced to gain a livelihood by ſuch - 
« writings.” ef e 
Fredericks contempt 5 libels. and 
ganders, publiſhed againſt him, cannot 
be wondered at, as even men of common 
underſtanding may poſſeſs this quality, 7 
But very ſingular and noble was his way 
of acting right and greatly, at the ſame 
time that he made people believe he 
acted wrong. | Few men, indeed, appre- 
hend this feature in his character, too 
ſublime and exalted for the many. Such 4 
ſentiments and feelings we find only in 


men ſteady to an uncommon degree, and 8 


rooted in themſelves 2 therefore we revery 
ence them in hovels and on thrones. | 
Not without aſtoniſhment I ſaw in the 
production of an old, venerable gentle- 
Vox. II. | M | man, | 


„ him: To ſtudy alone wilt not do; 
5 | 4 ris neceffary alſo to keep che regiment 
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man, the following paſſage: « Frederick 
4. has read, before the Royal Society at 
« Berlin, an-eulogium on General Stil. 
= whom, however, in ſome reſpect, be 
4 had killed himſelf, by darting, on a 
_ «review, the following words agaiuf 


4 in order.“ The venerable author 
adds, . General Still was a good chriſ. I $1 
tian, and this expoſed him to Frede. ſy ar 
«© rick's urge which he ff ſhould have ti 
4 deſpiſed - Fe 
| General Still, in my humble. opinion, m 
5 Algbt be a good chriſtian, and yet keep n 
Bis regiment in order. He was much jt 
reſpected by the king, on account of his 
moral charaCter and his knowledge : but 
| bis regiment. was ſo. * e 
VVV that, 


6 2 


Lcrixenirs d'un citoyen, Tom. II. pag. 267. 
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that, after his deceaſe, Colonel Croſeck, 


one of the ableſt officers of cavalry in the 


Pruſſian ſervice, wanted ſome years o 
raiſe this regiment to ſome kind of equa- 
lity with the other troops; therefore the 
king might well be angry with General 8 
Still, and his reproving this We 2 
review, wants certainly no excuſG. 
Frederick's chiding and even diſmiſs 
ſing an officer, i in the fight of the whole 
army, for a trifling offence, was ſome- 
times a mere act of -mercy, In ſuch = 
caſes, the offender was guilty of miſde- 

meanors that deſerved a ſeverer puniſh- 
ment, and, if publiſhed, would have 
juſtified-the king, but too much diſho- 
noured the tranſgreſſor. If, for inſtance, | 
a commander of horſe had embezzled 


part of the forage, (which is a heavy 


crime in che Pruſſian ſervice) he: would 
Mz „ 


r , 
. * — * * 


— — 
— 
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at 
hav 


| lay kold'of A trifling miſtake in the ma. 
nual exerciſe, and- diſmiſs him. Then 
he whole army, and all the world be- 
des, pitied the poor ſufferer, and ex- 
elaimed againſt his cruelty. But he 
8 would rather be thought eruel and 
wrong, than blaſt with infamy the of- 
ficers and commanders of his troops. 


On 


| His great mind, againſt many an unde- 
ſerved reproach, took ſanctuary in- itſelf, 
and ſcorned any vindication of his con- 
duct, that he could not attempt without 
expoſing others to ignominy and ſhame, ni 
5 Several paſſages in his poſthumous J 
works, printed at Berlin, tir up in their 
readers queſtions of ſuch a nature, as 1 
hall not permit myſelf. to utter. I am F 
confident, however, that theſe paſſages, d 
if read at all by the! ingenious editor of b 
Frederick works, flipt his attention: i ® 
pe 1 


———— — — — 
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at leaſt, the royal author one never * 


have intended them for as _ 


0 n AP. XXVII. 


Os ſon me 5 notice? Features i in Frederick's cha- 
racter, and various mean ang erroneous * 
Mons of bim. | 


ao general remarks on Frederick, 
' fome prominent features of his life 
d character, could not find a conve- 
nient place in the preceding chapters, | 
1 ſhall collect them here, and on the 4 
whole courſe of his wonderful hfe caſt e 7 
ſome glances, with integrity and truth. g : 


Flattery was obliged very cunningly ta 5 
deviſe her maſk, if ſhe wanted to ap- : 
proach this matchleſs king, and now in 

awful filence the paſſes by his f 1 Us 
5 3 With 
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5 With deep. felrindignation,] ſawoneof 
f ; his charafter- daubers repreſent him fond of 
flattery. With ſuch people as he liked, 

be ſometimes, i it is true, would overlook 
flattering expreſſions, but requite others, 


with whom fawning and ee was 
A kind of trade, with eruel farcaſms. 
4 In his latter years, he was once walks 
ing in the garden of Sanſſoucy with one 
of his courtiers he liked much. This 
courtier was Count Schwerin, lately de- 
ceaſed, general and maſter af che horſe to 
the king. With a deal of good nature, Wl 1 
but rather too often, Schwerin ſaid to 1 
Frederick: © Your Majeſty walks fo 1 
./< faſt, that by No means L can keep pace 
ce with you.” For ſome time he took Ml * 
no notice of this compliment, becauſe, 
m all likelihood, he would not ſpoil him 
the | plealure of ing ſamething plea- 


fing 


r 5 — 
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lug to in But, at laſt; * eons bear 
no- longer this oft repeated flattery for 
the maſter of the horſe, very ſtout and 
valiant to his old age, walked: much 
better than the king. Frederick, there 
fore, called two of his- chairmen, and 
ordered them to bring a chair for the 
count. Schwerin, by his command, took 
his ſeat- in it; the king walked: at” its 
fide, and thus a 8 65 atrived in 
Sanſſoucy. a 
Julius Cefar was highly adm ire by 
Frederick, and his buſt, an antique, 
bought at Rome for eighteen thouſand 
ſeudy, the only one in his cloſer, he te- 
garded with alb the fondneſs of a lover 
for that of his miſtreſs, N « DO you 
* know,” ” ſad he, the firſt- warrior of 
his age, to prince de Ligne, cc Who 
ce. has taught me the little 1 know of 


M4. «We - 


* who ſo nobly fell near Prague, for ſome 
time ſubſiſted a coolneſs, which ſeemed 
rather inconſiſtent with his character. 
But this coolneſs originated in a fit of 


A * 


his very organization „ he did not bluſh 
to own an inſtructor, 
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7 the art of war ? on field-marſhal 
4 Traun; that was a man! o This field. 
| marſhal commanded under prince Charles 
of Lorrain, the army that, in the yeat 

1744. forced Frederick to quit Bohemia. 
Thus he worſhipped military excellence 

wherever he found it; and though his 
exalted genius, deeply interwoven with 


his frame, ſprung forth, as it were, from 


- Between him and the great "CLADE 


vanity, which overcame that eminent 
| Hero, 


=» Memoire fur t roi de Pruſſe, Frederick is | 
up par M, 1 * de Ligne. Berlin "20s. 


” 2 N 
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hero, and hurt the feelings of the young, 
aſpiring king. Undoubtedly it was 
schwerin, who won the day near Molwia 


That this might be generally known 


through the army commanded by Fre- 


derick, Schwerin, before the king's re- 


joining the victorious troops, gave out 
the Parole, * Jeſus Chriſt!” which in- 


formed: every officer that Frederick was 


abſent. ; | 
Guſtavus Adol phus, Conde, Ilanbo⸗ 


rough, and Eugene, formed: eminent 


warriors; but none of them greater ge- 
nerals than Frederick did; His: maſter- 


works, no doubt, are Prince Ferdinand 


and the Duke of Brunſwick, of whom 
poſterity can ſay, They are men like 
« Ceſar, Turenne, and Frederick. 3 


The almoſt i magic power with which 


he.inſpired hs troops, and ſo. often: ex- 


1 4 1 
1 M s 
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at its beginning. The greateſt part of 


huis veterans were flain or priſoners, In 
the year 1757, the Pruſſian army, from 
an hundred and twenty thouſand men 


dwindled down to forty: thouſand; and 


in the year 2759, he loſt full two-thirds 
of his troops.“ His recruits were chil- 
_ dren, deſerters, and vagabonds. He 
transformed them into foldiers, and 
performed the fame wonders as before. 


The univerſal enthufiaſm, with which 


his name electrified all Europe, his ene- 
mies, and his friends, effected what no- 
; Song” elſe could have done. It wade 


* 


; 
| # General Warnery 5 nor, vol. 1 vi. . 21 533) and 
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 alted a common man into a "RO truly 
aſtoniſhing. In the latter part of the 
ſeven years war, his officers and ſoldiers 
could by no means be what they were 
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his troops, at the very claſs: of a diſaſ- 
trous battle, long for another ſight, and 


changed the moſt ferocious of his foes, 
the Ruſſian officers and ſoldiers, into 
mild and generous enemies.“ Like 2 
deſtroying angel, his glory marched be- 
fore his troops, and under his banners 


children thought of en but e 
or deaths 


nina, se that it was Frederick's 


ta reign uninfluenced by any other 
« mortal. His neareſt relations, even 
* the queen dowager, his mother, whom 
he highly reſpected, had no intereſt 
« with him. He never made uſe of the 


« expreſſion, dapres avis ds notre conſeil,: 
te adviſed by our council ; and we might 


* ſay, that he was even jealous of allow- 
„ . nh ag; 


* 


* 
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« ing God 2 ſhare it in 2 his power; for be 
. baniſhed from his title the words: 
| « By the grace of god!“ - 


That the intereſt of the princes and 


1 of his houſe had no weight 
FO with him, is certainly no blemiſh. of his 
1 reign. ' Whoever i is defirous to know the 
tendency and reſult of ſuck recommend. 
_ ations, if liſtened to by ſovereigns, may 
zecall to his mind the ſecret hiſtory of 
the late court of Verſailles, and recolle& 

how all the ſprings of the former go- 
| ernment of France, turned upon the 
intereſt of all the princes and Princeſſes, 
of all the chambermaids and valets, of 


all the milliners and hair- dreſſers in Ver- 


| Lailles, Yet M. Denina did, perhaps, 
not mean to cenſure Frederick's reign, 


for 


KP 


Eni fur la vie & le ae de Frederick I, 
* · 4 TDs 


15. . 
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for not + R been influenced wg fuck 
intereſt. His remark on the omiſſion of 
the words By the grace of god! 
however, very ſtrange. In edicts, and 
all royal publications of this kind, theſe 
words were eonſtantly inſerted in the 
title ; but, by his: command, left out any 
where elſe, as well as the pedantic in- 
feriptfon, c Moſt illuſtrious and moſt. 
In his let- 
i ſpeaking of himſelf, he likewiſe 
ſubſtituted the ſingular perſonal pronoun i 
to the plural, which every petty ſereniſi- 
mus makes uſe of in his moſt gracious miſ. 


fives. All this proves the philoſophic 


« gracious king and lord. 


caſt of his mind,. and nothing but this. - 
That he had no objection againſt God's | 
influence over his reign, and was not 
jealous. of the interference of the power 
divine, ſhews his, manner of cloſing all | 
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I pray to God that he may hold you: 
« in his holy and worthy keeping.“ 
am not ignorant of this phraſe being no. 
thing but a final | compliment uſual with. 
ſovereigns, but I- think it, in Point of 
ſenſe, fully equivalent to that: By the 

grace of god * = 


found-thinker, and very honeſt man, ſaid 


« The inſtruction he gave us is the beſt 
* of his works. But if once Frederick ti 
« has created'a machine, he thinks he & 
„ imitates god in never touching it any 
9 more.” With reſpect to the military 
academy at Berlin, my worthy compa- 
. triot, this ingenious Swiſs, for aught 1 
1 r . Reſpecting many 

b. 5 int, 


Profeſſor Weguelin „at Berlin „4 pro- 


to me, in 1771: Our military academy an 
« is one of the king's maſter- pieces. be 


a 


* 
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chings, Frederick was, certainly, not 


fond of innovations. He conſtantly ad- 


hered to his fundamental principles, and. 
never altered the ground - work of. all: 


his undertakings. This originated in 


the firmneſs of his mind, and the ſteadi- 


neſs of his character. His whole army 


was dreſſed in the year 1786, as in 17403 
and the livery of his ſervants was of the 


very ſame cut, at the time of his acceſſion 


and his death. Concerning other points, | 


modifications neceſſary, from time to 
time. The beſt laws,“ ſaid he, once 


to Baron Horſt, © are not. unalterably : 


% good. . | At certain periods, they ought 
* to. be reviſed and modified eonforma- 


ce bly to the continual changes in the 


© manners of nations, their way of liv- 
£: ng, theis wealth and all huinan con- 
2 cerns. 
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6 cerns. enen to aided theſs dif- 
« ferent changes, is the indiſpenſably 
& duty 135 every well-meaning ſove. 
« reign.” 

| Frederick's mind was as ati as firm 
and unſhaken. In the whole courſe of 
bis life! it never ceaſed to act, but on the 
| ſeventeenth of Auguſt, One thouſand 


even hundred and eighty-fix, 2 at two 


&clock i in the morning. HHS 2, 

During the ſeven years war, ke had 
eonſtantly about him a doſe of. pills of 
ſublimate, determined not to ſurvive the 
loſs of his crown, and the deſtruction of 


his country. Suicide,“ he often ſaid 


to Baron Horſt, is an heroic. remedy 
ce * againſt unbearable misfortune, to the 
« uſe of which, nature has intitled erf 
1 e man in ſuch a. calamitous caſe,” — 


Confiſtent with this. opinions he prohi: 
| bited, 
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bel, any way, to diſgrace i: memory . 


of ſelf-murderers in his country; and; 


if in the ſeven years war, his all had been 
loſt, he would have taken his Os and : 


died like Cato. 


- His inclination, moſt alurediy, led : 


him more to be a philoſopher, than a 


ſoldier.” Had he been born 'a private 
- gentleman or nobleman, of his own ac- 
cord, he had never entered the ſervice. 
For his great and aſpiring ſoul, averſe 
to all kind of ſubjection and conſtraint, ; 
panted for nothing but liberty. There- 

fore, a great and ingenious Pruſſian ge- 


neral might well aſſure me, that Frede- 


rick would never have ſerved up to 


major's rank. 
To be a oh warrior, however, is 


vaſtly different from being a ape 


gentleman and e in the army. As 


| King 
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| King, Frederick was a warrior with al 
the uncontrolled power of his mind; he 
ought to be ſo to preſerve his ſtate. Af. 
ter the death of the Emperor, Charles. 
the Sixth, the Auſtrian monarchy ſeemed 
to be on the verge of a total diſſo- 
Iution. Auſtria, Bavaria and Saxony, 
might become powers, each of whom 
could be equal, if not ſuperior to him, 
Therefore, to keep the balance even, 

he took Sileſia, to put it in his ſcale, 
This, and not the attainment of a great 


mme, was the motive of his firſt war. 
He was thoroughly perſuaded, that the 


5 political conſequence of the Pruffian- 
monarchy could not be obtained, with⸗ 
out keeping up a warlike ſpirit in the 
whole nation, and, eſpecially, among the 
nobility of his country. Therefore, 
though in the courſe of philoſophic 


„ 


con- 
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converſation, in. his evening- parties, he 


did not object againſt aſſigning to war 


its proper place, next to peſtilence and: 


earthquake, he could not bear to hear 
the military profeſſion lighted, and: 
talked of in a diſregardful manner. 


Count Bork, a Pomeranian noblemaw 
of eminent talents, and the moſt liberal: | 
mind, was major in a Pruſſian regiment 


of cavalry,” when Frederick called hin. 
to Potſdam, to be governor of the prince: 
coal. © Once, at dinner with Frederick, 
the count happened. to fal foul upon the 
military profefſion, and to ſay: It Was 
«a pity that princes ſhould be forced to 
« ſtudy the art military, the: chief ain, 


« of which was, to the utmoſt to diſ-- 


e treſs mankind.'” „What!“ replied: _ 
Frederick, „you are governor and in- 


 ſiruRtor of a prince of Pruſia; you. 
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. are a ſoldier yourſelf, and. utter fach 
45 aſſertions againſt the military profeſ-' 
| « ſion. You are unworthy of your place, 
85 1 and, herewith, diſmiſſed.” This hap- 
pened in the year 1764 The count left 
the court, and retired to his eftate in 
Pomerania. Very few people knew the | 
1 reaſon of his baniſhment, L have juſt re- 
| lated... Bork was one of the nobleſt and 
„ moſt generous patriots, . He. loſt more 
| than an hundred thouſand dollars by 
3 plunder and. devaſtation, in the ſeven 
. years war, and yet never complained. 
| For this reafon, a ſhort time after his 
 Giſgrace, Frederick gave him a penfion, 
1 treated him always very kindly, and ne- 
3 1 3 ver failed to ſee him, when he reviewed 
Ss. his troops in Pomerania. 
% ſays Senn Guibert, 
b the famous author of an excellent pane- 
5 1 ! uy ere 


— — 5 — — — 


Er FREDERICK 1 THE enzar. 1 26 | 


gyrick on this Set king, did not 

« avail himſelf of the new light, which, | 
« in our days, is thrown upon the art 
of government, and, in this reſpect, | 

« he was, undoubtedly, behind his age,” 
Guibert, this generous, bold, eloquent, 
and, otherwiſe, ſo candid judge of the 
great F rederick, has, here, certainly 
oommitted a grievous fin againſt his 
hero, and, therefore, (begging his par- 
don) I ſhall * correct blew for this 5 
offence. 
Frederick was king almoſt half a cen- 
tury : he was a prince of uncommon ta- 7 
lents; 3 his reign was glorious; he left 
his dominions in the moſt flouriſhing 


fate, and, therefore, we may well ſup- In 


poſe that he knew more of the art of go- 
vernment, than Count Guibert. Between 
this art — and tactical knowledge, | 
thers | 


A | EI einer VIEWS-O- THE lr r, &c. 
* there: lies as vaſt a "diſtance, ; ay between 
$ the arts of commanding a fleet and 
5 

A | working a mine. Suppoſe, now, a Cor- 
1 niſh miner, very cleyer in his arty ven · 


RR. tured to ſay: In the art of command 
JJ I-64 eets Admiral Rodney is, moſt 
. aſſuredly, bebind his age; for on the 
75 40 12th of April, 1732, he did not avail 
„ s himſelf of the new light, which, in 

* cour days, is thrown upon this art.” 
Could we poſſibly refrain from aſking: 
_ Howcame it to paſs that this gentleman 
i in his mine faw that lighty which ſlipt 
$ the great commander on the main; 


Some one has ſaid ce Would Frede. 
; « rick's ſubjects not have been more 
; . be: happy, if he had made no verſes, and 


cc written no books 2?! I anſwer : * No.” 

| To his powerful mind, poetry and 
compolion were no buſineſs, but; mere: 
T: „„ diver- 


- 
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diverſions, Far from Mlackening his 
powers, they unbent them, and increaſed 
their elaſticity and force for the cabinet 


and field. Amidſt the greateſt dangers 


of the even years war, his fondneſs for. 
literary compoſition, was the main ſ pring 


of his almoſt ſuper-human vigour, and 


the ſweeteſt ſoother of - his cares. En- 


dowed with a ſoul of fire, and a heart 
open to all humane feelings, he ruled 


them and all his paſſions with a ſway, | 
unknown to leſs powerful minds. He 
conquered and carried all before him, by 
the native power of his ſoul, conſtantly 


applied to meditation and ſtudy. The 
muſes followed him like the heroes of 
ancient Rome and Greece, in his camp 


and on all his marches. He made 
verſes, when the enemy ſtood before 


him, and, fometimes, on the eve of * 


A de- 
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- « decifive. battle. This, keeping alice 


his ſofter feelings, by the conſtant 


5 play of his talents, he diverted his 
mind from ſcenes of horror, to pleafing 
and exalting objects; the haraſſed hero 

D gained an happy hour, and from deſpon+ 
dency and depreſſion aroſe. to inſuperable 
force and greatneſs, . In his deepeſt diſ- 
treſs, Frederick compoſed ahe moſt ad- 


mired of his poems. 
Pruſfan miniſters 1 A faid to 


me: © We know, by experience, that 


te with many courts and people it was 
« almoſt a profeſſed. ſtudy to debaſe and 


5d C impair Frederick's greatneſs, This, 
« commonly, was done with the moſt 

« -ridiculbus 3 ignorance, of our conftitu- 

4 tion, and of the ſpirit of all his regu- 
« lations. At eleven miles diftance 


« from the Pruffian frontiers, they ſ poke 


«ot 
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te of the kingdm of Pruſſia, as of the 
ce. kingdom of Siam.“ 


Barbarians, in their way, ſometimes, 
miſunderſtood Frederick leſs than bis 
civilized neighbours. The captain-ge- 
neral of the Mainots, by the hiſtery ef g 
the ſeven years war, that fell in his hands, 
was ſo much taken with this monarch, 
that, by a letter, written to him, he re - 
queſted his joining and aſſiſting him for 
the conquering of the Morea. This let- 
ter of the captain- general was the more 
remarkable, as he diſplayed in it an un- 
common knowledge of the art of war. 
He endeavoured to convince the king, 
that twenty thouſand Pruſſian troops 


were able to conquer and maintain all 
che Grecian iſlands, againſt the whole 
Ottoman force. He explained, in a very 
ingenious manner, how, for that pur- 
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poſe, they muſt avail themſelves of the 
mountainous country, and the many 
_ «narrow paſſes 35 adding, how the ancient 
Greeks had turned them to advantage. 
Frederick, however, did n Pro 


Hyder Aly, in the year 1779, 158 an 
ambaſſador to Frederick the Great, 
charged with preſents, and followed by 
a retinue of more than thirty perſons;— 
he ſet out on his journey to Europe by 
the way of Baſſora and Alexandria. At 
| Bafſora he and his ſuite were ſeized with 
the plague. Six and twenty of his reti- 


nue were carried off by the peſt ; and the 
_ ſurviving - gentlemen of the embaſſy, c 
_ ſuppoſing the ambaſſador likewiſe paſt c 
recovery, found it convenient to divide C 
among them, all the Preſents deftined 6 
for Frederick: and to bruſh off, leaving « 
19 4 nothing 


nothing behind, but the credentials of 


the ambaſſador, and his papers. He re- 


coveted, inp , and had courage 


to ed) on his journey, well en 


5 that, at Berlin, not the value of preſents, 
but the importance of his meſſage, would 
recommend him to notice and favour.— 
Arrived there, he proved his miſadven · 
ture at Baſſora, with certificates of all 
the European conſuls reſiding there, and | 


of many Arabian cheicks. His meſſage 
conſiſted i in the following propoſals : 5 


ce. Hyder Aly offers to reſign to the | 
« great King of Pruſha, a ſea- port i in the 
646 neighbourhood of Goa, and to inſure 


* him the excluſive trade on his coaſts, 


For theſe advantages he expects no- 


« thing, but a number of non-commitſ-. 
0 fioned Pruſſian officers, and as many 
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er gvufmiths as he can get. All theſe 
ec men. ſhall be well paid, and French 
* bankers become ſecurities for their 
* payment and ſafety.” Ai; 


4 by +: 


eee was a man 10 very 
d ſenſe. He knew Europe and India 


. Some took him for 
an Engliſhman, for his knowledge of the 
Engliſh language. In all likelihood he 
was an "Engliſh. Jew. He underſtood 
Latin, ſpoke French with great propri- 
ety, and German pretty well. Hyder 
Aly's letter, and the ambaſſador's cre. 

dentials, were written in the Perſian 


tongue, the court · language of that Afiatic 


warrior, Frederick gave him to under- 
ſtand, in a very civil anſwer, © that' he 


e was very ſorry for not being able to ac- 
« cept of his kind and advantageous 
a offer, as ke had neither any commercial 
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« connexion with India, nor a fleet.” 
This anſwer was written in Latin. Though 
this embaſſy, and the letters of the cap- 
tai · general of the Mainots and Hyder 


Aly depoſited in the royal archives at 


Berlin, prove the high regard of thoſe ; 


barbarians for Frederick the Great; yet a 
ſtill higher eſteem of his talents and ex- 
ploits was entertained by the king of 
Candia, in the iſland of Ceylon. For 


this monarch, as is recorded by Mr. 
Eſhelſeroon, in his excellent account of 


a tour through India, thought Fredericx 
the Second, King of Pruſſia, ſo great and 
eminent a warrior, that he ſaid: c „ Ti. 
« offer him the commiſſion of com- 
& mander i in chief of my. troops.” 


Frederick, even by barbarians, in their 


way, ſo highly reſpected; a monarch, ſo 


great, ſo mild, and ſo forbearing, an hero, 


ſo 
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. 0 exalted ind ſo humane, was, however, 
moſt egregiouſly miſunderſtood by many 

£9 | Eubgpuik courts, princes and ſtateſmen, 
even b ſo many of his- own ſubjects, 
What was che reaſon of this ſtrange miſ. 
underſtanding? His greatneſs ! 
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